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FIVE decades of Hobart’s iconic 
outdoor market will be presented 
in pictorial form next month, as 
Salamanca Market celebrates its 
50th birthday.

In preparation for the milestone, 
self-labelled “market kid” and 
stallholder Emma Hope has been 
rummaging through her family photos 
to uncover memories to share in a 
special photographic exhibition – and 
she urges others to do the same.
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New location, same great service.
Hobart’s most trusted mobile technology repair centre 
has moved to 152 Macquarie Street, Hobart.

We fix phone screens on all makes and models. 
Best parts. Best service. Guaranteed.

152 Macquarie Street
 6231 6111

essentiallymobile.com.au

METRO Tasmania has 
relocated its Hobart CBD 
Metro Shop to a larger, 
more modern space - 
making it even easier for 
customers to access the 
services they need.

“After more than 10 
years in its former home, 

this new shop provides 
more space for the 
Metro team to assist and 
engage with customers 
and provide information 
about our public 
transport services,” Metro 
chief executive officer 
Katie Cooper said.

“This new Hobart 
CBD shop joins the 
new Metro Shop at 
the Moonah depot 
in presenting a fresh, 
modern and professional 
face to the travelling 
public.”

The new shop is at 

40 Elizabeth St, at the 
Collins St end of the 
Elizabeth St Mall.

Infrastructure and 
Transport Minister 
Michael Ferguson 
said almost 150,000 
customers had received 
face-to-face service and 

advice from Metro’s 
Hobart CBD and 
Moonah customer 
service teams during 
2021, with staff fielding 
an average of 130 calls 
per day and issuing 300 
Greencards each week.

“These numbers 

clearly demonstrate the 
important role the shop 
continues to play in 
Metro’s operations,” Ms 
Cooper said.

The new CBD shop 
is one of 24 agencies 
across Tasmania that 
issue Greencards, which 

are used by more than 
90 per cent of Metro 
customers.

Customers can apply 
for a new card, replace 
a lost or stolen card, 
and top up their credit 
quickly and easily in-
store.

New and improved Hobart CBD Metro Shop
New Salamaca Market Storeholders’ Association President Emma Hope

https://hobartobserver.com.au/
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Community News

Anna Reynolds,
Lord Mayor of Hobart

AS we move into 
Summer and the 
hustle bustle of the 
festive season, many 
of us take some time 
to reflect on the year 
that has just passed – 
events, challenges, and 
opportunities.

Council is no different.
At the end of 

November, Hobart City 
Council held its Annual 
General Meeting, and I 
was able to present the 
Annual Report to those 
present.

Unsurprisingly, this 
last year has seen a 
continued focus on 
responding to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Although we have 
been fortunate in Hobart 
to avoid large case 
numbers and extended 
lockdowns, there have 
been major impacts on 
our community and our 
economy.

I am enormously 
proud of the measures 
council has taken to 
support individuals 
and businesses, which 
have included hardship 
assistance, rent relief, 
rates freeze, and a 
community, creative and 
business grants program.

Other highlights of 
the last year that I think 
deserve recognition 
include some of the 
capital works that have 
been undertaken in the 
city.

This includes a $1.3 
million refurbishment 
of the Doone Kennedy 
Aquatic Centre, the $2 
million makeover of Fern 
Tree Park (joint-funded 
with the Australian 
Government), and an 
upgrade to the Big Bend 
Fire Trail – a firefighting 
and evacuation route 
on kunanyi/Mount 
Wellington.

Council has also spent 
some time this year 
focused on longer-term 
planning.

We started work on a 
20-year Central Hobart 
Precincts Plan to guide 
future development in 
the city centre.

We continued working 
with the other Greater 
Hobart Councils, along 
with State and Federal 
Governments, to progress 
the Hobart City Deal and 
the Greater Hobart Act 
Work Plan. 

We also developed a 
draft vision for Greater 
Hobart 2020, with 
the aim of creating the 
world’s best small capital 
city – a place that is 
connected, friendly and 
safe.

From online talks to 
public art, and from bush 
care programs to bus 
shelter design, it has been 
another lively, exciting 
year in our wonderful 
city.

Hopefully as we 
move into 2022 
and borders reopen, 
Hobart’s hardworking 
business owners will 
enjoy some of the 
benefits as interstate and 
international visitors start 
returning to the city.

I hope to see them – 
and you – at the new 
Taste of Summer event 
on the waterfront this 
December.

Hobart Mayor 
looking back 
on 2021 and 
forward to 
the new year

Back row, L-R: Courtney Bell, Mel MacCrum, principal Roslyn McGuinness, Coles New Town bakery manager Shannon Wright, and store manager Raghu Choudhary
Front Row, L-R: New Town Primary students Jinnie Airey-Beeton, Hunter Hall, and Evelyn Simpson

THE official Brand 
Tasmania trademark 
will be used to 
promote hundreds of 
locally made products 
in Coles supermarkets 
across the state, 
thanks to a landmark 
partnership with the 
State Government.

Designed to make 
it easier than ever for 
shoppers to buy local, 
the partnership marks 
the first time a major 
retailer has adopted 
the Tasmanian mark 
for the promotion of 

Tassie-made and grown 
products.

Tasmanian growers, 
producers, makers and 
creators are also being 
encouraged to adopt 
the Tasmanian mark on 
their own packaging, 
to help raise the profile 
of their products both 
here and overseas.

Local suppliers 
joining the campaign 
include family-owned 
Elizabeth Town dairy 
farm Ashgrove Cheese 
and Tasmania’s oldest 
commercial bakery, 

Cripps.
“When you buy 

Tasmanian produce, 
you know you’re 
buying the best of the 
best, all underpinned 
by our environmental 
sustainability, quality 
control and strict 
biosecurity,” Tasmanian 
Premier Peter Gutwein 
said.

“The Tasmanian mark 
is a demonstration 
of this quality and 
of the magnificent 
products we create 
for each other and for 

the world, and it will 
now feature on many 
products in Coles 
supermarkets.

“I encourage 
everyone to look for 
the Tasmanian mark 
in Coles supermarkets 
across the state and 
get behind our local 
producers that add so 
much to our economy 
and our way of life.”

Coles Regional 
Manager John 
Carrington said the 
company was proud 
to support Tasmanian 

farmers, growers, 
makers and creators by 
stocking hundreds of 
Tassie-made products.

“The partnership 
with Brand Tasmania 
in support of the 
Tasmanian mark is a 
great way to recognise 
the success stories of 
so many Tasmanian 
businesses,” he said.

“We know 
Tasmanians love to 
shop local, and the 
Tasmanian mark at 
Coles is one way to 
help them do just that.”

Coles stores push Brand Tasmania

NEW Town Primary 
students are becoming 
experts on growing, 
harvesting and preparing 
their own fresh food, 
thanks to a Coles 
fundraising campaign 
and food education 
program.

Coles New Town 
store manager Raghu 
Choudhary and bakery 
manager Shannon 
Wright recently visited 
the school armed with 
a novelty cheque to 
the value of $50,360, 
representing the 
total amount raised 
for the Stephanie 
Alexander Kitchen 

Garden Foundation by 
Tasmanian shoppers 
purchasing $2 donation 
cards at Coles 
supermarkets across the 
state last month.

Established in 2004 
by Australian chef 
Stephanie Alexander 
AO, the not-for-
profit foundation 
supports more than 
1500 Australian early 
childhood services, 
primary and secondary 
schools across Australia 
to educate kids about 
healthy eating.

Foundation CEO 
Josephene Duffy said she 
was delighted that more 

Tasmanian kids would 
be able to participate in 
the program.

“The funds raised 
are going directly to 
Tasmanian kitchen 
garden schools, who will 
make the most of them 
to bring pleasurable 
food education to their 
students and families,” 
she said.

“This means more 
Tassie kids and families 
will understand where 
fresh food comes 
from, as we engage 
them with food ‘from 
soil to stomach’ in a 
meaningful, long-lasting 
and sustainable way.”

A portion of the funds 
raised will go to New 
Town Primary, which is 
one of 50 Tasmanian 
schools currently running 
a Kitchen Garden 
program in partnership 
with their local Coles 
store.

Participating schools 
are able to build and 
maintain their own 
community gardens, 
teaching students 
important lessons about 
where their food comes 
from and how to grow 
fresh produce.

New Town Primary 
has raised enough 
through the partnership 

to build their own their 
own vegetable garden, 
and will be able to 
store their produce in 
a freezer donated by 
Coles New Town.

The school also hopes 
to expand its kitchen 
into a space big enough 
to conduct lessons in 
healthy food preparation 
and cooking.

New Town Primary 
deputy principal Denise 
Tanner said Coles New 
Town had been an 
incredible support to 
the school, with staff 
regularly joining the 
students for community 
meals.

New Town Primary garden blooms

https://hobartobserver.com.au/
mailto:advertising%40hobartobserver.com.au?subject=
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Drop by Andrew’s mobile office on the date and location below*:
Tues 7 Dec 2.30pm-4pm Moonah Main Road near Caltex
Friday 10 Dec  3.00pm-4.30pm Salamanca
Wed 15 Dec  9.00am-10.30am  New Town Augusta Road near Clare Street
Tues 21 Dec  1.00pm-2.30pm Sandy Bay Road near Derwentwater Avenue
Thurs 23 Dec  11.30am-1.30pm Glenorchy Main Road opposite Police Station

Advertisement

www.andrewwilkie.org

Andrew Wilkie
YOUR INDEPENDENT IN CANBERRA

Authorised by Andrew Wilkie MP 188 Collins Street Hobart 7000    

*Weather permitting

Andrew Wilkie MP
Independent Member for Clark

Want to get in touch with Andrew? 
3	 Drop into the office at 188 Collins Street Hobart or post a letter to GPO Box 32 Hobart 7001
3	 Phone 6234 5255 or 6234 5861
3	 Email andrew.wilkie.mp@aph.gov.au
3	 Ask for a meeting

 

Community News

SOUTH Hobart Primary 
School students have 
showed their support 
for Westpac Rescue 
Helicopter Tasmania, 
with crew members 
visiting the school to talk 
about the service and the 
vital role it plays in the 
state.

As part of the 
inaugural Rescue 
Helicopter Week, which 
ran from 15 to 19 
November, Westpac 
branches across Tasmania 
helped raise funds and 
awareness for Westpac 
Rescue Helicopter 
Tasmania.

Westpac regional 
general manager for 
Tasmania Justin Caccavo 
said it was important to 
get behind the service 
and crew who dedicate 
their lives to helping keep 
the community safe.

“As we approach the 

Summer months, we 
know lots of students 
will be out and about 
exploring our great 
state’s bushland and 
coastlines, so it’s also an 
important time to remind 
young Tasmanians about 
keeping safe,” he said.

Students at South 
Hobart Primary were 
given the chance to 
hear first-hand from 
the crew who dedicate 
their lives to helping the 
community, as well as 
learn important safety 
tips so they’re better 
prepared if faced with an 
emergency.

“The session was great 
fun and an interactive 
experience, where 
students were able to 
watch the helicopter 
fly in and land at their 
school with the chance 
to ask the crew and pilot 
questions about flying, 

rescues and patrols,” Mr 
Caccavo said.

Students also got a 
close-up view of the 
service’s state-of-the-art 
lifesaving equipment 
that is designed to help 
the crew in emergency 
situations, including the 
helicopter’s radio and 
navigation equipment, 
and night vision goggle 
technology.

Crew member Caity 
Little said it was very 
rewarding to work in 
a role to help keep the 
community safe.

“It’s great to be 
able to help teach 
primary school children 
about how to stay 
safe when venturing 
outdoors, what to do 
during an emergency 
and the important 
role of the Westpac 
Rescue Helicopter and 
emergency services 

within the community,” 
she said.

Westpac Rescue 
Helicopter is based 
in Hobart with two 
helicopters that cover 
the entire state, including 
all 52 islands of the 
Furneaux Group off 
the north-eastern tip of 
Tasmania.

It is a free community 
service that’s available 
24/7, 365 days a year.

The service has 
operated in the state 
for more than 21 years 
and flown more than 
3000 missions, including 
maritime search 
and rescue support, 
missing bushwalker 
rescues, attending rock 
climbing accidents and 
responding to motor 
vehicle emergencies.

For more information, 
visit www.westpac.com.
au/rescue

South Hobart Primary lands visit 
from Westpac Rescue Helicopter

South Hobart Primary School students and staff with the Westpac Rescue Helicopter and crew.
Photo credit: Andrew Wilson

TASMANIANS now 
have a “one-stop-shop” 
single tribunal for dispute 
resolution, after the 
opening of the new 
Tasmanian Civil and 
Administrative Tribunal 
(TASCAT) last month.

TASCAT integrates 
the current functions 
and responsibilities of 
nine existing tribunals, 
streamlining services for 
Tasmanians who would 
have to otherwise often 
have to visit multiple 
decision-making bodies.

