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From left, street performers Ezme and Nat Webb-Hines.
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BUSKERS and street performers
now have more places to entertain
audiences under a new trial program
in Hobart.

ed

BUSKER
CITY
y

conne

Disability Voices Tasmania making voices heard
DISABILITY Voices
Tasmania, a new
community organisation,
has been working on a
range of projects to bring
a voice to people with
disability across a range
of areas.
Funded by the National
Disability Insurance
Agency, Disability Voices
Tasmania is run by people
with disability who are

working with people with
disability, families and
allies to build a collective
voice.
One of its projects is
the Tasmania Inclusive
Tourism Project which
explores the value of
inclusive tourism to
tourists and tourism
operators, and shares
personal stories of people
with disability to assist

tourism businesses to
become inclusive.
Another project
coordinated by Disability
Voices Tasmania was a
series of workshops called
Pitch Perfect.
These intensive
workshops worked with
people with disability
to build their skills in
advocating on behalf of
themselves and other

people with disability.
Participants were paired
with local politicians and
journalists who heard
each participant’s pitch
and gave feedback and
shared tips and ideas
on how to present
information to them.
Labor Member for
Clark Ella Haddad said it
was a great experience to
participate in one of the

workshops.
“It was really moving
hearing the pitches
people had worked on
and prepared over many
weeks,” she said.
“I heard from para
world sailing champion
Chris Symonds, who
was preparing a pitch to
present to Sailing Australia
about the importance of
para sailing, and Jamie

Elphinstone who was
developing amazing selfadvocacy skills.
“The power of personal
stories is compelling.
“Real life stories about
what it is like to move
about in our communities
with a disability are so
important and these
workshops presented
them in such a compelling
way.”

One of the key
learnings of the
workshops was that
everyone had a story.
Anyone can think their
own experiences or life is
not exceptional or worth
talking about, with people
with disability in particular
thinking others would
never understand.
STORY CONTINUES PAGE2
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Power of art

BUSKER CITY Disability Voices Tasmania
FROM FRONT PAGE

Anna Reynolds
City of Hobart, Lord
Mayor
EARLIER this year,
the City of Hobart
launched an Aboriginal
Commitment and Action
Plan that outlines a
number of actions and
values to guide us as we
reflect on the city’s rich
and complex history.
At the heart of
the Action Plan is
a commitment to
relationship building,
community engagement,
and truth telling.
Council is now
launching a new arts
project to encourage
public conversation
about the future of the
William Crowther statue
in Franklin Square.
Concerns about the
statue have been raised
numerous times by
members of the Hobart
community.
William Crowther was
a 19th century surgeon
and briefly served as
Tasmanian Premier.
In 1869, he was
suspended from Hobart
General Hospital over
charges of mutilating
the body of Aboriginal
man William Lanne – a
man also known as King
Billy, after whom our
wonderful native pine is
named.
Crowther removed
Lanne’s skull and sent
it to the Royal College
of Surgeons in London,
where it remained for
more than 120 years.
For Tasmanian

Aboriginal people, as
well as many others in
our community, the
Crowther statue serves as
a painful and distressing
reminder of this history.
In response to those
ongoing community
concerns, we are pleased
to invite artist proposals
for temporary artworks
which will be installed
near the Crowther statue
over the coming year.
Four artworks – at
least two by Aboriginal
artists – will be placed in
Franklin Square for up
to two months, and the
community responses
to those artworks will
help inform a permanent
response for future
consideration.
I fully understand
that projects such as
this one can sometimes
cause controversy in the
community.
However, in order to
move forward as a city
I believe we need to
acknowledge the difficult
parts of our history just
as much as we celebrate
the joyful parts.
This is a process that is
currently taking place in
cities all over the world.
Art is a hugely
important and powerful
way of starting these
challenging conversations.
I am excited to see
the artist proposals
that are submitted for
consideration, and I have
every confidence in the
people of Hobart to
undertake a thoughtful
and respectful debate
over the coming months.

An additional 24
locations have been
identified for busking
and street performance
with the aim of creating
a more vibrant outdoor
environment and to
showcase Hobart’s
immense local talent.
There will be a
six-month trial during
which time buskers
can obtain a permit
that allows them to
perform at any of the
27 approved locations
across the City of
Hobart area.
Lord Mayor Anna
Reynolds said the new
format would give
more performers the
opportunity to busk
at a greater variety of
locations.
“Street performers
enhance the atmosphere
of our city and
contribute to our identity
as a hub for culture and
creativity,” she said.
“This is an opportunity
for the City of Hobart
to further support the
role that buskers and
street performers play
in creating a vibrant city
and, most importantly,
supports local musicians
and performers who
have been severely
impacted by COVID-19.
“We hope this new
program will attract
more performers of
varying genres to join
the busking circuit.”
For multi-talented
entertainer Ezme WebbHines, who performs
with her husband Nat,
the chance to connect
with audiences through
street performance was
exciting.
“Hobart is a great
place for busking,” Ms
Webb-Hines said.
“There’s a supersupportive vibe for
anyone giving their art
medium of choice a go.
“We’ve taken
advantage of the
lockdown to work on
our skills and we’re now
very eager to share them
with people.
“With the pandemic
limiting indoor
entertainment, we are
so appreciative of this

outdoor initiative to
widen the locations for
connection with a larger
and more diverse range
of people.”
Under the trial
arrangements, buskers are able to perform
between 8am and 8pm
on weekdays and from
10am to 8pm on weekends, with a maximum
80 minutes performance
time per location, per
day.
Community, Culture
and Events Committee
chair Zelinda Sherlock
said this would ensure
variety for business
owners, customers and
performers.
“Regular turnover
at each location will
keep things fresh
and interesting for
audiences and give
more performers the
opportunity to busk
in the higher-profile
locations,” she said.
“As it is a trial,
we’re really keen to
get feedback from
performers, business
owners and the general
public so we can work
out whether we’ve got
the format right.”
Suitable performance
locations have been
identified in the city
centre, North Hobart,
Battery Point, Queens
Domain, Lenah Valley,
Cornelian Bay, South
Hobart and Sandy Bay.
Under the City of
Hobart’s definition,
busking and street
performance can include
live music, juggling,
puppetry, living statue
performance, magic,
chalk art, spoken word/
poetry, mime, physical
theatre and dance.
Anyone wishing to
obtain a busking permit
can do so via the City
of Hobart’s website
at hobartcity.com.au/
busking.
To provide feedback
on the trial, visit yoursay.
hobarcity.com.au/
busking.
The trial period is due
to end on 30 March
2021, after which time
the outcomes of the trial
will be considered by
council.

making voices heard

Labor Member for Clark Ella Haddad, left, with workshop participant Jamie Elphinstone.
FROM FRONT PAGE

However, these workshops challenged these
beliefs and sought to give
participants the confidence

to tell their story in a way
that could influence their
own personal lives.
“It’s really impressive
that in just a few short
months, Disability Voices