 This reform will mean 
a more client-centric 
focus, particularly for 
protective jurisdictions 

which often deal with 
the most vulnerable 
Tasmanians.

Officially opening 
the new tribunal on 
November 5, Attorney-
General Elise Archer said 
establishing TASCAT 
is “an important step 
to improving access 
to justice for all 
Tasmanians”. 

“The establishment 
of TASCAT will provide 
greater consistency 
in decision-making, 
promote alternative 
dispute resolution, and 
enable seamless service 
delivery to a diverse 
range of clients,” she said.

“We have been 
working closely with 
Mr Malcolm Schyvens, 
the inaugural President 
of TASCAT who was 
appointed last year, 
to ensure that the 
commencement of 
TASCAT’s operations 
could progress smoothly.”

Ms Archer said 
the Government is 
currently looking 
at other decision-
making functions and 
jurisdictions which 
could be transferred to 
TASCAT in the future, 
such as building disputes 
and residential tenancy 
matters.

ICONIC works of 
Australian art are set to 
delight visitors to the 
Tasmanian Museum and 
Art Gallery (TMAG) this 
Summer, with ‘Sidney 
Nolan’s Ned Kelly series’ 
having officially opened 
recently.

The touring exhibition 
from the National Gallery 
of Australia (NGA) 
features Nolan’s 1946-47 
paintings of 19th century 
bush ranger Ned Kelly.

Minister for the Arts 
Elise Archer said the 
exhibition will not 
only allow Tasmanians 
to experience some 
of the most famous 
masterpieces of 

Australian art, but also 
gain an insight into one 
of the country’s best-
known artists.

“Visitors are sure 
to recognise Nolan’s 
depiction of Kelly in 
his homemade armour, 
which has become an 
iconic Australian image 
– even appearing at the 
Opening Ceremony of 
the Sydney Olympics in 
2000,” she said.

Sidney Nolan’s Ned 
Kelly series opened on 
29 October and is on 
show at TMAG until 20 
February 2022. Entry is 
free.

For more information, 
visit www.tmag.tas.gov.au

New era of 
justice for 
Tasmanians

Iconic national 
works at TMAG 
this summer
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THE Tasmanian 
Community Fund (TCF) 
has celebrated its 21st 
birthday with a series of 
community celebrations 
around the state.

TCF board members 
and staff were joined by 
past funding recipients 
and friends from 
community organisations, 
volunteer groups and 
the not-for-profit sector 
to mark the occasion in 
Hobart.

TCF chairperson Sally 
Darke said since the 
year 2000, the Board 
had assessed more than 
9,500 applications for 
funding, requesting more 
than $531 million and 
awarded more than $118 
million in grants to more 
than 3,100 projects.

“The Fund has always 
transitioned to meet 
community needs, and 
it is a different-looking 
organisation today 
compared to 21 years 
ago,” Ms Darke said.

“There was more focus 
on infrastructure in the 
early days, with a lot of 
buildings and community 
assets still being utilised 
today because of the 
investment of the TCF.

“Over time our focus 
has shifted to focus on 
making communities 
capable and resilient in 
shaping their future.

“Community 
wellbeing and workforce 
engagement are now a 
central focus as we move 
to recover from the 
COVID-19 pandemic.”

Ms Darke said the TCF 
board and staff enjoyed 
meeting past and present 
funding recipients at the 
celebrations in Hobart 
and in the north of the 
state.

Included in the 
celebration was a 
snapshot of the past, 
with a special video 
produced to help mark 
the occasion.

The video featured 
thoughts and insights 
from Ms Darke, as 
well as previous board 
chairpersons Lynn Mason 
(2009-2016) and Gerald 
Loughran (2000-2009).

“Our first 21 years 
would not have been 
possible without our 
past and present board 
members and staff, 

always ready and willing 
to improve the lives of all 
Tasmanians,” Ms Darke 
said.

“I’m so pleased that 
our vibrant Tasmanian 
communities can remain 
capable and resilient in 
shaping their future with 
our assistance.”

The TCF arose from 
the sale of the Trust Bank 
when, as part of that sale, 
an annual appropriation 
was made available for 
a community fund to 
provide grants to not-for-
profit organisations.

Tasmanian Community Fund 
celebrates its 21st birthday

From left, Hobart Lord Mayor Anna Reynolds, former Tasmanian Community Fund chair 
Gerald Loughran and current chair Sally Darke

RECENT NEW FEATURES:

COVID-19 digital certificate storage — if you wish, you can store your 
COVID-19 digital certificate in your Check in TAS app.

Quick check-in — you can now check into frequently visited locations 
without needing to scan a QR code.

Remove your display name — for added security, you can remove your 
details (name and phone number) from displaying on the home screen.

To access all of these features, make sure you update your Check in TAS 
app in the Apple app store or Google Play.

NEW CHECK IN TAS FEATURES

Including the ability to store your  
COVID-19 digital certificate.

For more information on Check in TAS including how 
to connect your digital certificate with the app, visit: 

coronavirus.tas.gov.au/checkintas

NINE-year-old Ayson 
Xuan was invited to 
Kumon’s 2021 Virtual 
Advances Student Forum 
in recognition of his 
achievements in Kumon 
Mathematics.

Ayson hasn’t even 
finished primary 
school yet, but he can 
comfortably tackle 
calculus concepts that 
year 12 students would 
find difficult.

Kumon is an education 
method that allows 
students to progress at 
a rate determined by 
their ability, not their 
age. The most advanced 
students are extended, 
and the least advanced 
supported. 

Ayson recently 
completed the Kumon 
Mathematics program 
after studying it for 
more than three years 
at Kumon North Hobart 
Education Centre.

“In Kumon, if you 
don’t know something in 
a question, you can look 
back at the formulas that 
were in the examples 
at the front, so you 
can get a much better 
understanding” Ayson 
said.

“This has helped 
me to become more 
independent in my 
learning”. 

The final levels of 
Kumon Mathematics 
involve calculus concepts 
such as differentiation, 
anti-differentiation and 
integrals – concepts 
Ayson otherwise 
wouldn’t have been 
introduced to until senior 
high school or university.

“Kumon helps you 
solve more complex 
questions,” Ayson said.

“This helps you in 

school because you have 
more confidence through 
knowing that you can 
solve a problem.”

Each November, 
Kumon’s highest 
achieving students are 
celebrated at the Kumon 
Advanced Student 
Forum.

This year’s event 
moved to a virtual format 
because of the pandemic, 
with attending students 
able to hear from a 
range of guest speakers 
and network with one 
another.

Ayson tackles calculus 
with Kumon Mathematics

Nine-year-old Ayson Xuan
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GUIDE Dogs Tasmania 
recently held its annual 
Street Appeal charity 
collection day in Hobart, 
with Murphy the 
ambassador dog playing a 
starring role.

Volunteers set up in 
several locations across 
the city, raising awareness 
for guide and assistance 
dogs and accepting much-
needed donations from 
the public, with money 
raised going towards 
puppy training programs.

Guide Dogs Tasmania 
community fundraising 
coordinator Kristy Wright 
said that events like the 
Street Appeal are crucial 
for the organisation.

“There is a constant 
need to raise money for 
guide dogs in order to 
help raise and train more 
dogs for the Tasmanians 
who need them,” she 
said.

There are currently 26 
guide dogs working in 
Tasmania, with another 
30-odd still in training.

 Ms Wright said 
guide dogs provide 
their handlers with the 
ability to participate 
in the community, 
allowing them to 
have “independence, 
confidence, safety and 
companionship”.

But it costs more than 
$50,000 to raise and train 

one of these dogs, so 
Guide Dogs Tasmania is 
dependent on the support 
of the local community.

The organisation’s 
pop-up stall in the Hobart 
city centre offered a 
range of Tasmanian-made 
merchandise including 
t-shirts for people and 
dogs, plush toys, calendars 
and Christmas cards – 
and the chance to hang 
out with the adorable 
Murphy.

Six-year-old Murphy 
is fully trained as a guide 
dog, but didn’t quite have 
the personality for the job.

Instead, he visits 
schools, community 
groups and events in an 

educational capacity, as 
an ambassador dog.

Murphy was able to 
do what he does best at 
the Street Appeal, helping 
the team of volunteers 
raise nearly $10,000 in 
donations on the day.

There are a number 
of ways for people to 
support Guide Dogs 
Tasmania, including 
making a donation, 
purchasing merchandise 
from the online store, 
volunteering for 
community fundraising 
events, and puppy raising. 

For more information 
on how you can get 
involved, go to www.
guidedogstas.com.au

KMART and The 
Salvation Army have 
joined forces to help 
support those doing it 
tough this Christmas.

The Salvation Army 
is encouraging the 
community to embrace 
the spirit of giving by 
supporting the Kmart 
Wishing Tree Appeal, 
which runs from 8 
November to 24 
December.

People can place a gift 
under the Kmart Wishing 
Tree at their local store or 
make a financial donation.

The Kmart Wishing 
Tree Appeal is Australia’s 
largest and longest-
running Christmas gift 
appeal, with more than 
eight million gifts having 

been distributed to those 
in need.

In 2020, the Appeal 
successfully collected 
more than 250,000 gifts 
and raised more than 
$360,000.

Prior to the pandemic, 
more than three million 
Australians were living 
under the poverty line 
and The Salvation Army 
have seen a continual 
increase in need.

“Christmas is the 
busiest time of the year 
for The Salvos across 
the country, and we 
expect this year to be no 
different,” The Salvation 
Army Tasmania’s Amelia 
Natoli said.

“While Christmas is a 
time of joy and celebrate 

for many, others doing it 
tough in our community 
find it an extremely 
difficult period.

“The increased 
isolation, financial stress 
and mental health impacts 
of COVID-19 this year 
will only exacerbate these 
issues.

“The Salvos want to 
leave no one in need this 
Christmas, and we need 
the generosity of the 
public this year to once 
again partner with us in 
support of locals doing it 
really tough.”

This year it is 
anticipated that The 
Salvation Army will assist 
more than 3,500 people 
throughout Tasmania 
during December.

Murphy flexes 
his street appeal

Guide Dogs ambassador dog Murphy with Community Fundraising Coordinator Kristy Wright

Kmart Wishing Tree 
Appeal 2021 launches

From left, The Salvations Army’s Captain Nicole Snead, Kmart Wishing Tree Appeal champion Debra Evans, The Salvation Army’s Amelia Natoli, and Kmart Wishing Tree Appeal champions Kylie Bonnitcha and Maureen 
Greenwood at Kmart New Town.
Photo credit: Mackenzie Archer



6 Hobart Observer DECEMBER 2021

Community News

STEM excellence recognised with awards
SEVERAL Hobart 

locals were recently 
recognised for their 
excellence in STEM 
(Science, Technology, 
Engineering and 
Mathematics) as part 
of the 2021 Tasmanian 
STEM Excellence 
Awards.

Professor Matt King 
from the University of 
Tasmania was awarded 
the Premier’s Tasmanian 
STEM Researcher of 
the Year award for his 
research on the earth’s 
changing shape, rotation 

and gravity field, in 
particular the global 
water cycle.

Professor King has 
been studying polar 
geodesy for 24 years. 

“The study provides 
a baseline for us to 
understand future 
changes in Antarctica 
and Greenland as climate 
change has an increasing 
role in those regions,” 
Professor King said. 

“A highlight of my 
career was being selected 
by NASA and the 
European Space Agency 

along with other leading 
experts from across 
the world to find the 
first ever agreed upon 
estimates surrounding 
how much Antarctica 
and Greenland were 
contributing to sea 
levels.”

Dr Niamh Chapman 
from the Menzies 
Institute for Medical 
Research was awarded 
the Tasmanian STEM 
Communicator of the 
Year award.

“I never really saw 
myself pursuing science, 

but in my 20s I started 
to realise I was really 
interested in public 
health so I went back 
to university and found 
some pathways,” Dr 
Chapman said.

“My work is focused 
on how we can use 
technology to improve 
health service access and 
the quality of care that 
people receive to prevent 
heart attack and stroke.”

Dr Chapman’s 
research has expanded 
from 300 participants in 
the early stages to more 

than 10,000 today.
“I call it my Cinderella 

story because it’s fairly 
rare for your PHD work 
to get national funding 
and be able to carry it on 
and scale it up,” she said.

Dr Chapman is also 
a passionate science 
communicator and 
founder of the ‘That’s 
What I Call Science’ 
podcast.

“I wanted to celebrate 
the fact that a lot of 
the people in science 
are women and other 
underrepresented groups, 

as often the stereotype 
is a man in a white lab 
coat,” she said.

Dr Cayne Layton from 
the Institute for Marine 
and Antarctic Studies 
received the Tasmanian 
Young STEM Researcher 
of the Year award for 
his research into kelp 
ecology and marine 
habitat restoration.

“I had strong interest 
in the natural world 
growing up from my 
time spent bird watching, 
snorkelling and fishing 
with my family,” Dr 

Layton said.
“I had an opportunity 

to come to Tassie to 
study the kelp forests 
here, which involved 
a lot of support for 
fieldwork so I jumped at 
the chance.