1300 732 377
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Revamped store opens to community
COLES has created 35
new jobs at its new-look
supermarket at New
Town Plaza revealing
never-before-seen
features for Hobart
shoppers.
The store is the first
in Tasmania to feature
a pick-and-mix bar just
for dogs in response
to new data suggesting
New Town shoppers love
to spoil their pooches,
spending 10 per cent
more on their pets
compared to the average
Coles customer.
New Town’s ‘store of
the future’ format has
been carefully tailored
to cater to the everincreasing demand for
convenience, stocking
for the first time the new
‘Coles Kitchen’ readymade meals range of
more than 100 quick
and easy dinner meals,
salads, snacks and vegan
options.
New Town store
manager Joshua Johnson
said he was delighted
with the store’s brandnew features and the
opportunity to support
local jobs.
“Our data shows
that our customers are
spending 50 per cent
more on their pets
compared to just three
years ago, so the store’s
new pet treat bar is
catering to this increasing
trend,” he said.
“Now is such a time
of economic uncertainty,
so being able to retain
the team of 135 team
members while hiring 35
new staff is very rewarding
for not just myself but the
wider team.
“Our customers are
increasingly demanding
convenient, healthy
meal options and fresh
food options, so the
store’s brand-new deli,
bakery and fresh produce
department is a great
addition for customers.”
Hobart Lord Mayor
Anna Reynolds
welcomed the increased
employment and the
improved supermarket
service for New Town
residents.
“At a time when
employment is hugely
impacted by COVID-19,
this increase in jobs
– particularly the
opportunity it creates
for young people to find
employment – is very
much welcomed for our
community,” Lord Mayor
Reynolds said.
“The new-look store
will also provide greater
convenience and amenity
for residents accessing
the supermarket.”
The store unveiled
the state-of-the-art
transformation to
customers, which featured
fresh flat bread made

Top, the 135 strong team welcome 35 new recruits at Coles New Town. Middle from left, Hobart Lord Mayor Anna Reynolds, long serving New Town Coles team member Kaye and New Town Coles
store manager Joshua Johnson. Shoppers at refurbished Coles New Town. Coles New Town staff member Jake putting the finishing touches on the new fresh produce department. Bottom left,
cutting the ribbon to open the revamped New Town Coles store.

on site, an expanded
deli range with local and
international cheeses,
an extended fresh
produce department
and a premium coffee
station set to launch in
December.
The store is supporting
local suppliers by
stocking GRAZE
Tasmanian lamb chops,
roast, cutlets and mince
in the meat department,
as well as a range of
market-style cheeseboard
preserves from Hobart
producer Island Berries.
Coles’ Click&Collect
shopping service is
also available, allowing
residents in New Town
to order their groceries
online and have them
delivered straight to their
car in a dedicated drive
through lane.
The Coles New Town
store is located at 1
Risdon Road, New Town,
and is open daily from
7am to 10pm.

Advertisement

Andrew Wilkie
YOUR INDEPENDENT IN CANBERRA

Want to get in touch with Andrew?
3 Drop

into the office at 188 Collins Street Hobart
or post a letter to GPO Box 32 Hobart 7001

3 Phone

6234 5255 or 6234 5861
3 Email andrew.wilkie.mp@aph.gov.au
3 Ask for a meeting

“My job is to represent and help the people of Clark which includes Hobart, Glenorchy
and Taroona. Feel free to get in touch to speak with me or one of*Weather
my staff.”
permitting

www.andrewwilkie.org

Andrew Wilkie MP

Independent Member for Clark
Authorised by Andrew Wilkie MP 188 Collins Street Hobart 7000

4 Hobart Observer November 2020

Community News

LOCAL THEATRE GOERS MAKE SHOW A SELL-OUT
LOCAL theatre goers are
quickly snapping up tickets
to a local production,
with producers having
increased the number of
performances to see the
play run into a third week.
Producers Archipelago
Productions and Blue

Cow Theatre were
pleased to extend the
season of ‘The Bleeding
Tree’, describing it as a
“powerful, visceral and
deeply exhilarating”
theatre “unhesitatingly
recommended” and saw
it as a sign local audiences

were coming out of
hibernation, desperate to
experience quality art.
Award-winning actress
and co-producer Marta
Dusseldorp said she
expected the additional
performances to be sold
out quickly based on the

sales of the first six shows.
“We have done very
little marketing for this
play, as tickets have sold
strongly from day one and
we are close to selling out
in just two weeks,” she
said.
“It fills us with such

joy that we are able
to contribute to the
re-emergence of some
cultural exchange, some
live entertainment for
our community here in
Tasmania.
“Our creative team
and fabulous cast are
as wonderful as I have
worked with anywhere
in Australia and with
boarders opening, we are
encouraging people from
interstate to come along.”
Glenorchy local
Kartanya Maynard is
playing the role of Ada
and said she was really
enjoying the experience as
the youngest cast member.

“The cast and crew are
incredible,” she said.
“I was so nervous when
I first went into rehearsals,
but everyone has been so
welcoming and respectful
– I feel like an equal
among such amazing
talent.
“Rehearsals are going
really well, but I’m
exhausted every day
because I’m learning
so much and I’m so
immersed in the work.
“It’s quite intense, I’m
really excited to talk
to people after each
performance to see what
they think of the play.”
This will be the first

of the Theatre Royal’s
postponed 2020 season
shows to be performed
after being closed for
six months due to
COVID-19 and audiences
are voting with their feet.
The Bleeding Tree,
directed by Ben Winspear
and produced by Ms
Dussledorp and Mr
Winspear’s Tasmanianbased company
Archipelago Productions
in association with Blue
Cow Theatre, will be
playing on the Main
Stage at the Theatre
Royal from Thursday
12 November for nine
performances.

Retire with us
From left, Bleeding Tree cast members Jane Johnson and Kartanya Maynard, director Ben Winspear, and co-producer and awardwinning actress Marta Dusseldorp.

Wherever you are.

VETERINARY IMAGING FIRST FOR TASMANIA
A SIGNIFICANT
advancement in diagnostic
capability has resulted
in a first for Tasmania in
veterinary care.
Local Liberal member
for Clark Elise Archer
recently launched a
world-class computer
tomography (CT)
scanning facility, which
is now available for
Tasmania’s veterinary
professionals, at the
newly established
Veterinary Imaging
Tasmania at the North
Hobart Veterinary
Hospital at 223 Elizabeth
Street.
Created by a demand
in the veterinary
profession for diagnostic
equipment, the new state
of the art CT scanning
facility represents a
private investment of
approximately $500,000.
“It is a significant
advancement in
diagnostic capability for
the Tasmanian veterinary
profession, which will

allow animals of all
descriptions to receive
the most appropriate
and highest quality
clinical care,” Vetbiz chief
executive officer MaryAnne Legro said.
CT is essential not
only for the diagnosis
and treatment of many
disorders, but it is now
being used to understand
areas ranging from drug
delivery and surgical
advancements through

to anatomical and
educational uses.
“It will also be used for
research and teaching,
and importantly, means
that sick animals no
longer have to travel
interstate for a scan,” Ms
Legro said.
The new scanner is
available for referrals
from all other veterinary
hospitals from across the
state.
“There is no doubt that

Tasmanians love their
pets and want the best
outcome when they are
unwell,” Ms Archer said.
“Veterinary Imaging
Tasmania now provides
this expertise for all
animals who need medical
attention.
“This project also
demonstrates that
Tasmanian businesses
have the confidence in
our economy to invest in
projects like this.”

tasplan.com.au

Issued by Tasplan Pty Ltd. For further information in relation
to whether to acquire or hold the products referred to, please
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Archer
Elise Archer with Wiggles the boxer dog.