“The award is a real 
acknowledgement 
of UTAS and IMAS’s 
position globally in 
marine science and kelp 
forest ecology, so I am 
really proud to be one 
of the small parts of the 
puzzle helping to lead 
that research.”

THE Taroona Volunteer 
Fire Brigade has 
celebrated its 75th 
anniversary, recognising 
the inspiring contribution 
and commitment that 
every volunteer has 
made, and continues 
to make, for the 
community.

Founded by Marc 
Ashton and his band 
of Taroona brothers in 
1946 as an unofficial 
local brigade, the group 
was officially registered 
as the Taroona Rural Fire 
Brigade in 1951.

Over the years, 
the brigade has been 
involved in some 
significant fires in 
Tasmania including the 
1967 fires, Dunalley in 

2013, the Taroona Bowls 
Club, school fires, and in 
the north-west in 2016 
where members assisted 
for 29 consecutive days.

Taroona volunteers 
have also assisted in 
interstate deployments 
in New South Wales and 
Queensland in 2018 and 
2019.

“A truly amazing 
effort, and a testament 
to the critical role our 
volunteers play in 
keeping our communities 
safe,” Minister for Police, 
Fire and Emergency 
Management Jacquie 
Petrusma said.

“The Tasmanian 
Liberal Government is a 
strong supporter of our 
volunteer firefighters.

“In 2018, we 
established a $2 million 
Fire and Emergency 
Service Volunteer Grants 
Program for TFS brigades 
and SES units to fund 
equipment, improve 
station amenities and 
undertake non-core 
brigade management and 
training.

“A further $2 million 
has been committed to 
extending this funding to 
2025-26.

“This funding enables 
our volunteers to act 
in a variety of roles 
for TFS, from frontline 
firefighters responding to 
emergencies, to offering 
support behind the 
scenes by keeping the 
stations running.”

Taroona Fire Brigade 
celebrates 75 years

WHY MOVE?
Future proof your home with a stairlift:
• Indoor and Outdoor, Straight and Curved
• Statewide installation and service
•  Check out our display at Mobility4All, 53 Sunderland

St (Cnr Derwent Park Rd), Derwent Park
Contact us today for a quote

STAIRLIFT SALES TASMANIA Tasmania’s only stairlift specialist
P: 1300 919 406 (local call cost) or (03) 6272 2966 • E: info@stairliftsalestasmania.com.au • W: www.stairliftsalestasmania.com.au

INDEPENDENT LIVING + MOBILITY

www.mobility4all.com.au

Cnr Sunderland St & Derwent Park Rd Moonah

Ph (03) 6273 8300 I info@mobility4all.com.au

53 Sunderland St (Crn Derwent Park Rd) Moonah

Future proof your home with  
a stairlift from the specialists:
Indoor and outdoor, straight and curved.

Statewide installation and service.

Checkout our displays at:

The Independent Living Centre,  
275 Wellington Street, South Launceston 

Mobility4all, 53 Sunderland Street 
(Cnr Derwent Park Road), Derwent Park

Tasmania’s only stairlift specialist

Straight Curved

Contact us for a quote today:
P: 1300 919 406 or 6272 2966

E: info@stairlifttasmania.com.au

W: stairlifttasmania.com.au

WHY MOVE?
Future proof your home with  
a stairlift from the specialists:
Indoor and outdoor, straight and curved.

Statewide installation and service.

Checkout our displays at:

The Independent Living Centre,  
275 Wellington Street, South Launceston 

Mobility4all, 53 Sunderland Street 
(Cnr Derwent Park Road), Derwent Park

Tasmania’s only stairlift specialist

Straight Curved

Contact us for a quote today:
P: 1300 919 406 or 6272 2966

E: info@stairlifttasmania.com.au

W: stairlifttasmania.com.au

WHY MOVE?

23 Derwent Park Rd,  
DERWENT PARK

Personal service and easy off street parking

From left, George Poulos (Jay-Nik Pty Ltd), University of Tasmania Vice Chancellor Rufus Black, Daniel Edwards, Dr Cayne Layton, Dr Niamh Chapman, Susan Bowler, Michael Ferguson MP,  
Premier of Tasmania Peter Gutwein, and Professor Matt King.
Photo credit: Alastair Bett/Inspiring Tasmania

From left, Taroona Fire Brigade first officer Tristan Roberts, Minister for Police, Fire and Emergency Management Jacquie 
Petrusma, Member for Clark Elise Archer and Taroona Fire Brigade chief officer Dermot Barry
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LOCAL not-for-profit 
group Tassie Mums is 
fully embracing the old 
adage that it takes a 
village to raise a child.

Tassie Mums, which 
recently celebrated its 
sixth birthday, provides 
essential everyday items 
to babies and children 
in need.

Donations of new 
and pre-loved clothing, 
nappies, play mats, 
bassinet and cot linen, 
toiletry packs and 
other small items are 
carefully sorted and 
bundled by volunteers 
and then “rehomed” 
to Tasmanian families 
across the state.

Clothing bundles 
are for girls and boys 
aged up to 12 years are 
especially popular.  A 

newborn bundle can 
contain up to 100 items 
of clothing, at least two 
books and two toys.

Tassie Mums 
founder Clair Harris 
said demand for the 
organisation’s services 
had risen during the 
pandemic.

All help provided by 
Tassie Mums is directed 
through social workers 
and case workers to 
ensure it goes to those 
in most need.

Partner organisations 
include Mission 
Australia, child and 
family health centres, 
CatholicCare, and 
Pregnancy Counselling 
and Support Tasmania.

Independent 
Member for Clark 
Andrew Wilkie is 

urging the community 
to consider donating 
goods or money to 
allow Tassie Mums to 
continue their great 
work, particularly over 
the busy Christmas 
period.

“I was delighted 
to visit Tassie Mums 
recently and to see the 
fabulous work they are 
doing for children and 
families most in need 
in Tasmania,” he said.

“The figures speak 
for themselves, with 65 
volunteers supporting 
60 organisations to 
provide essential baby 
and children’s items 
to 600 children in the 
past year alone.

“Their work is set 
to become even more 
important as the 

housing crisis worsens 
and COVID and other 
pressures fuel financial 
hardship, domestic 
violence and mental ill 
health.

“I put a call out to 
the community to 
please support Tassie 
Mums with donations 
of money and goods.”

For Clair Harris 
and her happy band 
of volunteers, their 
work for Tassie Mums 
remains a labour of 
love.

“I love it,” she said, “I 
live and breathe it and 
I wouldn’t do anything 
else now.”

To find out how you 
can help and exactly 
what can be donated 
to the organisation, go 
to www.tassiemums.org

THE history of the 
veteran-focused charity 
Legacy is set to be 
preserved, thanks to 
a $19,787 grant from 
the Federal Liberal 
Government.

The grant will help 
the organisation 
produce a publication 
that details the history 

of Legacy in Tasmania.
The funds are 

from the Saluting 
their Service (STS) 
Commemorative 
Grants Program, with 
more than $800,000 
in funding going to 
projects across Australia.

Liberal Senator for 
Tasmania Eric Abetz said 

the funding ensured the 
ongoing recognition of 
Tasmania’s servicemen 
and women.

“It’s important that 
the service and sacrifice 
of our local veterans are 
remembered through 
these community 
initiatives and this 
publication will mean 

that the vital work 
Legacy has provided in 
Tasmania will not be 
forgotten,” he said.

“Our veterans are 
rightfully recognised 
for their service and it’s 
just as important we 
recognise and preserve 
the history of Legacy 
in Tasmania, which has 

supported our veterans 
for nearly 100 years and 
in nearly every major 
conflict our nation has 
faced.”

The next round 
of STS grants is now 
open. For more 
information, go to www.
communitygrants.gov.
au/grants

Community News

Monopoly puts Hobart on the map
ANYONE can now visit their 
favourite Hobart locations at the 
roll of the dice, with the official 
Hobart Monopoly board being 
launched recently.

Thousands of Hobartians spent 
months carefully selecting the 
best locations to feature on the 
board, with local icons to make 
the cut including the Royal 

Tasmanian Botanical Gardens, 
kunanyi/Mount Wellington, the 
Theatre Royal, Blundstone Arena, 
the Female Factory, Salamanca 
Market, Wrest Point and MACq 
01 Hotel.

Sullivans Cove Marina, the 
Shot Tower at Taroona, the Red 
Decker Bus, the Mona Ferry and 
Hobart Airport also appear.

“Hobart is an incredibly 
picturesque region rich with 
heritage and art that we aimed 
to immortalise with this board,” 
Marc Dragicevic from custom 
Monopoly board makers Winning 
Moves said.

“We are so excited to launch 
this edition and offer Hobartians 
a board where they can live the 

local experience in a fun and 
reminiscent way.”

The New Monopoly: Hobart 
Edition is available now from Big 
W, Sanity, QBD, Dymocks, Good 
Games, Area 52, Gameology, 
Nextra, NewsXpress, Mures, 
Royal Tasmanian Botanical 
Gardens and Toyworld for RRP 
$55.99.

HIT FM presenters Nathan Roye and Jimmy Smith help launch the new Hobart Monopoly game at Wrest Point

Bundles of joy from Tassie Mums

Tassie Mums founder Clair Harris with independent MHR for Clark Andrew Wilkie

New grant preserves 
Hobart’s war legacy 

Liberal Senator Eric Abetz and Hobart Legacy President 
Robert Grey
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FIVE decades of Hobart’s 
iconic outdoor market 
will be presented in 
pictorial form next 
month, as Salamanca 
Market celebrates its 50th 
birthday.

In preparation for the 
milestone, self-labelled 
“market kid” and stallholder 
Emma Hope has been 
rummaging through her 
family photos to uncover 
memories to share in a 
special photographic 
exhibition – and she urges 
others to do the same.

“I’ve already started 
looking through the family 
photos,” she said. “There’s 
a few of Mum at the stall 
and people who worked 
for her. 

“It’s really interesting 
because the backdrop with 

the old buildings is exactly 
the same. I don’t have 
many photos, so I’m really 
looking forward to seeing 
what other people have.”

Ms Hope is among a 
generation of stallholders 
who grew up at Salamanca 
Market. Her mother, Sue, 
was one of the market’s 
original stallholders and 
one of the first in Tasmania 
to sell vintage wares.

“I used to make cubby 
houses under the jumper 
table with all the other 
market kids,” she said. 

“The market is in my 
blood. Even today, I 
consider my market 
neighbours my market 
family. 

“It’s more than just 
a market – it’s a real 
community.”

Ms Hope recently took 
on the role of President 
of the Salamanca Market 
Stallholders’ Association – 
a role previously held by 

her mother in the market’s 
earlier days.

Having taken over her 
mother’s stall, she is one 
of several “market kids” 

who have carried on 
their parents’ legacies in 
the continually evolving 
Salamanca Market.

Continued page 2
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Salamanca Market Stallholders’ Association President Emma Hope is looking forward to the 
upcoming photographic exhibition to celebrate 50 years of the market.

Pitch-perfect

Hobart icon’s half-century
Exhibition to share 
market memories

Join in community carols
THE sound of Christmas 
carols will ring through Hobart 
during December, with four 
community events supported 
by the City of Hobart’s 
Christmas Grants program.

While all events are free to 
attend, events are ticketed 
to comply with COVID-safe 
requirements.

The festivities start with 
the Sunshine Carols Family 
Christmas Festival at St 
David’s Park on Sunday 5 
December. Hosted by John X, 
there will be performances 
by the Royal Australian Navy 

Band Tasmania, Big Monkey 
Theatre Co, and more. 

For a different flavour, 
the Latino Vibes Festival 
Christmas Carols will be on 

Saturday 11 December at 
Long Beach Reserve in Sandy 
Bay.  

Enjoy an assortment of 
food, music performances, 
and family entertainment 
across two family-friendly 
sessions:  2pm to 6pm, and 
6pm to 10pm. 

Also on 11 December, the 
Archdiocese of Hobart will 
present Carols on the Hill 
from 7 pm. 

MC Sam Clear will host a 
showcase of local musical 
artists performing well-known 

Continued page 2

CRICKET on a summer day is a much-loved 
pastime, but the effort that goes into curating 
cricket pitches for weekend use is often 
underestimated.

Steve Cook is one of three specialist curators 
employed by the City of Hobart to manage five 
turf wicket fields used by both junior and senior 
cricket.

Having worked with the City of Hobart for 
20 years – 18 of those preparing wickets – Mr 
Cook is passionate about his vocation, taking 
well-earned pride in his work.

“This is my sport now,” he said. “When you 
see the pitch being used on the weekend – it’s 
something you’ve created. You only get out of

Continued page 3
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Festive tunes fill the cityCommunity 
carols events
From page 1
traditional Christmas carols and 
hymns. Tickets are required for these 
three events.

Rounding out the carols season 
are the WE-HO-HO Street Parties 
in West Hobart. 