Liberal Member for Clark
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Kimberley’s Pet Taxi & Pet Services 0428 568 852

www.pettaxi.net.au

62 Main Road, Moonah
6165 7730
elise.archer@dpac.tas.gov.au
www.elisearcher.com.au
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Tasmanians to reap benefits from ‘Pulse of Tasmania’

From left, Dress for Success Hobart founder and chief executive officer Amanda French, Neighbourhood Houses Tasmania acting chief executive officer Jonathan Bedloe, FitEx owner Nikki Long, Bank of us chief executive officer Paul
Ranson, Tasplan chief executive officer Wayne Davy, and St.LukesHealth’s Paul Lupo

DRESS for Success
Hobart, FitEx and
Neighbourhood Houses
Tasmania have been
announced as the first
‘Pulse of Tasmania’ grant
recipients – $45,000
in total – to provide
programs that support
Tasmanians’ physical,
mental or financial
health and wellbeing.
The Pulse of Tasmania
was launched by the
Bank of us, Tasplan and
St.LukesHealth with a
shared vision of helping
Tasmanians get back on
their feet following the

impact of COVID-19.
Tasplan chief executive
officer Wayne Davy said
the three organisations
had committed $100,000
to support initiatives that
would help shape the
new normal.
“We’ve always
been about helping
Tasmanians, whether
directly through
products and services,
or by contributions to
and engagement with
our local communities,”
he said.
“We take our
responsibility to help

Tasmania to get through
these unprecedented
times very seriously.”
Mr Davy said the
overall the response to
the ‘Pulse of Tasmania’
had been very telling.
“It confirmed what
we’d been hearing more
widely, that people were
struggling to come to
terms with the way their
lives had changed due
to the pandemic, but
what we also heard were
the stories of hope and
resilience,” he said.
“We received many
amazing stories, which

Federal Budget 2020:
Investing an additional
$1.89 million in roads
and community
infrastructure in Hobart
SENATOR
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03 6231 2444

duniam.com.au

senator.duniam@aph.gov.au
Authorised by Senator Jonathon Duniam, Liberal Party of Australia, Ground Floor, 85 Macquarie Street, Hobart TAS 7000.

is why we’ve also
developed the digital
magazine ‘The Pulse’.
“We hope that overtime
‘The Pulse’ will not only
be known as the ‘home
of the great Tasmanian
story’ but that it will also
become an invaluable
resource for anyone
seeking credible content
about Tasmanians’ health
and well-being.”
Bank of us chief
executive officer Paul
Ranson said the Pulse
of Tasmania asked
Tasmanians to tell their
stories to guide the
direction of the funding,
“We wanted to help,
but what we didn’t want

to do was to assume
to know what would
be important to our
communities once we got
through the worst of the
pandemic,” he said.
Dress for Success
Hobart chief executive
officer Amanda French
said the grant would help
the program empower
women in the Tasmanian
community to obtain
economic independence.
“We know that there
are more than 9000
Tasmanian women
looking for work right
now and we know that
this number is rising every
day,” she said.
“The support from

the Pulse of Tasmania
will allow Dress for
Success Hobart to build
on the initial success we
have had in supporting
women in the
Tasmanian community
to ensure that all
women experiencing
unemployment (or
underemployment) have
access to a network of
support if they so wish.”
The Pulse of Tasmania
funding will support team
care workshops that are
designed specifically for
Neighbourhood House
Tasmania workers to
support their mental
health and wellbeing
in the workplace and

promote healthy team
relationships.
The grant will also
support FitEx’s Fitness
Calendar that will
provide Tasmanians with
access to a variety of
thoughtfully designed
fitness, health and
wellness sessions across
Tasmania.
The remaining
recipients of the Pulse of
Tasmania funding will be
announced early in 2021.
For more information
about the Pulse of
Tasmania or to view
‘The Pulse’ digital
magazine, visit www.
pulseoftasmania.com.au.

MEN’S SHEDS GRANTS NOW OPEN
MEN’S Sheds across
Tasmania have been
invited to apply for
funding as part of the
newest round of the
National Men’s Shed
Development Programme
(NDSP).
Funded by the Liberal
Government, Round
21 of the NSDP will
specifically prioritise applications with a strong
health, wellbeing or
safety emphasis, in acknowledgement of the
impact of COVID-19
and the needs of sheds
in the recovery period

and beyond.
Local Liberal Senator
Eric Abetz encouraged all
sheds to apply.
“Now more than ever,
sheds offer men and
women a critical avenue
for social support and
engagement,” Senator
Abetz said.
“To stay healthy, it is
important to do regular
activities with the people
around us, and our
local Men’s Sheds are a
wonderful outlet for the
community to get together and be active, and at
the same time do some

good with the many
community projects they
are involved in.”
Men’s Sheds can apply
for financial support
across the following
funding categories:
• 	Category one –
health, wellbeing,
and events, $8,000
maximum
• 	Category two –
shed improvements,
$8,000 maximum
• 	Category three –
equipment, $5,000
maximum
“In many parts of
regional Australia,

local Men’s Sheds are
fast becoming one of the
most important regional
organisations, one where
members make connections and serve their
community,” Senator
Abetz said.
Since 2013, the
Liberal Government has
provided $5.4 million
to support Men’s Sheds
across Australia.
Applications for the current funding round close
Friday 27 November.
For more information,
visit https://mensshed.
org.
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Christmas

ABC’S GIVING TREE APPEAL GOES VIRTUAL
TASMANIA’S largest
Christmas charity, the
ABC Giving Tree Appeal,
launched on 3 November
and will run through to
15 December with a
focus on online giving.
Following what has
been an incredibly tough
year for many in the community, the appeal will
help raise donations for
Tasmanians most in need
over the holiday season.
Tasmanians will be able
to visit the ABC Giving
Tree Appeal website to
make a cash donation of
their choice, which will
be distributed across the
appeal’s charity partners
– Hobart City Mission,
Mission Australia, Uniting
Tasmania, Anglicare,
Colony47, St Vincent de
Paul Society, The Salvation Army, Launceston

Benevolent Society and
Launceston City Mission.
While the ABC has
asked the public to
donate physical gifts in
the past, this year the
appeal requests donations
to be made online to
keep everyone safe and
to adhere to COVID-19
restrictions in place for
public and workplace
buildings.
ABC Hobart local manager Samantha Stayner
said the Giving Tree Appeal will continue to help
those in need and that it
was even more important
to support the community
this holiday season.
“We know how much
this appeal and its traditions mean to Tasmania
and we wanted to make
sure this could continue,
following what has been a

difficult year,” she said.
“While many have left
gifts in the past, an online
donation will be just as
meaningful for a person or
family struggling to make
ends meet, and help them
to put gifts under their tree
and food on the table.
“It’s wonderful to have
the full support of our
charity partners and to
know that the impact of
the Giving Tree Appeal
will remain as significant
as ever.”
Charities will use the
funds raised to purchase
toys, gifts and food
hampers for Tasmanian
individuals and families
requiring financial support
over the holiday season.
Cash donations will
also allow charities to
tailor what they purchase
for each of their clients,

including providing gift
cards for parents to pick
out something special for
their children.
The ABC’s Giving Tree
Appeal is the biggest
Christmas charity in the

state.
For more than 30
years, it has supported
local charities to help
disadvantaged and
vulnerable people in the
Tasmanian community

enjoy the holiday season,
a time that can be difficult
for many.
The 2020 ABC Giving
Tree Appeal officially
launched on ABC Radio
Hobart’s state-wide ‘Morn-

ings with Leon Compton’ program on Tuesday
3 November.
For more information
on the ABC Giving Tree
Appeal, visit abc.net.au/
givingtree.

ONLINE TOY DRIVE FOR
FAMILIES IN NEED
HOBART City Mission’s annual toy drive
has gone virtual this
year in order to keep
clients, volunteers, staff
and donors safe in the
wake of the COVID-19
pandemic.
The annual Christmas
Toy Drive provides gifts
to children in need and
families who are struggling to make ends meet
at this often stressful
time of year.
This year, Hobart City
Mission has partnered
with online giving
platform Simply Giving,
allowing donors to
select and donate toys
online
Hobart City Mission
chief executive officer
John Stubley said the
Simply Giving platform
allowed donors to feel
the joy of selecting
a specific gift while
maintaining safe physical
distancing.
“The Simply Giving
platform is great – it’s
just like online shopping,” he said.
“There are lots of toys
to choose from for all
different ages and at
difference price points.”
Mr Stubley said there
were a lot of benefits to
donating online.
“It removes a lot of
the logistical work that
usually surrounds the
Christmas Assistance
Program, which saves
us time and resources,”
he said.
“It also means that we
can be sure all the toys

delivered are appropriate
for our clients.
“We are very grateful
to our generous donors
who make Christmas a
special time for people
and children in need.
“This is particularly
important this year when
there has been so much
uncertainty and difficulty
for so many Tasmanian
families.
“A very big thank you
to all of the local businesses who have also
joined the Christmas Toy
Drive this year, who are
either collecting toys for
us, or hosting their own
online toy drive on our
behalf.”
The online giving
platforms is open until 4
December and people
can donate at hobartcitymission.org.au/donatea-toy.
While online donations are the preferred
method this year, if

people would still like to
donate in person, they
can drop donations off
at Hobart City Mission’s
office at 50 Barrack
Street in Hobart.
People struggling to
make ends meet this
Christmas can apply for
Hobart City Mission’s
Christmas Assistance
Program by visiting
www.hobartcitymission.
org.au/cap/ and filling
in an online application
form, or by visiting
Hobart City Mission
offices at 50 Barrack
Street, or 11 Main Road
in Moonah.
Due to limited
funding, there are only a
certain number of spots
in the program.
While submitting an
application does not
guarantee you a spot, it’s
important to get your
application in early for
the best chance to access
the program.

SEAFOOD FOR CHRISTMAS!
PLACE YOUR ORDERS NOW.
Orders will close Friday 18th December, 2020

VICTORIA DOCK
p : 03 6231 2815
w : mures.com.au

CAMBRIDGE

p : 03 6277 5555
w : muresfishing.com.au

Hobart Observer November 2020 7

Community News

METRO SHOP OPENS IN TRADITIONAL HOME
METRO Tasmania has
officially opened a new
Metro Shop at its Springfield depot.
Metro Tasmania chief
executive officer Katie
Cooper said it had been
almost 10 years since Metro had operated a similar
shop front for customers
at its depot home.
“Given the growing
importance of the
transport corridor through
the northern suburbs of
Hobart, it’s the right time
for our customers and
business to return a Metro
Shop to this area,” she
said.
Ms Cooper said the

new shop would add to
Metro’s increasing network
of 23 Greencard agents
across the state, supporting
the 85 per cent of
Metro passengers using a
Greencard for their travel.
“We’re excited to offer
customers a new and convenient option to get or
top up a Greencard, and
access a range of other
services and support,” she
said.
Metro chair Tim
Gardner said facilities
like the new Metro Shop
enabled the company to
deliver a better customer
experience.
“Alongside our upgrad-

ed Tasmanian-built bus
fleet, the new Metro Shop
is the latest example of
how Metro is modernising
to better connect communities,” he said
Minister for
Infrastructure Michael
Ferguson, who officially
opened the shop, said it
would make it even easier
for customers to obtain a
Greencard, make enquiries
and provide feedback.
“The Metro Shop in
Hobart’s Elizabeth Street
interchange plays a critical
role in Metro’s operations,
and the new shop at the
Springfield depot is set to
expand on that,” he said.

SUPPORTING TASMANIANS
APPLICATIONS are now
open for the TasNetworks
Resilient Communities
Grants Program.
Not-for-profit groups
can apply for up to $5000
in funding under the inaugural program for projects
that are building greater
resilience in the Tasmanian
Community.
TasNetworks chief
executive officer Lance
Balcombe said the new
program was all about
helping Tasmanians

bounce back during difficult times.
“It’s through the work
and ideas of local communities that recovery is
achieved and resilience is
strengthened,” he said.
“Not-for-profits are the
heart and soul behind
some of the most important work in our community, often providing direct
support services to people
when they’re faced with
unexpected challenges,
like COVID-19.

“If you run a non-profit
that supports health and
wellbeing, improves access
to crucial community services and resources, boosts
social connection, or helps
our community prepare
and respond to challenges,
please consider applying.”
The new grants program is open until Sunday
15 November 2020.
For more information,
visit www.tasnetworks.
com.au/resilientcommunities.

CONNECTING GENERATIONS
MORE than 100 students
from year three to year six
at St Mary’s College have
been connecting with the
college’s past by writing
letters to alumni.
The Connecting
Generations initiative,
which was inspired by
the social distancing
and isolation experience
during 2020, encourages the timeless joy
of letter writing, which
has provided a way for
students to learn about
others in the college
community.
Letters are exchanged
on a regular basis, providing the opportunity to
share stories and memories, and learn more about
each other’s lives, while
building new friendships
across the generations.
Forty-five alumni have
registered for the program,
spanning a variety of
decades, from the class of
1951, through to 2019.

Due to an overwhelming response from the girls,
aged eight to 12 years
old, each alumni receives
two to three letters, before
replying to the group.
Year three participant
Nina Jessup said she really
enjoyed the program.
“I like writing letters
because I like getting in
touch with people and
communicating with
them,” she said.
“I like to know a bit
about their life.”
Many students are
experiencing pen pal letter
writing for the first time
through the program and
have enjoyed checking the
makeshift letterboxes in
their classroom’s communal areas.
“It’s so nice to receive
letters as I don’t get letters
in the mail very often,”
Jayne Robinson said.
Year three student Ava
Buhse said this was her
first pen pal.

“It is nice to write to
other people and it’s fun
to go to the letterbox,”
she said.
Students and alumni
alike have enjoyed connecting with each other,
asking questions about
what St Mary’s was like in
their era, learning about
each other’s family, pets,
interests and pastimes.
“It’s great to have someone to write to, especially
as we are working on our
handwriting in class,” year
three participant Abbie
Fidanza said.
“I have learnt lots about
my pen pal and their life.”
With the opportunity
for alumni to join (or
re-join) the program
each year, and a growing
number of interested
students, the popularity
of Connecting Generations is expected to
continue throughout the
students’ junior school
years.

From left, nine-year-old St Mary’s College students Jayne Robinson, Nina Jessup, Ava Buhse,
Anabel Hutchinson and Abbie Fidanza writing to their pen pals.

In a normal nonCOVID year, the Metro
Shop in Hobart has about
500 visitors a day, or
10,000 visits a month.
In the back-to-school
months of January and
February, this number
increases to 750 a day, or
15,000 a month.
It also issues 300
Greencards a week on
average, and that number
doubles in January and
February.
Mr Ferguson said the
new Metro Shop at the
depot would also be
home to Metro’s call
centre, which answered
130 calls a day on average

Metro chief executive officer Katie Cooper, left, and chairman Tim Gardner in the new Metro
Shop at the Springfield depot.

from statewide callers.
“This number increases
to more than 220 calls
when changes to services
are being introduced,” he
said.
“The Springfield depot

Metro Shop is a significant
development for Metro
and its customers, given
the importance of the
transport corridor through
the northern suburbs of
Hobart and the conveni-

ence it will provide.
“This is a fantastic
outcome for the
community to have this
service again after the
Metro Shop was closed
in 2011.”

More to see at larger market
INCREASED stalls will
cover a larger footprint
over a longer trading period at Tasmania’s Own
Market.
170 stallholders are
now trading each Saturday from 8.30am to
3pm (previously 1.30pm
finish time), in line with
the traditional market
times.
The market footprint
was extended to accommodate the additional

stalls and physical distancing requirements.
“In recent weeks, the
market has been able to
expand its capacity to
1000 people and this
has been managed very
well,” Lord Mayor Anna
Reynolds said.
“With Tasmania’s
borders now opening
to most states, there are
many stallholders who
are excited to get back
out trading regularly.