Local celebrations for local 
families, the street parties provide 
the opportunity to enjoy the 
company of neighbours and build 
community connections. 

Roaming carollers will bring the 
festive sounds to various locations, 
and families are encouraged to run 
their own sing-alongs in between 
acts. There will be six street parties 
across West Hobart between 
6.30 pm and 8.30 pm on Friday 17 
December.

For more information on these 
events and to register for free 
tickets, visit hobartcity.com.au/
Christmascarols.

FESTIVE entertainment is 
continuing across the city as 
Christmas approaches.

Last month, an oversized 
parcel addressed to Hobart 
mysteriously appeared next to 
the Christmas tree and moved 
around the city, before being 
opened to reveal Santa’s mobile 
meet-and-greet grotto.

Santa and his grotto will be 
at Mawson Place until Thursday 
9 December, before popping 
up at Wellington Arcade on 
Saturday 11 December and 
Salamanca Market on Saturday 
18 December to meet local 
children.

Christmas-themed 
entertainment is bringing 
festive sights and sounds to 
the city every weekend until 12 
December, then daily from 15 to 
23 December. 

Entertainment includes live 

music, bouncing reindeer and 
other roving performers. Plus, 
catch the 7HOFM Selfie Elfie out 
and about on weekdays.

The 14m-tall Mawson Place 
Christmas tree is a spectacular 
sight, featuring hundreds of 

stainless steel baubles and 7500 
twinkling LED lights that light up 
every night of the festive season.

For more information about 
upcoming Hobart Christmas 
in the City activities, visit 
hobartcity.com.au/christmas. 

GIFT wrapping will be available 
at Elizabeth Mall in the lead-up 
to Christmas in return for a small 
donation to a local charity.

Gifts will be expertly wrapped 
in high-quality and sustainably 
sourced wrapping paper to make 
gift-giving extra special.

This year’s charities and 
community groups work to 
support local children, young 

people, women and families in 
need, and people living with 
disability. 

The Charity Christmas Gift 
Wrapping Service is from Friday 
10 December until Thursday 23 
December between 10 am and 4 
pm daily.

Find it located next to the 
Information Hub in Elizabeth 
Mall.

Christmas shopping wrapped up

From page 1 
“There used to be a lot of 

second hand, but now there’s 
more makers and creatives,” 
she said. “The market we see 
today is really something to 
be proud of.”

Though the shutdown of 
the market last year due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic was 
“devastating” for Ms Hope 
and her fellow stallholders, 
the support shown by locals 
in the months since has 
proven to be a silver lining.

“It’s Tasmania’s number one 
tourist attraction, and there 
was this perception for a long 
time that the market was just 
for tourists,” she said. 

“But people have been 
coming down to rediscover 
the market and finding out it’s 
so much more than that.”

Salamanca Market’s 50th 
birthday will be celebrated 
on 22 January 2022 with 
an exhibition of historical 

photographs spanning half 
a century. The exhibition will 
then move to the Waterside 
Pavilion at Mawson Place.

 Community members 
are invited to contribute 
their own photographs to 
the exhibition by Friday 17 
December. 

Digital photos can be 
submitted via Salamanca 
Market’s website, or 
photographs can be dropped 
at the customer service centre 
at the corner of Elizabeth and 
Davey streets for scanning.

A Waterfront Weekend 
with family entertainment 
and activities on Parliament 
House Lawns will add a party 
atmosphere to the birthday 
celebrations. 

Find out more about 
the upcoming 50th 
birthday celebrations at 
salamancamarket.com.au  
or follow the market on 
Facebook and Instagram. 

50 years of market

Free parking
FREE parking is available at the 
Regatta Grounds from 13 December 
right up until Christmas Eve.

The Regatta Grounds are just a 
few minutes’ walk from Hobart’s 
CBD and waterfront.

Park for free between 9.30 am 
and 6 pm daily. Gates will be closed 
outside of these times.
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From page 1
it what you put in to it. 
I get up in the morning 
and think ‘how can I 
make the pitch better?’”

It takes a minimum of 
six weeks to transform 
a sportsground from 
a football field into a 
cricket oval between 
seasons.

Program Leader 
Sport and Recreation 
Shannon Avery said the 
City’s five turf wicket 
grounds – TCA Ground, 
Queenborough Oval, 
Soldiers Memorial Oval, 
New Town Oval,  and 
Clare Street Oval – were 
all heavily used for 
winter sport.

“At the end of the 
season, each ground 
is fully renovated by 
coring, slicing, and 
vertidraining. Then sand 
is spread on the playing 
surface and the ground 
is top-seeded,” he said.

“The wicket square 
is laser-levelled with 
wicket clay, and any 
damaged patches are 
repaired, before the 
square is seeded with 
new grass.”

During the cricket 

season, Mr Cook waters 
the wicket area by hand 
up to several times a 
day, and cuts and rolls 
the pitch most days – 
all the while carefully 
assessing and tending 
to the condition of the 
surface. 

“You’ve got to go 
with your gut and 
read the pitch and the 
conditions,” he said. 

“Evaporation makes a 

difference. If you don’t 
give it enough water, it 
will crack. But you don’t 
want to give it too much 
water either.”

Throughout the week, 
he repairs divots in the 
pitch, marks the creases 
and boundary lines, and 
repairs and maintains 
the practice pitch for 
club training use.

The outfields are 
mowed to 13mm three 

times a week to keep 
them in top shape. 

Up to seven pitches 
can be prepared per 
wicket square, with each 
being used for about 
four weeks before the 
next one is activated.

The City of Hobart 
manages 19 sporting 
fields and employs 15 
staff to make sure they 
are available year round 
for community use.

DOGS and their humans are 
now able to take advantage of a 
new rehydration station located 
at Soldiers Memorial Oval on 
Queens Domain.

Thanks to a donation of $1000 
from the Hobart Dog Training 
Club (HDTC), the new water 
fountain is one of two additions 
to the city’s tap water refill 
network. 

A second dog-friendly water 
station has been installed at 
South Hobart Oval.

With more than 300 members, 

the HDTC runs a range of classes 
from puppy and beginners’ 
obedience classes through to 
tracking, flyball and more.

“This will benefit dogs, kids, 
joggers, and everyone else 
who enjoys the green spaces at 
the Domain,” HDTC President 
Wayne Johnson said.

“You can fill your drink bottle, 
or get a drink for you and your 
dog at the same time.”

There are now 40 water refill 
stations across the Hobart local 
government area.

FIREWORKS will again welcome the new 
year on the River Derwent.

The City of Hobart will present two 
fireworks displays, with the first being at 
the family-friendly time of 9.30 pm.

A second display will herald the start 
of the new year at midnight.

Both shows will last eight minutes and 
will be choreographed to a theme and 
music. 

The fireworks will be fired from a barge 
near Sullivan’s Cove, with plenty of 
vantage points along the river. To watch 
the fireworks from the waterfront at the 
Taste of Summer, tickets can be booked 
at tasteofsummer.com.au/nye. 
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Fireworks to 
welcome 2022

New place to go
A NEW toilet and amenities block at 
Long Beach, Sandy Bay, is ready for use.

Construction finished in early 
December on the new building, which 
includes a family room, accessible toilet, 
two outdoor showers and a usable 
rooftop area. 

The building has been designed to 
nestle into the existing embankment.

Some works are still to be completred 
to a new pathway and grassed areas.

The project was funded through 
a federal government community 
infrastructure grant.

Council meetings
COUNCIL Meetings are held in the 
Council Chambers at the Town Hall at 
5pm, unless otherwise advertised.

All Council and Committee meetings 
are streamed live on the City of Hobart’s 
YouTube channel, and agendas are 
published on the City’s website. 

Upcoming full Council meeting 
dates: 

• Mon 6 & Thu 16 December
• Mon 31 January
• Tue 15 & Mon 28 February
• Tue 15 & Mon 28 March

Bin days as usual 
during holidays

Water flows for dogs on Domain

Tess the border collie has a drink from 
the new water fountain at Soldiers 
Memorial Oval.

Turf team’s pitch-perfect delivery

City of Hobart ground curator Steve Cook has been preparing wickets for nearly 20 years.

ALL kerbside waste, recycling and 
FOGO collections will be as per normal 
schedule across the holiday period.

Bins should be put out on the regular 
bin day. To make sure no bins are 
missed, please put bins kerbside before 
6am on collection day.

The McRobies Gully Waste 
Management Centre will be open every 
day except Christmas Day and New 
Year’s Day. On other public holidays, 
opening hours are 10 am to 4 pm.

To check your waste collection day, 
visit hobartcity.com.au/binday.

Ferry to sail on Saturdays
A FREE summer ferry service 
across the River Derwent will 
soon be available on Saturdays.

The Derwent Ferries service 
will add Saturdays to its sailing 
schedule starting 18 December.

It follows the recent expansion 
of weekday peak services 
under the state government’s 
commuter ferry trial. 

Locals and visitors alike are 
invited to catch the Saturday 
ferry for free to visit Salamanca 
Market, and Hobart’s waterfront 
and CBD precincts. 

The City of Hobart committed 
funds to the service as part 
of a package to support local 
businesses, and is working 
with the City of Clarence 

on a potential partnership 
arrangement that will be 
discussed at the Clarence 
City Council meeting on 13 
December.

The ferry is equipped with a 
kiosk, bar, and bicycle storage.

The Saturday timetable 
will be released shortly at 
derwentferries.com.au. 



Hobart Observer DECEMBER 2021 11

WHEN the Leonard Wall 
Valley Street Bushcare group 
fell into decline and was 
under threat of disbanding, 
Vicki Martin pounded 
the pavement, letterbox 
dropping the surrounding 
streets to keep it alive. 

She found Debbie Chung, 
with whom she has formed 
a dynamic duo, meeting 
fortnightly and combatting 
the tide of forget-me-nots 
and other weeds in the area.

This commitment and 
passion for her local area has 
earned Ms Martin the 2021 
Bushcare Golden Secateurs 
Award.

Known among Bushcare 
volunteers for her warm-

hearted, positive, bubbly 
personality, Ms Martin has 
been with Bushcare since the 
earliest days of the program. 

This year’s Trackcare Legend 
award went to Petr Otahal, 
who has become an integral 
member of the team and 
has passed on his passion by 
getting his children involved 
in the volunteer program.

This year, the Bushcare 
program has welcomed more 
than 300 new volunteers, and 
contributed in excess of 3500 
hours of work maintaining 
bushland reserves. 

Find out more about the 
Bushcare program and how 
to get involved at hobartcity.
com.au/Bushcare.

CONVERSATIONS about 
the presence of Franklin 
Square’s controversial 
William Crowther statue 
have been captured on 
film and presented for 
public viewing. 

The final instalment 
of four-part temporary 
artwork program 
Crowther Reinterpreted 
is by Hobart writer, 
photographer and 
filmmaker Jillian Mundy. 

Titled Something 
Missing, the work includes 
a viewing enclosure at 
Franklin Square, where 
members of the public 
can view the short film. It 
is a direct response to the 
third work in the series, 
BREATHING SPACE by 
Julie Gough, for which 
a timber crate was 
place over the statue of 
Crowther.

Mundy interviewed 
people who visited 
Franklin Square, asking 
whether they knew what 
was in the crate and 

seeking their opinions on 
the statue.

“Many colonial statues 
are offensive, some more 
than others,” the artist 
said. “This is the case of 
the statue of Crowther in 
Franklin Square – a statue 
on a massive pedestal, yet 

details of his gory deeds 
are missing, just like much 
of lutruwita’s (Tasmania’s) 
history.”

To contribute to the 
discussion and provide 
feedback on the artwork, 
visit yoursay.hobartcity.
com.au.  
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CONTACT THE CITY OF HOBART
03 6238 2711       coh@hobartcity.com.au GPO Box 503, Hobart TAS 7001

Artist Jillian Mundy has made a film that captures people’s 
responses to the William Crowther statue.

Art sparks conversation

Recycle old 
TV screens
OLD televisions and computer monitors 
can find new life through an e-waste 
recycling program now offered at the 
McRobies Gully Waste Management 
Centre.

The City of Hobart has recently 
partnered with TechCollect to recycle 
old TVs and computer monitors as part 
of a national scheme to prevent them 
from going to landfill. 

Along with other larger e-waste 
items like computers, laptops, stereos 
and printers, TVs and monitors can be 
dropped off for free at McRobies.

Smaller items, like mobile phones 
and tablets, can be dropped into the 
recycling units at the City of Hobart’s 
customer service centre at the corner of 
Davey and Elizabeth streets. Recycling 
units are also located at the TasTAFE 
Campbell St Campus, UTAS Sandy 
Bay Campus, New Town High School, 
Hobart College, and the Sustainability 
Learning Centre at Mt Nelson.

Other difficult-to-recycle items like 
toothbrushes and toothpaste tubes, 
light globes, small batteries, pens and 
markers, and toner cartridges are also 
accepted. A list of what can be recycled 
is at hobartcity.com.au/wasteA-Z. 