“We’re pleased to be
able to offer that opportunity and help contribute to the economic
recovery of our city and
our state.”
COVID-19 safety
measures will continue
to be implemented,
including the monitoring of patron numbers
and provision of hand
sanitiser.
The market’s Safety
Angels will also be

on hand to help keep
patrons safe.
Anyone feeling unwell
or experiencing any cold
or flu-like symptoms is
encouraged to do their
market shopping from
the comfort of their own
home via the Salamanca
Market online store.
For more information and to see which
stallholders are trading,
visit salamancamarket.
com.au.
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BUSHFIRE AWARENESS
TasWater preparing CITY FIREFIGHTERS PREPARE
for a fire safe summer FOR BUSHFIRE SEASON
WITH summer fast
approaching, the City
of Hobart’s firefighting
team was put through its
paces in preparation for
the upcoming bushfire
season.
A highly trained
team of 35 firefighters
completed a range
of exercises including
carrying heavy packs over
long distances, testing
fire hoses and other
equipment, and sheltering
in fire trucks.
City of Hobart’s
bushland manager John
Fisher said although a
wet winter had tamed

bushfire conditions in
Hobart compared to last
year, there was no room
for complacency.
“In its seasonal
outlook, the Bureau of
Meteorology warned
that even though this
year’s bushfire season is
predicted as ‘normal’,
Tasmania can still expect
three or four major fires
over summer,” he said.
“It only takes one fire
in the right conditions to
create a bushfire disaster,
so we all need to be
prepared for whatever
the season might throw
at us.

Firefighters preparing for bushfire season.

“That’s why we
invest in training and
preparation at this time of
year and we encourage
others in the community
to do the same.”
Lord Mayor Anna
Reynolds said the
City of Hobart went
above and beyond in
bushfire management by
having the largest local
government firefighting
team in the state.
“Every year, before the
bushfire season starts,
our firefighters undergo
training exercises to
prepare them for fighting
fires in the bushland
reserves around Hobart,”
she said.
“This training is an
important part for our
preparation for the risk
of bushfires and is part
of our work to keep the
people of Hobart safe.”
The firefighting team
conducts fuel reduction
burns in Autumn and
Spring to maintain a
network of fire breaks

and be ready to support
agencies if a bushfire
threatens Hobart.
A number of fuel
reduction burns will
be carried out in areas
around Hobart, including
at Queens Domain,
Ridgeway Park and
Bicentennial Park.
Mayor Reynolds said
residents also had an
important role to play.
“We know that the
best time to prepare for
bushfire is when there is
no threat of bushfire and
that time is now,” she
said.
“If you live near
bushland, now is a good
time to remove excess
vegetation around your
home, clear gutters and
to develop a household
bushfire survival plan.”
For more
information and
advice about preparing
for the upcoming
bushfire season, visit
hobartcity.com.au/
PrepareForBushfire.

From left, AJ Water and Leak Detection skilled operator Toby Wright and TasWater Capital Delivery
Officer project supervisor Robert Bush conducted the fire hydrant maintenance and testing
program in the state’s north and north east.

“This is essential in
allowing fire vehicles and
associated equipment to
refill quickly, reducing
the turnaround time
to get back to the
fireground.”
TasWater works
closely with the
Tasmania Fire Service
to identify and maintain
appropriately located
hydrants in the major
cities and regional areas
across the state.
As part of this,
the TasWater Capital
Delivery Office (CDO)
successfully rolled out
a pilot fire hydrant
inspection, maintenance
and testing program
earlier this year in the
state’s north and north
east.
The fire hydrant
maintenance program
will help firefighters and
others have access to the
water when it is needed
most through improved
reliability of equipment.
Ms Green said the
community also needed
to play their part.
“We are urging

Tasmanians to make sure
any fire hydrants on their
property are kept clear
so they can be easily
assessible in case of an
emergency,” she said.
“If we all make an
effort to use our water
wisely, we can better
manage the demand and
ensure there is enough
to meet our everyday
needs as well as support
our firefighters this
summer.”
In addition, TasWater
is also encouraging other
Tasmanian utilities where
possible to dig deep and
donate to Rural Business
Tasmania’ Rural Relief
Fund.
The money goes
towards supporting
Tasmanian families who
need drought, flood or
bushfire relief.
For more information
on the Rural Relief
Fund, visit https://
ruralbusinesstasmania.
org.au/.
For tips on how to use
water wisely, visit water
wise tips at https://www.
taswater.com.au/.

During Total Fire Bans, if you
use more water than you need, it may
not be there when we need it most.
Water is a precious resource that can run out even here in Tasmania. That’s why on days
of Total Fire Ban, TasWater asks that anyone connected to our water supply avoids all
non-essential water use. You can help by:
• Turning off all sprinklers, including automatic systems;
• Restricting hose use to essential purposes, such as firefighting;
• Rescheduling any job that requires water, such as watering plants and gardens
or washing vehicles, to a day that isn’t a Total Fire Ban.
Visit taswater.com.au
for ways to waste less water.

0081M

AS Summer approaches,
TasWater, along with
other Tasmanian utilities,
local councils and
businesses, is working to
assist in protecting the
community from fire.
Every year, TasWater
prepares for the season by
assessing vegetation and
other fire risks around
water treatment plants,
sewage plants, reservoirs
and other infrastructure.
“We need to make
sure our treatment
plants can keep
operating during a
fire emergency as the
ongoing provision of
drinking water is a key
role for TasWater,”
department manager
of service optimisation
Sonia Green said.
“If a fire breaks out
and your property is not
in any danger, TasWater
requests customers
reduce water use to
maintain pressure to
areas where residents
and firefighters may
need it most.
“This includes the use
of sprinkler systems.
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What to do when a bushfire threatens you
AS the Tasmanian fire
season approaches, it’s
important to have a
plan and know your
options.
Community
Protection Planning
is an innovative, national
award-winning initiative
which assists in
identifying safety options
during a bushfire threat.
The Tasmania Fire
Service works closely
with communities, local
government, service
providers, and other
government agencies
to create a plan
and implement risk
management strategies.  
Each plan is tailored to
the individual community
to best suit its needs.
Tasmania Fire Service’s
bushfire risk mitigation
manager Chris Collins

said it was important for
people to be prepared,
regardless of whether
they choose to stay at
their property or leave it.
“Understanding
risks and taking
steps to mitigate
them is important
for all members of
the community, but
especially those living in
bushfire prone areas,” he
said.
“We want to make sure
that people are informed,
prepared and ready for
when a bushfire strikes.”
Each plan provides
advice on how to:
• Prepare – getting
your home bushfire
ready, making a
bushfire survival
plan and making
sure your insurance
policy is up to date;

• A
 ct – where to
receive updates on
weather and Fire
Danger Ratings and
how to put your
bushfire survival plan
into action when the
threat is imminent;
• Survive – making
sure everyone is safe,
whether you choose
to stay or leave your
home.
There are currently
126 plans in place
across the state, with
nine new plans being
developed this year for
release prior to the fire
season in North Bruny
Island, Buckland, Koonya,
Bothwell, Branxholm,
Queenstown, Miena,
Bridport and Somerset.
To see your local area’s
plan, visit www.fire.tas.
gov.au/