Bushfire study results
NEARLY one in five people living 
near bushland in Hobart plan 
to remain in their homes even 
under life-threatening bushfire 
conditions, while four in five 
expect to experience a serious 
bushfire during their lifetime.

These findings are part of 
new research carried out by 
the University of Tasmania’s Dr 
Chloe Lucas in partnership with 
the City of Hobart, to gauge the 
community’s attitudes towards 
bushfire preparation.

Dr Lucas surveyed more 
than 400 people living on the 
urban fringe of Hobart in areas 
most exposed to bushfire risk, 
including Fern Tree, South 
Hobart, West Hobart, Lenah 
Valley and Mt Nelson. Residents 
also participated in focus groups 
as part of the study.

The research shows that more 
than 80 per cent of people in 
Hobart living close to bushland 
expect to experience a serious 
bushfire in their lifetime and 
almost half said the thought of 
bushfire caused them stress.

“One of the things that makes 

people anxious is if they don’t 
have a clear idea of the point at 
which they’ll decide it’s not safe 
to stay,” Dr Lucas said. 

“Working out a safe trigger to 
leave, and how to recognise that 
trigger when it happens, is a 
vital part of bushfire planning.”

The upcoming bushfire season 
is expected to start later than 
usual as a result of the wet 
spring, but could be fuelled by 
increased vegetation that will 
quickly dry out over summer.  

The City of Hobart’s annual 
bushfire mitigation program 
includes planned fuel reduction 
burns, fuel break and fire trail 
upgrades and maintenance, 
and local community bushfire 
meetings. 

All residents who live in or 
near bushland are urged to 
prepare or review their Bushfire 
Survival Plan. Information on 
how to create a plan is available 
at bushfire.tas.gov.au or the 
City of Hobart’s website.

Golden secateurs
Vicki Martin with fellow Bushcare volunteer Debbie Chung.
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THE members of a local 
rock band are toasting 
the release of their debut 
album the best way 
they could imagine – by 
launching their own beer.

Glenorchy stoner-
rock trio Mountains of 
Madness has collaborated 
with North Hobart’s 
Shambles Brewery to 
create a limited-edition 
red lager to accompany 
the group’s album, the 
appropriately titled Hold 
My Beer.

Guitarist Baz Leek said 
the beer-loving band 
thought it would be 
cool to have their own 
brew to help launch the 
record, which features 
eight of their signature 
riff-heavy, up-tempo rock 
tunes.

They reached out to 
local craft beer expert 
Luke Dempsey of Sonic 

Syrup Distribution, who 
put them in touch with 
the team at Shambles.

“Beer and rock is the 
perfect match,” Baz said.

“We were stoked that 
Shambles jumped on 
board. They’ve created 
a Vienna-style red lager 
based on the simple fact 
that we like lager beer 
and stout, and this style 
lands in between the 
two.”

Shambles head brewer 
Cornel Ianculovici said 
red or amber lagers are 
quite uncommon.

“It’s completely 
different than anything 
else we’ve got on tap,” 
he said.

“We didn’t go into this 
to target the mainstream 
and brew something 
that would sell lots, and 
that’s not what the band 
does either - they’re not 

writing flashy pop songs 
for the radio.

“I think people who 
are into the band will 
like the beer, and that’s 
what’s important to us.”

Cans of the new beer 
will be available from 
Shambles and bottle 
shops, and it’ll be on tap 
at Shambles and selected 
other bars.

Mountains of Madness 
launched the album at 
Shambles on November 
28 and plan to play 
live shows at local pubs 
stocking the beer, before 
touring interstate in the 
new year.

“Like many artists 
we’ve had to cancel a 
lot of gigs the past 18 
months, including a stint 
interstate,” Baz said.

“So once borders are 
open, we’ll be keen to 
get over there.”

Rockin’ beer a real Shambles
Mountains of Madness L-R: Baz Leek, Adrian Smith, Bert Pitfield

Working
communities
and forests
More than 1,000 of Sustainable 
Timber Tasmania’s employees and 
contractors are part of your local 
community. Including Kylie (pictured 
left), trainee forester and fi refi ghter 
with Sustainable Timber Tasmania.

This year, Sustainable Timber 
Tasmania injected over $115 million 
directly into the state’s economy, 
with 98% of purchases made to 673 
Tasmanian businesses.

The Kermandie Hotel in Port Huon 
is one of many local businesses 
that Sustainable Timber Tasmania 
proudly supports.

Together, Kylie and Michelle, Sales 
and Marketing Manager at the 
Kermandie Hotel both play an integral 
role in the Huon Valley community.

View our 2020–2021 
Annual Report at 
sttas.com.au

Kermandie Hotel, Port Huon�             

 210424

“Every job and every 
contribution to regional 

communities is important."

ESSENTIALLY Mobile, 
one of Tasmania’s leading 
and most reputable 
phone repair stores in, 
recently moved location 
to the ground floor of 
152 Macquarie Street to 
accommodate its growing 
customer demand.

Formerly located at 
Collins Street, Essentially 
Mobile’s new store 
has had an expensive 
fit out, featuring a 
retail storefront and 
a larger workshop to 
accommodate the 
17 engineers and 
technicians.

Essentially Mobile is 
Tasmania’s only Samsung 
service centre to repair 
all phones, tablets and 
watches both in and out 
of warranty, and also 
does repairs on other 
major brands such as 
Apple, Oppo, Pixel and 
Huawei.

It is locally owned and 
operated, and has grown 
considerably since it was 
established in 2005 by 
director Robert Huxtable 
and his business partner 
John Barrett.

The business ensures 
high quality in all aspects 

of its work, with some 
of the most highly 
trained technicians in the 
country.

“We’re very meticulous 
about our quality control, 
we don’t want phones 
coming back after their 
repairs, so we’re very 
stringent on testing 
which sets us apart from 
our competitors,” Mr 
Huxtable said.

“We invest heavily 
in the highest quality 
equipment and utensils 
including heat mats, 
micro sewing equipment, 
electric screwdrivers and 
really high-quality laser 
machines.

“We also have a 
commitment to investing 
in our people and 
upskilling them to ensure 
that they have the best 
possible skills to provide 
that point of difference 
for our customers.”

Essentially Mobile 
manager Ben Sturges 
said the Christmas period 
was the perfect time to 
get your phone screen 
repaired.

“Phone repairs have a 
very quick turn-around 
with the average time 

taking around an hour 
and more complex 
repairs done within 24 
hours,” he said.

Essentially Mobile has 
a range of ‘Refurbies’ 
available, which would 
make the ideal Christmas 
gift.

Refurbies are repaired 
second-hand phones 
made with genuine parts, 
new screens and new 
batteries.

“The products are 95 
per cent similar to the 
brand-new products 
but for a much cheaper 
price,” Mr Huxtable said.

“Most of these products 
also have a 12-month 
guarantee warranty which 
really sets us apart from 

our competitors.”
The business also 

stocks quality accessories, 
chargers and cables.

A founding principle 
to Essentially Mobile’s 
business that has 
allowed them to remain 
competitive for many 
years, is the strong 
emphasis they place on 
honesty and reliability 
with their customers.

“We treat people really 
well and go the extra 
mile for them, and they 
come back time and time 
again,” Mr Huxtable said.

Essentially Mobile is 
located on the ground 
floor of 152 Macquarie 
Street, with easy street 
parking located outside.

Essentially Mobile relocates 
just in time for Christmas
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AFTER Big Monkey 
Theatre’s much-
loved annual family 
show at the Royal 
Tasmanian Botanical 
Gardens was cancelled 
last year because 
of COVID, theatre-
lovers can get swept 
up in a swashbuckling 
adventure this summer 

when the good ship 
‘Hispaniola’ sets sail for 
‘Treasure Island’.

What will happen 
when Jemma Hawkins 
and a band of bumbling 
pirates set sail to find 
the fabulous treasure of 
Captain Flint?

Find out when this 
adaptation of the 

Robert Louis Stevenson 
classic brings catchy 
songs, crazy characters 
and lots of laughs to 
the RTBG.

“Last year, we had to 
apologise to hundreds 
of disappointed 
children, teachers and 
parents because of 
the COVID lockdown 

restrictions,” director 
Les Winspear said.

“But this year we will 
make up for it with an 
exciting, rollicking and 
thoroughly enjoyable 
adaptation of the 
Robert Louis Stevenson 
classic ‘Treasure Island’. 

“We have assembled 
a very talented cast 

to perform the 14 
characters who take 
us on this adventure 
to find Captain Flint’s 
buried treasure, and 
the site in the Royal 
Tasmanian Botanical 
Gardens in which we 
stage the show makes 
a superb tropical island 
setting.”

Starring Andrew 
Casey, Louise Stubbs, 
Sara Cooper, Finlay 
Underwood and 
Samantha James-
Radford, ‘Treasure 
Island’ will be 
performed in the Royal 
Tasmanian Botanical 
Gardens from 4-23 
January, with shows 

every day except 
Mondays.

Tickets are available 
from the Theatre Royal 
box office, the RTBG 
shop, or at the gate 30 
minutes before each 
show.

For more information, 
go to www.bigmonkey.
com.au

From left, Andrew Casey as Long John Silver, Louise Stubs as Jemma Hawkins, Sara Cooper as Billy Bones, Samantha James-Radford as Ben Gunn, and Finlay Underwood as Blind Pew

Tuesday to Friday 11am • Saturday 2 & 5pm • Sunday 2pm Bookings: Theatre Royal 6146 3300   www.theatreroyal.com.au - or the RTBG Shop
Also available at the Gardens 30 minutes prior to performance

Tuesday to Friday 11am • Saturday 2 & 5pm • Sunday 2pm Bookings: Theatre Royal 6146 3300   www.theatreroyal.com.au - or the RTBG Shop
Also available at the Gardens 30 minutes prior to performance

Monkeying around on Treasure Island
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SURF’S up this Summer, 
with SurfGroms programs 
helping kids aged five to 
12 years old develop their 
surfing skills and ride the 
waves.

While younger surfers and 
paddlers are still developing 
fundamental movements 
such as balance, agility and 
coordination, the older kids 
are more developed both 
mentally and physically, 
and require a different 
approach when learning 
new skills.

In order to successfully 

engage a broad audience, 
SurfGroms was developed 
with two distinct age 
categories and five separate 
skill levels:

• MiniGroms (five to 
eight years old)
• SuperGroms (nine to 
12 years old)

Although both categories 
work towards the same 
skill levels and objectives, a 
different learning approach 
is taken for MiniGroms and 
SuperGroms.

Participants will receive 
a SurfGrom hooded towel 

at their first lesson, but 
register a few weeks before 
the program commences to 
ensure it arrives on time.

The hooded towel will 
be delivered directly 
to the surf school of 
the participant within a 
reasonable timeframe.

Rip Curl rash shirts will 
be provided to use during 
lessons, along with Bugs 
Softboards.

To search nearby 
Tasmanian surf schools and 
SurfGroms programs, visit 
www.surfgroms.com.

Surfing the waves 
t his  S ummer

W�LWORTHS SURFGROMSW�LWORTHS SURFGROMS

SOME of Tasmania’s 
brightest singing stars will 
celebrates the joy and 
excitement of Christmas at 
a spectacular new show this 
month – and the Glenorchy 
Gazette can help get you 

there.
Local fundraising legend 

Jordon King will host 
his ‘Carols of Christmas 
Spectacular’ at the Theatre 
Royal on 17 December, 
featuring a number of local 

musical theatre and cabaret 
stars including Rebecca 
Oliver-Black, Jojo Sebastian, 
Deklan Haas, Matt Newell, 
Dwayne Everett-Smith, 
Taylah Evans, Chloe Honig, 
Campbell Braithwaite, 
Samantha James-Radford, 
Jeremy Matcham, Naarah - 
and Santa!

The Carols of Christmas 
Spectacular will not only 
ignite your holiday spirit 
and remind you that 
Christmas truly is the most 
wonderful time of the year, 
but also raise much-needed 
funds for the Royal Hobart 
Hospital Children’s Ward.

Jordon has been 

motivated to give back to 
the RHH Children’s Ward 
since he spent time there 
when he was younger, and 
has organised a number of 
charity fundraising events 
for the ward in recent years.

In 2018 he organised 
a ‘Mega Charity Family 
Fun Day’ at the Hobart 
Showgrounds which raised 
more than $4,700 for the 
ward.

For three consecutive 
years, Jordon dressed as 
Santa and took a boat ride 
down the Derwent, stopping 
along the way to receive 
donations and distribute 
lollies to kids. 

But when the COVID 
pandemic prevented him 
from making the trip 
last year, he organised a 
Christmas carols event at 
the Glenorchy showgrounds 
instead, attracting about 
800 people.

“Last year was a huge 
success, so we planned it 
again for this year,” Jordon 
said.

“The Theatre Royal has 
come on board as our 
new venue, which is really 
exciting because it’s so 
beautiful.