ONROAD
ONROAD OFFROAD

OFFROAD

1300 732 377

1300 732 377

Fire Hazard
Reduction Reduction
Fire
Hazard
Slashing and Mowing
VegetationSlashing
Removal and Mowing
Herbicide Vegetation
Spraying
Removal
Fully Licensed
Herbicide Spraying
NROAD
FFROAD
1300 732 377 Licensed
Fully
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MEMORIAL FOR LOVED ONES
THE Compassionate
Friends group is set to
unveil new memorial
benches at Millingtons cemeteries across
Hobart as a way for
bereaved parents to
remember the children
they have lost.
The Compassionate
Friends is a worldwide
movement that began
in England in 1967 and
is a way for bereaved
parents to connect with
other bereaved parents
and share their experiences.
“The philosophy is that
mutual support to talk
through their experiences, enables the bereaved
to find within themselves
the strength to rebuild
their shattered lives after
the worst loss anybody
can experience,” Hobart
group member Maxine
Barry said.
“We can talk about our
children, express where

we are at the moment,
the experiences we’ve
had and the feeling
we’ve had.
“We draw inspiration
from each other, as
there’ll be something in
each person’s story that
will help other people.”
Ms Barry started the
group in Hobart in 2009,
with there being around
15 active members at
any given time.
“I trained in Victoria
for four years after my
daughter’s death in 2002,
wanting to contribute
after finding solace and
support myself from the
Canterbury group,” Ms
Barry said.
“We meet every
second month for the
support group and have
a social get-together in
the months in between.”
The group will be raising funds through a raffle
that will be drawn on 23
December 2020, with

memorial benches to be
set up in Cornelian Bay
Cemetery, East Risdon
Cemetery and Kingston
Cemetery.
“The raffle money
will raise money for the
benches and plaques to
go on them, if there’s
anything left over, we’ll
give it to The Compassionate Friends Victoria,”
Ms Barry said.
“The plaque will have
The Compassionate
Friends logo as well as
the 24/7 helpline which
is staffed by trained
bereaved parents, so that
way people who visit
the cemetery can get to
know about the group.
“The pain never goes
away, we grieve because
we love and we continue
to love – the grief will
continue as long as we
live, which is what our
memorial bench is going
to say in memory of our
children that we’re never

going to forget.”
Maria O’Rourke lost
her son Sebastian during
an accident while he was
travelling overseas about
five years ago.
“The group has been
wonderful, it takes a little
bit of effort in the beginning to connect, but the
love from other people is
amazing,” Ms O’Rourke
said.
“It’s having that inspiration that you’re going
to be okay, that you will
get through and find
some peace that you can
make a contribution and
continue their spirit.”
Membership is free
and open to all bereaved
parents regardless of the
cause of death and age of
the child.
For more information, visit https://www.
compassionatefriendsvictoria.org.au/ or phone
the 24/7 support line on
1300 064 068.

Supporting
Nepalese cricket

From left, TNCA sponsor BMW Education Consultancy Hobart’s Bishnu Sapkota, local Liberal Member
for Clark Elise Archer, TNCA public officer Punam Panta, Lord Mayor of Hobart Anna Reynolds and
TNCA sponsor BMW Education Consultancy Hobart’s Pradip Pokhrel.

From left, The Compassionate Friends members Maxine Barry, Judy O’Brien, Rosemary Harwood and Maria O’Rourke.

NOMINATIONS FOR VETERANS’
EMPLOYMENT AWARDS NOW OPEN
NOMINATIONS for the
2021 Prime Minister’s
Veterans’ Employment
Awards, which recognise
the contributions made
by veterans in the civilian
workforce and the
organisations that support
them, have opened.
More than 300
organisations of all sizes
have signed up to the
Veterans’ Employment
Commitment, which
means that employers
have heard the message
that veterans are good
for business and are
putting this into action.
Tasmanian Liberal
Senator Eric Abetz
said businesses that
were doing it tough

had been adapting and
thinking innovatively and
embracing the skills and
experience of veterans.
“Service in the
Australian Defence Force
(ADF) teaches and hones
skills and abilities that
more than stack up in
the civilian workforce,
particularly as we face
the current challenges
from COVID-19,” he
said.
“Complex problemsolving, leadership and a
willingness to have a go –
these all come with hiring
a veteran and will assist
businesses to achieve
greater performance
across the board.
“The awards are

an opportunity to
acknowledge and
celebrate these veterans,
and the organisations
from across Australia
who employ them and
their families.
“The Government is
committed to supporting
the successful transition
and mental health for
ADF members, which
includes helping them get
a job after service.”
The 2020–21 Budget
provided a further $6
million to continue this
program as well as to
provide training for
veterans looking to start
their own business.
“I encourage any
veteran or organisation

that is committed to
veteran employment to
nominate for the 2021
awards,” Senator Abetz
said.
Nomination categories
are Veteran Employee
of the Year, Veteran
Entrepreneur of the Year,
Veterans’ Small Employer
of the Year, Veterans’
Medium Employer of the
Year and Veterans’ Large
Employer of the Year.
For further information
and to nominate,
visit https://www.
veteransemployment.
gov.au/.
Nominations close
on 20 November 2020,
with winners announced
in 2021.

THE Tasmanian Nepalese Cricket Association
(TNCA) was formally
established in 2019 and
recently celebrated the
five member clubs of
the association and the
festival of Dashi.
Four member TNCA
clubs are based in Hobart
– the Gurkha Legends,
Yeti Cricket Club, Southern Raiders Cricket Club
and Kathmandu Warriors.
The other is the
Launceston Nepali Cricket Club.
“The State Government Communities,
Sport and Recreation
COVID-19 Sport and
Recreation grant funding
we secured, enabled
the TNCA to assist
with items such as hand

sanitisers, helmets, gloves
and wicket keeping gear,”
TNCA president Prakash
Upreti said.
Local Member for
Clark Elise Archer has
supported the association
for a number of years and
was presented with a Certificate of Appreciation.
“2020 has been an
unprecedented year of
challenges for sport in
Tasmania and I commend
the hard work of the Tasmanian Nepalese Cricket
Association and its member clubs and volunteers
to ensure a safe return to
cricket,” Ms Archer said.
“It’s great to see the
rapid growth of the
Nepali community in
Tasmania and to see
the enormous amount

of work the Tasmanian
Nepalese Cricket Association has done with clubs
in such a short space of
time.
I have been pleased to
be involved to support
and advise the TNCA’s development in recent years,
knowing how important
it is for people to connect
with and support each
other.
“COVID-19 has taught
us all how important our
physical as well as mental
health and wellbeing is,
and playing sport is a
great way to socialise and
stay healthy, physically
and mentally.”
The TNCA cricket
season commenced
during the first weekend
of November 2020.

Independent Member for Nelson

www.megwebb.com.au
Authorised by Meg Webb, 3/32 Channel Hwy, Kingston.
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MENTAL HEALTH
SUPPORT FOR
LOCAL VETERANS

From left, carers Julie Burgess and Eileen Page.

Carers celebrated
AS part of National
Carers Week, a number
of performances of
the play ‘Who Cares?’,
written and performed
by Helen Swain, were
held, including at various
venues around Hobart.
National Carers Week,
which was held from
11 to 17 October, is
the time where the
contribution of the
country’s 2.7 million
carers, and Tasmania’s
85,000 plus unpaid
family and friend carers is
celebrated.
Carers Tasmania chief
executive officer David
Brennan said a carer was
someone who provided
unpaid care to another

person with disability,
chronic, terminal or
mental illness, who was
frail aged or had an
alcohol or other drug
issue.
“Nationally, 2.2 billion
hours of unpaid care
is provided every year
and often it’s family and
friends,” he said.
“Without cares families
fall over, communities
fall over and so does the
economy.”
Mr Brennan said
the role of carer was
a challenging one, but
was important for the
community.
“There’s a whole lot
of challenging factors,
not just the condition of

the person you care for,
but also where you’re
located,” he said.
“Tassie is a very
regionalised state with
some locations that are
isolated and have limited
access to services and
supports that people
need.”
Carers were invited to
watch the performance
of Who Cares?, which
was about a woman
reflecting on her time
caring for her mother.
“I wrote it to honour
the role carers do
because it is so hidden,”
performer and carer
Helen Swain said.
“It’s an amalgamation
of a lot of different

people’s stories.”
Eileen Page has been
a carer for her husband
since he had a stroke in
October 2019.
“He was out in the
garden one day and he
had a massive stroke,
so he was admitted
into hospital for three
months,” Ms Page said.
“He was paralysed
down his right side and
his cognitive abilities have
been affected along with
his eyesight and hearing.
“It’s mentally, physically
and emotionally
extremely stressful.
“I’m the one person
in the household that
makes all the decisions
for everything.”