“We’ve got some amazing 
musical theatre performers 
and cabaret stars from 

around Tasmania, plus 
we’ve got people flying in 
from Melbourne and New 
South Wales to be part of 
it.

“We’ve got a house band 
and professional light and 
sound, and I really want it 
to be the magical holiday 
event of the season.”

Jordon King’s Carols 
of Christmas Spectacular 
will light up the Theatre 
Royal from 8pm on Friday 
17 December. Tickets are 
$33.90 each or $105.50 
for a family of four. 
Phone 61463300 or go 
to theareroyal.com.au for 
bookings.

Name  .................................................................
Phone  ................................................................ 
Email  .................................................................
Address  .............................................................
.............................................................................

Win one of  four  
family passes

Jordon King and CorComms are giving away four family passes 
to the Christmas Event of the Season – Jordon King’s Carols of 
Christmas Spectacular at the Theatre Royal on 17 December. 
Come along and see why Christmas is truly the most wonderful 
time of the year.

To enter, complete your details above and post your entry by  
December 12, to: Hobart Observer – Jordon King Competition,  
Level 2, 152 Macquarie Street, Hobart, Tasmania, 7000. Winner  

adults and two children or one adult and three children.

Jordon’s Christmas carol concert for charity
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LOCAL theatre company 
Hamley Productions’ popular 
Shakespearean mash-up is 
back this summer, returning 
to picturesque Pooley Wines 
in Richmond for its fifth 
anniversary shows.

Combining hilarious 
comic scenes and passionate 
tragedy from ‘Henry V’, 
‘Comedy of Errors’, ‘King 
Lear’ and ‘The Tempest’, 
this year’s production of ‘A 
Midsummer’s Much Ado 
about Kings, Queens and 
Jokers’ is guaranteed to not 
disappoint.

Audiences are encouraged 
to book early, with shows in 
previous years all selling out.

This year’s production 
features a stellar new 
cast, with seasoned local 
performers Kate Choraziak, 
Lisa Gormley, Jeff Michel 

and Chris Hamley all 
portraying multiple characters 
throughout the show.

Hamley is also directing 
and producing the show 
with wife Katharine, with 
the pair bringing decades 
of experience in Tasmania’s 
professional and amateur 
theatre scenes to the 
production.

The tenth show that 
the Hamleys’ local theatre 
company has staged over 
the past five years, ‘A 
Midsummer’s Much Ado 
about Kings, Queens and 
Jokers’ will be performed in 
and around the cellar door 
and country landscapes of 
Pooley Wines in the beautiful 
Coal Valley.

Audiences can complete 
the experience by indulging 
in some decadent cheese, 

charcuterie boards and 
Pooley’s award-winning wines, 
on a twilight summer evening 
with friends and loved ones.

With theatre productions 
slowly returning after the 
COVID-19 pandemic shut 
down much of the performing 
arts industry over the past 18 
months, Katharine and Chris 
Hamley are encouraging 
audiences to support the 
talented performers and crew 
who have worked hard to 
bring this year’s production of 
‘A Midsummer’s Much Ado’ 
to the stage.

The show will run from 
6-23 January at Pooley 
Wines in Richmond, opening 
with a fifth anniversary gala 
performance on the 6th.

To purchase tickets, go to 
www.hamleyproductions.
com.au

The cast of ‘A Midsummer’s Much Ado about Kings, Queens & Jokers’, from left  Chris Hamley, 
Lisa Gormley, Kate Choraziak and Jeff Michel

Celebrating Hamley Productions’ 
fifth anniversary this Summer

BRINGING ALL THE 

VIBES  
TO THE EAST COAST

TICKETS: SPRINGBAYMILL.COM

SUMMER
  

AT TH
E

 M
ILL

GIN & JAZZ DECEMBER 11 
Gin Masterclass with Natalie Fryer.  
Jazz, funk and soul with Kelly Ottaway Trio.

A SHOOTING STAR SOIRÉE DECEMBER 14 
A viewing party for the Geminid Meteor 
Shower in our wide-open spaces and 
minimal light pollution.

HAIR OF THE DOG JANUARY 2 
Dust off hangovers and old habits at Hair  
of the Dog with soulful live music (BOIL UP,  
DJ MVMC), cocktails and invigorating juices,  
a whole spit roast and more.

SUNFLOWER FESTIVAL JANUARY 29 
Celebrate all things sunny and flowery  
at our annual Sunflower Festival.

DENTURE CLINIC 
IN CLAREMONT
Let Lauren and Maria 
ensure your smile creates 
a lasting impression
 
• Free Consultation

• No referrals needed

• DVA & Private health 
funds welcome

 − Same Day Repairs and Relines
 − Full and Partial Dentures 

6249 1733
Shop 3/29 Main Road, Claremont (same complex as newsagency)
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MARION BAY ROAST CHICKENS .....................................................................$7.99
ROAST MEALS ..................................................................................................$11.95
EGG & BACON ROLL + A BARISTA COFFEE .................................................... $9.95
FLAKE & CHIPS .................................................................................................$8.95
FRESH SANDWICHES, CAKES & BURGERS ............................................FROM $4.95

ROKEBY
42 South Arm Road
Open 4am-10pm 7 Days

PHONE ORDERS WELCOME 6247 7627
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Party with  
the locals

HARTZ has been bringing the  
fun to Tasmania for over  

thirty years. 

Find your favourite flavour   
in a fridge near you :)
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SUMMER   TIME
Do you enjoy being outdoors?

Are you physically fit and can work
on your feet all day? 

Do you enjoy working as part of  a 
team?

Do you want to work for a
reputable employer?

If  you said yes to all of  these

WE WANT YOU!
picking registrations

NOW OPEN
Cherries Tasmania Orchards Old Beach

www.cherriestasmania.com.au/picking-registration

GET YOUR SECOND DOSE

FINISH THE JOB

To protect yourself against COVID-19 

you must get your second dose 

of the vaccine.

Walk-in to a free public vaccination 

clinic (no appointment necessary) 

or book by going online or calling the 

Public Health Hotline.

You can also get your vaccinations 

at participating GPs or pharmacies.

Public Health Hotline 1800 671 738 
coronavirus.tas.gov.au/vaccine
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SPECIALISING 
IN ALL YOUR 
DENTURE 
CARE NEEDS

• DVA and PENSIONERS welcome
• Comfortable natural looking dentures
• flexible metal free partial dentures
• affordable IMPLANT retained dentures
• Same day repairs, relines

CALL 6272 0544 NOW TO 
BOOK YOUR FREE CONSULTATION!

Now in two great locations: 118 Main Road Moonah 
and city address available by request

DRY July donations 
topped $13.3 million in 
2021, with more than 
38,000 Australians giving 
up alcohol for a month 
to raise money for those 
affected by cancer.

The Prostate Cancer 
Foundation of Australia 
received $1.2 million 
of the funds, helping it 
implement a vital new 
Telenursing Service that 
will help save lives.

“The Prostate Cancer 
Telenursing Service 
helps allay fears and 
encourage patients to 
seek medical advice if 
they are struggling and 
need immediate support,” 
Hobart specialist nurse Ian 
Henderson said.

Mr Henderson 
was one of the first 
Commonwealth-funded 
nurses supported 

by Prostate Cancer 
Foundation of Australia 
and has seen first-hand the 
need for more telehealth 
services.

“In the past decade 
there have been a lot 
more men developing 
prostate cancer, but the 
survival rates are also 
much better so having 
extra funding has been 
crucial in providing men 
with support resources,” 
he said.

Prostate cancer has no 
early symptoms and there 
are no screening tests, so 
it’s up to men to go to the 
doctor and get checked.

“Raising awareness 
and encouraging men to 
go to the doctor and be 
better at health prevention 
is really important,” Mr 
Henderson said.

The telenursing service 

will help more men detect 
cancer early, understand 
their diagnosis and 
treatment options, and 
increase their long-term 
quality of life after being 
diagnosed.

“When someone first 
finds out they have cancer 
they only take in about 
20 per cent of what is told 
to them at the time,” Mr 
Henderson said.

“So it is valuable to 
have a nurse there, where 

possible, to follow things 
up and make sure they 
understand their treatment 
options.

“There are only two 
prostate cancer nurses 
in the state and we 
each receive half of our 
funding from Dry July, so 
Tasmanians can know that 
their donations towards 
the foundation are creating 
a significant impact on the 
lives of locals diagnosed 
with prostate cancer.”

Dry July funds provide vital service 
for state’s prostate cancer patients

Jo Cordell-Cooper*

Recently, I heard 
high-profile doctor, 
author and influencer 
Michael Mosely use the 
phrase “ditch the food 
pyramid”.

With only six to 
eight per cent of 
people eating the 
recommended daily 
amount of fruit and 
vegetables, he may or 
may not have a point.

However, hearing 
this statistic made me 
worried that ‘fixing’ the 
food pyramid may be 
putting the cart before 
the horse.

Firstly, we need to 
load our diets with 
more plant-based foods 
– end of story.

Crowding out your 
plate with goodness and 
healthy fibre rich foods 
is one way to improve 

your energy levels.
Pasta is not a 

vegetable, but I regularly 
see clients adding this to 
their plates as a ‘filler’.

I’m not anti-pasta – I 
mean 60 million Italians 
can’t be wrong – but it’s 
all about balance.

Diets and fads come 
and go, there is no 
doubt about that.

What was popular 
and mainstream in the 
‘70s, ‘80s and ‘90s have, 
for the most part, been 
discredited as long-term 
solutions to weight 
loss, mostly because 
the eating approaches 
are restrictive and 
unsustainable – some 
even say joyless.

What has not changed 
and cannot be disputed 
is the body’s need for 
fibre and diversity.

Fibre is not only 
good for the bowel, it 

reduces the chance of 
cholesterol build-up, 
diabetes and colon 
cancer.

It slows down the 
absorption of carbs 
in the intestine and 
stabilises blood sugar 
levels and keeps you 
feeling full.

How much do you 
need? What foods have 
fibre, and what foods 
don’t?

Nutritionists agree 
that 25 to 30 grams of 
fibre a day is necessary 
for health.

Meats, eggs and dairy 
products have no fibre.

Legumes, grains and 
cereals have various 
amounts (the more 
whole the grain – and 
less processed – the 
better), and fruit and 
veg also vary from two 
to four grams per serve.

If you are thinking 

about a low-carb, high-
protein diet, know that 
your fibre levels could 
easily be compromised.

If you are interested 
in learning about eating 
diversely, crowding 
out your plate with 
goodness, and how to 
develop the habits to 

ensure you eat fibre 
rich meals that give 
you plenty of energy, 
register for my online 
eating program ‘Eating 
for Energy and Zing’.

As a Christmas 
special, the program is 
being offered at $20 
off.

For more information, 
visit jocc.com.au

*Jo Cordell-Cooper 
is a holistic personal 
trainer and health 
and wellness coach in 
Hobart, who runs the 
award winning JoCC 
Holistic PT. Jo is a 

mad keen hiker and 
you can find her (and 
even join her) walking 
on the finest hiking 
trails in the world, 
right here is Tasmania. 
Make contact with her 
at Jo@jocc.com.au or 
on Facebook at Jo CC 
Holistic PT.

Eating for energy

Prostate cancer nurse Ian Henderson

HERC is the training division of the Australian Nursing and Midwifery Federation Tasmanian Branch. HERC proudly delivers accredited training  delivered by ASQA Registered Training 
Organisation with ANMEC (Australian Nursing & Midwifery Education Centre), RTO Code 40064. This arrangement enables HERC to deliver ANMEC’s CHC33015 Certificate III in Individual 
Support (Ageing) and HLT54115 Diploma of Nursing. Skills Tasmania subsidies available. The JobTrainer Fund is a jointly-funded initiative of the Australian and Tasmanian Governments. 

HERC’s nationally accredited training provides students with the skills and 
knowledge needed to kick-start their career in the healthcare industry.

Considering nursing?

Register your interest online at herc.tas.edu.au

https://www.thedenturecentre.com.au/
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A FINANCIAL  MOMENT
Todd Burrows has been 
a leading Financial 
Adviser in Hobart for 
over 25 years and is 
the founding partner 
of Strategic Financial 
Planning (recently 
rebranded to Strategic 
Invest Blue). This 
month Todd shares 
his insight on Debt 
Recycling. 

WHAT is debt recycling? 
It sounds a bit like 
throwing out your old 
debt and taking on new 
debt, right? Exactly! 

In a nutshell, debt 
recycling is simply 
borrowing money to 
invest but with a twist. 
The twist is that it’s a 
system that allows you to 
replace your ‘bad debt’ 
with ‘good debt’. 

‘Good debt’ and ‘bad 
debt’ are terms coined by 
Robert Kiyosaki, author 
of the bestselling finance 
book, Rich Dad Poor 
Dad. Kiyosaki refers to 
‘bad debt’ as debt that 
you cannot claim the 
interest you pay on it 
as a tax deduction. For 
example, home loans and 
personal loans. Naturally, 
this is also debt we want 
to pay off quickly. 