TASMANIAN Liberal
Senator Eric Abetz has
welcomed the Federal
Government’s mental
health and employment
support for 736 veterans
and their families in
Hobart.
Senator Abetz said they
would benefit through the
Government’s 2020–21
Budget measures that
included more than $100
million to bolster mental
health support, as well as
assistance to help veterans
find a job after service.
“The budget responds
to a number of issues
members of the veteran
and ex-service community
have raised with me,”
Senator Abetz said.
“We are providing a
$94.3 million increase
to mental health and
community nursing
providers, and training
psychiatrists in veteran and
military mental health.
“To support our
veterans to have the best
possible transition from
the Australian Defence
Force and find a job
after service, we are
investing $23.7 million
in a Joint Transition
Authority and expanding
the Prime Minister’s
Veterans’ Employment

Program to provide
more support to those
transitioning veterans
who may be interested
in starting their own
business.”
$113.2 million is also
being provided for two
$250 economic support
payments to more
than 225,000 veterans
and their families. The
payments are part of
the ongoing response to
the global coronavirus
pandemic.
“In Hobart, we have
a large veteran and
ex-service community
which I have no doubt
will appreciate these
measures and recognise
the Government’s
commitment to putting
veterans and their
families first,” he said.
The Budget also
provides:
$2.4 million to provide
care coordination for
veterans with accepted
mental health conditions.
The Coordinated
Veterans’ Care Program
is a team-based
approach to health care
which involves GPled coordination of a
veteran’s treatment.
$5 million to
expand the Open

Arms – Veterans and
Families Counselling
Peer Support program
in Nowra and
Maryborough, as well as
expanding digital mental
health support in rural
and regional areas.
$25.9 million
in response to
the Independent
Review of the Totally
and Permanently
Incapacitated Payment,
providing more support
to severely impaired
veterans that are renting
as well as streamlining
administration
arrangements.
“This year has been
a difficult one and I
want to assure veterans
and their families that
they are at the forefront
of the Government’s
thinking and urge
anyone who is struggling
to reach out. Help is
available and you don’t
have to go it alone,”
Senator Abetz said.
Open Arms —
Veterans and Families
Counselling is available
to current and former
ADF personnel and
their families on 1800
011 046. This support is
available 24 hours a day,
7 days a week.

Your new career starts here!
CHC33015 Certificate III in Individual Support (Ageing)
is a qualification uniquely designed for people wanting
to start a career in the aged care industry.

ASQA Accredited Registered
Training Organisation

Up to six courses held annually
• CHC33015 Certificate III in Individual
Support (Ageing)
• HLT54115 Diploma of Nursing

Register your interest online at herc.tas.edu.au
Modern purpose-built
training campus in
Hobart’s CBD

Skills Tasmania
Government grants and
incentives available

Someone to Listen - Caring Support - Information - Practical Help
A free, confidential service for women, men and families experiencing distress or
difficulties as a result of pregnancy or pregnancy loss.
Pregnancy Counselling & Support (Tas) Inc. gratefully acknowledges the financial assistance of the Department of Health & Hum an Services

60mm

HERC is the training division of the Australian Nursing and Midwifery Federation Tasmanian
Branch. HERC proudly delivers accredited training through a Third Party Arrangement with
ANMEC (Australian Nursing & Midwifery Education Centre), RTO Code 40064. This arrangement
enables HERC to deliver ANMEC’s CHC33015 Certificate III in Individual Support (Ageing).
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Community organisations boosted Market serves up all the
fun of the Hobart Show
with Australia Post grants
HOBART based
community organisations
Hobart Women’s Shelter
and Relationships Australia
Tasmania have received
grants of up to $10,000
as part of Australia Post’s
2020 Community Grants
Program.
Hobart Women’s
Shelter was awarded a
$2,489 grant to fund
its eight week after
school and Summer
school holiday program
‘DRUMBEAT’.
DRUMBEAT is an
acronym for discovering
relationships using
music-beliefs, emotions,
attitudes and thoughts,
and is a therapeutic hand
drumming program that
aims to strengthen the
emotional health and
wellbeing of children and
young people.
The project will
enhance and increase
the sense of community
within the shelter and
provide participants
with new strategies to
maintain positive mental
health.
Hobart Women’s
Shelter chief executive
officer Janet Saunders
said therapeutic
drumming was a fun
and meaningful medium
that was easy to play and
released tension.
“Many children residing
at Hobart Women’s
Shelter have experienced
significant adversity in
their lives,” she said.
“Play and other expressive therapies, such
as DRUMBEAT, are the
most developmentally

ROBERTS &
PARTNERS
LAWYERS
•
•
•
•

Wills
Estates
Conveyancing
Litigation
1 Stanton Place,
Cambridge
(03) 6248 4144

admin@rplawyers.com.au
HOBART & SYDNEY
OFFICES

appropriate modalities
for nurturing healing and
growth in children and
young people impacted by trauma such as
homelessness and family
violence.”
DRUMBEAT will run
on a weekly basis from
mid-November 2020
until February 2021
for children and young
people accessing crisis
accommodation at the
shelter.
Relationships Australia
Tasmania was also
awarded a grant of
$5,100 to fund its
‘Stay ChatTY Youth
Positive Mental Health
Campaign’.
The program will
provide tools, support
and opportunity for the
Youth Reference Group
to design and implement
a for-youth, by-youth
mental health promotion
initiative for the post
COVID-19 period.
This year’s grants
program aligned
with Australia Post’s
commitment to
supporting mental
health, funding projects
that helped improve
connection and mental
wellbeing in local
communities.
“We know when we
connect, we feel better,”
Australia Post executive
general manager Nicole

DESPITE the Royal
Hobart Show not
going ahead this year,
Tasmania’s Own Market
gave patrons a taste of
Show Day with rides,
animals, games and
Dagwood dogs.
The Show Day market
ran on Saturday 24
October and featured 90
local stallholders alongside
family-friendly Show
staples at Salamanca Place.
The much-loved
Tommy Choo Choo train
was at the market to give
people rides after being
restored by the Rotary
Club of Lindisfarne.
“The Rotary Club
members had been
repairing and restoring
Tommy during the past

few months and it was
the train’s first outing
since the start of the
pandemic,” Lord Mayor
Anna Reynolds said.
“The market also
had teacup rides,
laughing clowns, roving
entertainment, baby
goats and alpacas.
“All the Show
favourites like donuts,
fairy floss, toffee apples
and Dagwood dogs were
also available.”
Tasmania’s Own
Market has been
operating since August,
featuring a selection
of Salamanca Market
stallholders.
Under current
restrictions, a maximum
of 1000 people are

permitted at the market
at any one time.
“The market has been
getting around 4,500
people across the day,
without exceeding the
1000-person limit at
any time,” Lord Mayor
Reynolds said.
“It’s been a great way
to support local small
businesses and connect
them with Tasmanian
customers.”
The market’s Safety
Angels have been on
hand to help keep
patrons Covid-safe.
For more information
and to see which
stallholders are trading at
Tasmania’s Own Market,
visit salamancamarket.
com.au.

Hobart Women’s Shelter DRUMBEAT facilitator Tanya Wilson.