‘Good debt’, on the 
other hand, is debt 
used for investing in 
assets such as property 
(both residential and 
commercial) and 
shares. Shares can be 
those purchased on 
the stock exchange 
via a broker or by an 
investment manager on 
your behalf (managed 
funds). This type of debt 
is considered ‘good’ 
because any accumulated 
interest on the amount of 
money borrowed is tax 
deductible.

So how do you use 
debt recycling to reduce 
your ‘bad’ debt? 

A Brief Overview
The idea behind debt 

recycling is to use the 
reduction of the principal 
amount in your home 
loan to redraw from 
and to put that money 
into investments that 
produce capital growth 
and income, such as 
dividends or rents. The 
income derived from 
such investments can 
then be used to pay 
down your home loan – 
to reduce that ‘bad debt’ 
as it were.

For example, if you 
were to pay $500 a 
week off your $400,000 
home loan home with 
an interest rate of 2.75% 
per annum, you would 
be able to redraw around 
$6,000 after one year 
of those home loan 
repayments. 

Whilst this amount 
($6,000) is not enough to 
purchase an investment 
property, it would allow 
you to buy shares or 
purchase property via 
a managed investment 
fund. 

A good financial 
adviser will ensure that 

the investments for this 
purpose produce a good 
income as well as capital 
growth over time. 

Any income derived 
from your investment 
is then funneled back 
into your mortgage. 
And while you may be 
starting small, over time 
this income grows and 
you’re seeing an obvious 
reduction to the principal 
amount of your home 
loan. 

I can say with utmost 
confidence that we all 
want to put ourselves in 
a better financial position. 
Don’t we? Debt recycling 
enables you to pay more 
off your home loan 
each year whilst slowly 
but surely building an 
investment portfolio that 
will grow over time. The 
beauty of this strategy is 
that, if set up correctly, 
there’s little to no impact 
on your cash flow. 

Additionally, it’s a 
fair assumption that the 
value of your home 
will increase over 
time. This provides the 
opportunity to use the 
equity between the 

growth in your home 
value and your home 
loan amount for further 
investment purposes (i.e., 
purchasing a commercial 
or residential investment 
property.) 

Obviously borrowing 
to invest is not without 
certain risks which is why 
seeking expert advice is 
highly recommended. A 
good adviser will help 
negate the associated 
risks. They will also 
ensure that all financial 
strategies are tailored 
to your individual 
circumstances. 

We look forward to the 
opportunity of helping 
you turn your ‘bad debt’ 
into ‘good debt’. 

At Strategic Invest 
Blue we’re dedicated 
to providing holistic 
advice to our clients, 
be it young families, 
empty nesters or retirees 
so that they can live 
their best possible lives. 
We welcome you to 
arrange a complimentary 
consultation to ascertain 
how we can be of 
assistance.

Debt Recycling

How debt recycling works: dividends/distributions back to home loan

Hank Jongen

THERE is an increasing 
need for people to 
be able to access 
evidence that they are 
fully vaccinated for 
COVID-19.

The good news is, 
there is a simple way for 
you to get proof of your 
vaccinations, whenever 
and wherever you may 
need to.

Services Australia looks 
after Medicare and the 
Australian Immunisation 
Register (AIR), which 
is where the records of 
Australians’ vaccinations 
are kept.

The AIR provides 
the information that 
populates COVID-19 
digital certificates which 
gives people proof of their 
COVID-19 vaccinations.

As of 31 October, more 
than 330,000 Tasmanians 
are now fully vaccinated, 
and of those, about 52 per 
cent have already accessed 
their COVID-19 digital 
certificate.

For those who haven’t 
yet, there are a few simple 
steps you can follow to 

access the COVID-19 
digital certificate online: 

• Create a myGov 
account; 
• Link your Medicare 
online account to 
myGov; 
• Download the 
Express Plus Medicare 
app on your mobile 
device; 
• Sign in to myGov 
and click the ‘Proof of 
COVID-19 vaccination’ 
quick link;  
• If you’re using the 
app, click on ‘Proof 
of vaccinations’ in 
Services. 

You’ll then have 
access to your proof of 
vaccinations whenever 
you need it. 

If you’re not able to 
access online services, 
there are other ways you 
can get proof of your 
COVID-19 vaccinations.

You can call the 
Australian Immunisation 
Register and ask for a copy 
to be posted to you.

Or you can visit one of 
our service centres and 
ask for one to be printed 
for you. 

You can also ask a 

vaccination provider 
to print a copy of your 
immunisation history 
statement for you.

Keep in mind, if you 
can use myGov, but don’t 
have a smartphone to save 
your certificate to, you can 
print your own at home. 
There’s no need to call us 
for a copy. 

If you aren’t eligible for 
Medicare, you can still 
get proof that you’re fully 
vaccinated. 

Once you’ve created a 
myGov account, instead 
of linking Medicare, you 
can choose to link to the 
Individual Healthcare 
Identifier service.

Once you’ve done that, 
there’s a quick link in 
myGov that takes you to 
your certificate. 

When you’ve accessed 
your COVID-19 digital 
certificate, it’s easy to put 
a copy in your Apple 
Wallet or Google Pay so 
you can have a copy in 
your pocket wherever you 
need it.

You can also save your 
certificate for offline 
viewing in the Express 
Plus Medicare app.

Proving your 
vaccinat ion

	  

Supporting people with a disability
• Individual and group support
• Life skills development
• Recreation and Leisure
• Supported holidays
• School holiday and after school programs
• Respite - evening and overnight weekend
• Coordination of supports – improving     

life choices

For further information
Phone 03 6243 6044

Email enquiries@parkside.org.au
www.parksidefoundation.org.au

The Parkside Foundation

LOCAL AND TASMANIAN
Large enough to support you, small 

enough to care.

Archer
Elise

Liberal Member for Clark

Merry
 Christmas

& a Happy New Year

Wishing everyone a

62 Main Road, Moonah  l  (03) 6165 7730 
elise.archer@dpac.tas.gov.au  l  www.elisearcher.com.au

Authorised by Elise Archer, 62 Main Road Moonah, TAS 7009
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LENAH VALLEY 
PLUMBING

• Hot water cylinders repaired and replaced
• Bathroom renovations
• New homes and units
• Blocked drains machine powered clean
• Servicing all areas

Phone James 0418 788 481

Registration no. 1260934

You get me and a truck from $30!
For pickup / deliveries / tip runs and small moves state 

wide call Troy and Bec on 0400 959 242 
E hobart@littlegreentruck.com.au W www.littlegreentruck.com.au

225 Collins Street, Hobart
P: 6234 1044   F: 6231 3887

E: autocraft@netspace.net.au
www.autocraft.com.au

Automotive Specialists
• Suppliers of Motorsport & 4WD Equipment
• Servicing of all makes & models • Computer 
Diagnosis • Electronic Fuel Injection Repairs 

• ECU Reflashing and Tuning • Ultrasonic Injector 
Cleaning • Suspension Components
Mention this ad to receive 10% off labour!

• Prompt & efficient service
• Free quotes
• Fully insured 
• No mess 
CALL ALLEN ON 0431 046 705

E: admin@hobartgutterclean.com.au
W: www.hobartgutterclean.com.au

ABN: 13154983258

Hobart Gutter Clean
GUTTER CLEANING

Vacuum Cleaning Gutters
Solar Panel Cleans

Bird Proofing
Gutter Guard Installation

Full Insured
Height Safety Certified

0407 848 120
tasmania@guttervac.com.au

Call now for a 
free quote

LOUIS 
FENCING 
SERVICE
Hobart area.    

Phone:  
0488 247 492

• Woodheating Specialists 
• Flue and Chimney Cleans
• Safety Checks
• Re-flues and Installations
• Replacement parts
• Sales of new heaters
• Fully insured and all work completed 

to Australian Standards

0407 040 641

OWEN COUGHLAN 
Qualified Computer Technician 

Servicing Greater Hobart 
Remote support available outside Hobart

0478 035 045 
admin@cogscomputers.com

Published quarterly in the 
Glenorchy Gazette, Hobart 
Observer and the Eastern 
Shore Sun papers . 
 
To advertise in the ‘Trades, 
Services & Classifieds’ 
section, contact: justine.
brazil@corcomms.com.au

Best
Homemade

Lasagna
Nutritious ready meal, Perfect for familyNutritious ready meal, Perfect for family  

gatherings and special events. Book nowgatherings and special events. Book now

0404 495 3540404 495 354
BOLOGNESE OR SPINACHBOLOGNESE OR SPINACH

Delpino LasagnaDelpino Lasagnadelpino.lasagnadelpino.lasagna

Phil Williams
Phil Williams was born in Hobart and attended primary school in Bellerive and Lenah 
Valley before moving to New Town High.
His music memories go back to the early fifties listening to his mother’s record collection.
Phil’s favourite music period is the sixties when he was playing bass in a band called 
‘The Statesmen’ when Hobart and surrounds had many bands performing every Friday 
and Saturday night.
Joining Hobart FM in 2004, Phil presents ‘Beat And Ballads’ on Tuesdays from midday 
to 2pm when he not only plays the hits, but also the B sides and album tracks that never 
received airplay.

MONDAY: 6am Monday 
Breakfast with Phil Swan; 9am 
Monday Morning Mix with Mandy 
Skillen; 12pm Lunchtime Classics 
with Rick Rae; 2pm Monday 
Variety with Shirley Nicolle; 4pm 
Reeling in the Years with Dave 
Batchelor; 6pm Glenn’s Country 
with Glenn Gillie; 8pm Classic 

Ride with Melvin Freestone; 
10am Late Night Hits with Margie 
Williams; 12am The Music of Your 
Life Overnight.  TUESDAY: 
6am Tuesday Morning Breakfast/
Wake Up With Kaye with Kaye 
Payne; 9am Bringing Back 
the Memories with David Carr; 
12pm Beats and Ballads with 

Phil Williams; 2pm Those Were 
the Day/Afternoon with David 
Needham; 4pm Tuesday Drive 
with Mal Dennis; 6pm Mostly 
Folk with Helen Morrison; 8pm 
Tuesday Night/The Best of the 
60s-70s with John Gourlay; 10pm 
Tuesday Nite Owl Club/Tuesday 
Night Owls with Ron Anderson; 
12am The Music of Your Life 
Overnight.  WEDNESDAY: 
6am Wednesday Morning 
Breakfast with David Mitchell; 9am 
Bright and Breezy Mix with Kathy; 
12pm Wednesday Lunchtime 
with Phil Tyson; 2pm The Music 
of Your Life with Ron Andersen; 
4pm The Johnny Dallas Revival 

Show with Johnny Dallas; 6pm 
Wednesday Night Rock N Roll 
with John Robustelli; 8pm Country 
Jukebox with Russell Hevey; 
10pm Music of Your Life; 12am 
The Music of Your Life Overnight.  
THURSDAY: 6am Thursday 
Morning Breakfast with Craig 
Cracknell; 9am Magic Music Mix 
with Tom Payne; 12pm Thursday 
Lunch with David Mitchell; 2pm 
My Collection with Ken Tanner; 
4pm Thursday Drive with John 
Evans; 7pm Chinese Language 
Programme; 8pm Thursday 
Night Jazz/Contrasts in Classic 
Jazz with Frank Chatterton, Bob 
Cotgrove or Ted Vinen; 10pm 

The Greek Show with Benny 
Gavallos; 12am The Music of Your 
Life Overnight.  FRIDAY: 6am 
Rise and Shine with Ria Walter; 
9am Songs and Stories with Brian 
Corr; 12pm Friday Lunch with 
Chris Burrows; 2pm My Favourite 
Music with Judi Forsyth; 4pm 
Friday Drive with Peter Johnston; 
6pm The Good Times Rolling 
with Bob and Russell Hevey; 
9pm Kick Back/Music of Your 
Life with Kenny White; 12am The 
Music of Your Life Overnight with 
Craig Cracknell.  SATURDAY: 
6am Mostly Old But Something 
New with Tim Kingston; 9am 
Polish Program with Bogdan 

Pitera; 10am Croatian Program 
with Jelena Cupac; 11am 
Greek Program with Soritris 
Kaligieropoulos; 12pm Serbian 
Program with Aleksander Djeric or 
Milutin Ivkovic; 2pm World Music 
with Amanda Sims; 3pm Music of 
Your Life with John Evans; 6pm 
Saturday Night with Tony Geeves, 
alternating with Kick Back with 
Kenny White; 9pm Underside with 
Spook and Mike; 12am The Music 
of Your Life Overnight with John 
Evans.  SUNDAY: 6am Sunday 
Breakfast with Chris Burrows; 
9am German Program with Karina 
Ceron, Lilo Kuhn or Karl-Heinz 
Jakubec; 10am Spanish Program 

with Sonia Parra, Jenny Forward, 
Florenica Hancock or Fausto 
Pinedo-Baquuero; 11am The 
Irish Show with Brian Corr; 12pm 
Italian Program with Vittorio 
Ferri or Liberatore Alloca; 1pm 
Nepalese Program with Oscar 
Bhandari, Madan B. Chhetri and 
Pramisa Dawadi; 2pm Movie 
Ticket Radio with Rob Ryan; 3pm 
Italian Program/Dover c’e’ musica 
Italiana with Carmen Comber, 
Dino Ottavi or Renato Langi; 4pm 
Celtic Connection with Kathy; 6pm 
Sunday Country with Bob Hevey; 
8pm Sunday Night Country with 
Wayne Crossin; 10pm Just For 
You with Joy Jones.

Presented by:

HOBART  
FM Radio 

http://www.littlegreentruck.com.au
http://www.autocraft.com.au
http://hobartgutterclean.com.au
mailto:tasmania%40guttervac.com.au?subject=
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FOR 14-year-old Lucas 
Peters and six-year-old 
Alexis Downie, living 
with Muscular Dystrophy 
and Muscular Atrophy 
has been an uphill battle.

But with the help of 
an AFL legend and the 
support team at Muscular 
Dystrophy Tasmania, 
Lucas and Alexis have 
faced the climb head-on 
by participating in this 
year’s Point to Pinnacle 
event.

The Big Push 
fundraiser, part of the 
2021 Point to Pinnacle 
held on Sunday 21 
November, saw former 
AFL player Craig Davis 

push Lucas 21 kilometres 
uphill from Wrest Point 
to the top of kunanyi/
Mount Wellington in a 
wheelchair, while Alexis 
was pushed by a support 
team from Muscular 
Dystrophy Tasmania.

Lucas was diagnosed 
with Ullrich Congenital 
Muscular Dystrophy 
at eight months of age 
and has undergone 15 
different surgeries over 
the years.

“We were told he 
would never walk and 
that life expectancy was 
late in the first decade 
of his life to early in the 
second decade of his 
life,” his father, Muscular 
Dystrophy Tasmania 
president Mick Peters, 
said.

“Lucas, through 
determination and 
incredible support from 
his medical team headed 
up by Dr Monique Ryan 
from the Royal Children’s 
Hospital in Melbourne, 
has already surpassed 
those expectations and 
continues to live life 
to the fullest at any 
opportunity.”

Mr Davis was inspired 
to help after meeting 
Lucas at a Muscular 

Dystrophy Tasmania 
Good Friday Golf Day.

“Three years ago I met 
Lucas and he won my 
heart,” Mr Davis said.

“He had a want to 
raise money for other 
sick kids and buy 
hydrotherapy pools 
for kids suffering with 
Muscular Dystrophy, 
so he challenged me to 
come up with an idea 
that involved him and I.”

So Mr Davis planned 
The Big Push, and set 
about gathering pledges 
for donations from 
supporters. He has now 
received more than 
$70,000 in pledges - 
easily exceeding his 
original goal of $50,000.

Mr Davis said Lucas 
wanted The Big Push 
to inspire other kids 
living with Muscular 
Dystrophy.

“Lucas is strong, 
determined and giving,” 
he said.

“He wants to raise 
awareness and help make 
quality of life easier for 
everyone.”

At 67 years of age, 
Mr Davis was excited 
to tackle the Point to 
Pinnacle, which has been 
called the world’s hardest 

half-marathon.
In addition to Lucas, 

the Muscular Dystrophy 
Tasmania team pushed 
Alexis Downie up the 
mountain.

In March 2017, 
blood results revealed 
that Alexis had Spinal 
Muscular Atrophy type 
2, a progressive genetic 
condition that affects 
the nervous system and 
muscles.

Associated symptoms 
of the condition include 
respiratory difficulties, 
scoliosis and swallowing 
difficulties, but with the 
support of Muscular 
Dystrophy Tasmania, 
Alexis has received a 
wheelchair to help her 
move.

The running chairs 
were provided by Just 
Like Jack, a group of 
volunteers who pushed 
Jack, who has cerebral 
palsy spastic paraplegia, 
from George Town 
to Hobart and also 
completed the Point to 
Pinnacle as the final leg 
of their journey.

To donate to The 
Big Push, visit https://
pointtopinnacle2021.
grassrootz.com/muscular-
dystrophy-tasmania.

Sport

ONE of the highlights 
of the 2021-22 Hobart 
Baseball League so far has 
been the first ever win by 
the Nipaluna Pirates.

Part of the Pirates 
Baseball Club, Nipaluna 
was the brainchild of 
Brad Mabb and Daniel 
Caunter.

The new team formed 
at the beginning of the 
2020/21 season, with 
most players being 
rookies or only having a 
few years of experience.

Despite their 
enthusiasm and 
competitiveness, Nipaluna 
failed to win a game in its 
inaugural season.

After losing the first five 
games of the 2021-22 
season, the team tied 

10-10 with the Pirates 
Baseball Club division two 
team in round six.

The following week, 
they took to the field 
against the early quiet 
achievers in the Eastern 
Athletics.

The Athletics started 
off well, scoring four in 
the top of the first, but 
Nipaluna battled back and 
after three innings they 
had drawn level at 4-4.

Both teams scored a run 
in the fourth innings, and 
it was all tied up at five 
when the Athletics batted 
in the top of the sixth 
innings.

When Jordan Edwards 
and Matt Jones had 
back-to-back hits to allow 
Hamish Maitland and 

Mark Painter to score runs, 
the Athletics looked home 
with a 7-5 lead.

But Nipaluna weren’t 
done with yet, and after 
Daniel Caunter reached 
first base to start off the 
sixth innings, Brad Mabb 
sent a pitch out of the 
ground for a home run to 
tie the game at 7-all.

It then became a family 
affair as Chris Mabb 
singled to left field, stole 
second and third, and got 
the winning run thanks 
to a hit from brother Josh 
Mabb.

“It was one of the best 
feelings I’ve ever had in 
my sporting life – the 
excitement from our 
players afterwards was 
amazing,” Brad Mabb said.

Nipaluna Pirates 
hit a home run

The winning Nipaluna team. Back from left, Ben Hodge, Chris Mabb, Dan Coulson, Zach 
Collins and Brad Mabb. Front from left, Josh Mabb, Nick McKay, Daniel Caunter and Ruben 
Singh. 
Photo credit: Shane Davies

1300 732 377 RTO 60071 
www.onroadoffroad.edu.au 1300 732 377 RTO 60071 
www.onroadoffroad.edu.au 

ROBERTS & 
PARTNERS
LAWYERS

• Wills
• Estates
• Conveyancing
• Litigation

1 Stanton Place,
Cambridge

(03) 6248 4144
admin@rplawyers.com.au

HOBART & SYDNEY 
OFFICES

Lucas and Alexis’ 
big push up to 
the mountaintop

From left, AFL legend Craig Davis, six-year-old Alexis Downie and Muscular Dystrophy Tasmania president Mick Peters

mailto:admin%40rplawyers.com.au?subject=
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Sport

A SOLD-OUT, 
passionate crowd was 
thrilled and delighted as 
NBL action returned to 
the Tasmania for the first 
time in more than 25 
years.

Tasmania JackJumpers 
put on a show in their 
inaugural Hungry Jack’s 
NBL Blitz Preseason 
game to give fans a taste 
of what is to come in 
NBL22 and christen their 
new home court at the 
state-of-the-art MyState 
Bank Arena.

Thousands of fans 
battled wind and rain 
as they lined up at the 
gates, eager to be among 
the first to see the 
stunning redevelopment 
of the former Derwent 

Entertainment Centre.
The venue was 

officially reopened by 
Tasmanian Premier Peter 
Gutwein and MyState 
Bank Arena chief 
executive officer Simon 
Brookhouse.

“This is an amazing 
venue that will not only 
serve as the home of 
the JackJumpers for a 
long time, but also host 
national and international 
artists, local events and 
everything in between,” 
Mr Brookhouse said.

“We’re incredibly 
proud to have brought 
Larry Kestelman’s dream 
to life and deliver a 
remarkable venue for 
Tasmanians to come and 
enjoy.”

Crowds were 
captivated by the two-
tonne, $1.5 million 
jumbotron scoreboard, 
the first of its kind in 
Tasmania. It shows 
partner activations, key 
safety messaging and the 
game on giant, high-
quality LED screens, 
ensuring every seat in the 
house has a great view of 
the action.

The Tasmania 
JackJumpers were 
welcomed by a 
passionate home crowd 
for their debut match 
against the Brisbane 
Bullets - the first of 12 
NBL Blitz games played 
across Tasmania.

Sam McDaniel 
made history as the 

JackJumpers’ first ever 
scorer, when he hit a 
midrange jump-shot early 
in the first quarter.

High-flying import 
Josh Adams led from 
the front, feeding off the 
crowd’s energy in the 
new venue as he put 
up 18 points including 
some incredible fade-
away three pointers and 
a spinetingling dunk 

that will go down in 
JackJumpers folklore.

After trailing by just 
one point at half time, the 
JackJumpers surrendered 
a 0-11 start to the third 
quarter which gave the 
Bullets an unassailable 
lead. The visitors ran out 
89-79 victors.

“It was good to get our 
feet wet and test some 
different combinations,” 

head coach Scott Roth 
said.

“There’s always room 
for improvement, but I 
was pleased to get a few 
guys out on the court 
together and test out a 
new group against real 
opposition.”

The JackJumpers 
returned to MyState 
Arena two days later 
to take on the Cairns 

Taipans, recording an 
81-66 win. The team then 
headed to the Ulverstone 
Sports and Leisure Centre 
where they went down 
to the Adelaide 36ers in a 
two-point thriller.

The JackJumpers 
finished the Blitz with 
a 1-3 record, before 
starting the regular season 
with a home game on 3 
December.

Tasmania JackJumpers make history at new home
The JackJumpers take on the Brisbane Bullets at the new MyState Bank Arena

Patrons line up to enter the new MyState Bank Arena

A young JackJumpers fan barracks for her team. The crowd watches the Brisbane Bullets warm up ahead of the JackJumpers’ inaugural home game
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THESE “Hotties” are 
set to serve up some 
scintillating action on 
the court this summer, 
with the Hobart Out 
Tennis Tournament 
returning in mid-
January.

Part of the Gay and 
Lesbian Tennis Alliance 
(GLTA) World Tour, 
the tournament has 
attracted significant 
interest interstate and 
will feature up to 90 
players from across the 
country.

The GLTA is a 
global LGBT sports 
organization that 
sanctions more than 
70 competitive tennis 
events around the world 
each year, giving all 
tennis enthusiasts - from 
complete beginners 
to accomplished 
players – the chance to 
participate.

Entries in the Hobart 
event rose from 26 in 
2019 to 80 in 2020, 
and may have topped 
100 earlier this year had 

COVID not prevented 
interstate players from 
taking part.

The success of the 
annual tournament led 
to the foundation last 
year of the Hobart Out 
Tennis (HOT) club, 
which already has more 
than 50 members.

Open to everyone, 
the club organises 
weekly social matches, 
tournaments, grand slam 
viewing parties, regular 
dinners, and road-trips 
to regional tennis clubs 

across the state.
“The GLTA 

tournament has a 
huge international and 
domestic reach, but 
it wasn’t necessarily 
fostering a community 
spirit within Tasmania,” 
club secretary Brendon 
Oliver-Ewen said.

“By starting a 
membership-driven 
club, it’s creating much 
more of a community 
for local people.

“The tennis is 
important, but the idea 

that you can come to a 
place where you can be 
your genuine, authentic 
self and be accepted 
and loved just for who 
you are, is rare for a lot 
of our players.

“Some of our 
members have 
expressed their 
real identities and 
personalities for the 
first time (at the club), 
because they feel 
like they’re part of a 
community that will 
love and accept them 

and they don’t feel that 
anywhere else.

“Yes were here for 
tennis, but we’re also 
here to create an 
inclusive community 
where people are 
accepted and loved, 
and that’s what sets us 
apart.”

The 2022 Hobart Out 
Tennis Tournament will 
be held at the Domain 
Tennis Centre from 
14-16 January, with a 
welcome event on the 
13th and a players’ 

dinner on the 15th.
Open to LGBTQIA+ 

tennis players and allies, 
the tournament will 
feature A, B, C, D and 
45+ divisions in both 
singles and doubles.

The cost to enter 
is $50 for one event 
or $65 for two. 
Registrations close on 
9 January, unless sold 
out earlier. To sign up, 
or for more information 
about the club, go to 
play.tennis.com.au/
hobartouttennisclub

OBSERVER SPORT

SUMMER OF TENNIS
HOBART’S HOT Back row L-R: Jimmy Eddington, Rod Oliver-Ewen, Hendry Lukman, 

Gabe Karlsson and Brendon Oliver-Ewen 
Front row L-R: Gina Silverstone, Josh Binks, Katie Cole and Sam Philpott
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