Sheffield said.
“The organisations
we’ve funded aim to
help improve the mental
health and wellbeing
of Australians by
helping individuals and
communities be more
connected.
“The projects will
help to increase
community awareness
and understanding of
mental health and how
to stay mentally well, and
strengthen connections

to mental health support
services.”
More than $500,000
in total was awarded
to 79 not-for-profit
community organisations
across Australia, with the
majority of recipients in
rural and regional areas.
For more information
and to see the full list
of Australia Post’s 2020
Community Grants
recipients, visit auspost.
com.au/grants.

The Tommy Choo Choo train driven by Lindisfarne Rotary Club’s John Cole.
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DVA and PENSIONERS welcome
Comfortable natural looking dentures
flexible metal free partial dentures
affordable IMPLANT retained dentures
Same day repairs, relines
CALL 6272 0544 NOW TO
BOOK YOUR FREE CONSULTATION!
Now in two great locations: 118 Main Road Moonah
and city address available by request
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Narryna celebrates restoration
ONE of Hobart’s most
loved venues held a
special garden party in
mid-October to celebrate
its new lease on life that
came with a number of
restoration and development projects.
Narryna is an 1830s
merchant’s house and
collection in Battery Point
that tells the story of early
colonial life in Hobart.
Built by seafarer Captain Andrew Haig, who
built warehouses facing
Salamanca Place in 1834,
Narryna has had an
adventurous life.
“It is a time capsule of
Tasmania’s social history,
art and design traditions,”
manager Scott Carlin said.
“Since it’s completion
in 1840, it has been a
home to large families, a
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•
•
•
•
•
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225 Collins Street, Hobart
P: 6234 1044 F: 6231 3887
E: autocraft@netspace.net.au
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Art Gallery, and the Narryna Council’s fundraising
revenue of approximately
$50,000.
The celebratory Spring
garden party was held at
the venue on Saturday
17 October and featured
fire-roasted premium
Tasmania seafood,
canapés, cocktails and
refreshments prepared
by Frank Restaurant
Hobart executive chef
Scott Heffernan, as well
as entertainment by the
Australian Army Bands
jazz quartet.
Former ABC News
presenter Peter Gee also
hosted an auction for
superb dining experience,
luxury accommodation
and cruises to support
Narryna’s ongoing
redevelopment.

Solar Panel Cleans
Bird Proofing
Gutter Guard Installation

You get me and a truck from $30!
For pickup / deliveries / tip runs and small moves state
wide call Troy and Bec on

0400 959 242

0407 040 641
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garden walls + edgings
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Excavation works
15 years trade experience
0450 169 946 or 62 499 356

open arms, as this is the
only way we will all understand their significance
and heritage value, and
therefore care enough
to support their ongoing
conservation.”
Some of the infrastructure projects have
included refurbishing a
large shed to become
an all-weathers venue,
new kitchen facilities and
amenities, car parking infrastructure, and a kitchen
garden.
The project has been
funded by The Tasmanian
Community Fund, the
Australian Government’s
Federal Tourism Infrastructure Driver Program,
the Australian Government’s Stronger Communities Program, the
Tasmanian Museum and

Vacuum Cleaning Gutters

Woodheating Specialists
Flue and Chimney Cleans
Safety Checks
Re-flues and Installations
Replacement parts
Sales of new heaters
Fully insured and all work completed
to Australian Standards

CONCRETER

boarding house, a hospital
and now a museum.”
Through grants and
fundraising, Narryna has
recently stepped up its facilities to provide a more
interactive and immersive
experience for those who
visit.
The venue is now able
to host a wider range of
school programs, museum
public programs and
commercial events.
“Restoration and
development projects
such as this are vital to
the sustainability of our
heritage assets,” Destination Southern Tasmania
chief executive officer
Alex Heroys said.
“It’s wonderful to see
heritage buildings like
Narryna welcoming
visitors and events with

E hobart@littlegreentruck.com.au W www.littlegreentruck.com.au
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CREATING TRADITION AT BETT GALLERY
By Isabel Howard

ONE of Tasmania’s
most well-known and
distinguished artists has
unveiled his latest body of
work, ‘Out of Darkness’, at
the Bett Gallery in Hobart,
celebrating 30 years of
partnership with the local
gallery.
Philip Wolfhagen
studied at the University of
Tasmania and the University of Sydney before he
returned to his home in
Longford in 1996, where
he has produced work
that has captured the
unique and turning landscapes of Tasmania.
Often inspired by the
walks and scenery around
his home, his paintings
have a solemn, calming
presence, featuring
moorlands and silhouettes
such as the Great Western
Tiers and Ben Lomond
against cloudy skies.
Mr Wolfhagen said his
motivation for continuing
to base himself in
Tasmania was that it was
the ideal place to raise his
family.
“Tasmania is my home
and the place I love,”

he said.
“It has every natural
feature you could want –
mountains, rivers, plains,
skies, where so much of
Australia is flat.
“When I lived in
Sydney, I realised how
powerful my connection
was.
Painting Tasmania, I felt
that I was still at home, but
I felt I was getting more
and more estranged, and
I wanted to have a more
immersive life within that
landscape.
“The reason I paint is
to feel connected to the
natural world – that’s what
motivates me.”
Out of the Darkness,
which was launched on
24 October, explores
the hours before
nightfall in the northern
Tasmanian countryside
and builds on his
previous exhibition
in Hobart in 2017,
‘Hinterlands’.
Out of Darkness
also marks 30 years
of partnership and his
13th solo exhibition
with Bett Gallery, which
displayed his very first solo
exhibition ‘The Path of

A Secular Altarpiece by Phillip Wolfhagen

Least Resistance’ in March
1990.
Since then, Mr Wolfhagen has displayed his work
with the gallery at least
once every three years.
Mr Wolfhagen continues
to consistently exhibit in
Hobart despite having

put on numerous shows
nationwide.
“A lot of my peers are
still there, and I think
they’re more critical which
I take more seriously, and
it’s a unique place,” he
said.
“We’ve heralded

historical environmental
movements – we have a
particular spirit.
“Hobart and Bett
Gallery would be the last
place I stop exhibiting.
“This sort of long
connection in an artistgallery relationship is

incredibly important
– there’s a lot of trust
involved, and you look
after each other.”
Even in the wake of the
COVID-19 pandemic, Mr
Wolfhagen’s way of life in
Longford has remained
relatively unchanged, and

he intends to continue
working and exhibiting
with his representative
galleries into the future.
The exhibition Out
of Darkness will be on
display at Bett Gallery,
Murray Street until 14
November 2020.

OBSERVER SPORT
COLES GRANT
HELPS LITTLE ATHS
HOBART Districts
Little Athletics Centre has
received a much-needed
funding boost for its upcoming season thanks to a
$4,800 grant from Coles.
The Little Athletics
Centre in Hobart is one of
158 grassroots sports clubs
across Australia to share
in $521,000 for sports
equipment from the latest
round of the Coles Little
Athletics Community
Fund.
It is the single
largest round of grants
distributed to Little
Athletics centres since
the Coles fund was
established two years ago
to support young athletes
hoping to follow in the
footsteps of champions
like Sally Pearson and
Brandon Starc.
The grant comes amid
research from the Australian Sports Foundation in
July which estimated that
more than 16,000 local
sports clubs were at risk
of closing due to reduced
revenues and increased
costs arising from COVID-19.
Hobart Districts Little
Athletics president Nic

Burns said the grant would
help the centre establish
themselves at the Domain
Athletics Track.
“As of this season,
Domain will be the
permanent home for
Hobart Districts,” he said.
“With this grant, we’ll be
able to buy extra hurdles
so that we can fully utilise
the lanes at the track.
“We’ll also be able
to get a custom-made
hurdles trolley to make
life easier for our parent
volunteers.”
Commonwealth
Games high jump
champion and Coles
ambassador Brandon
Starc is among the Aussie
athletes who have been
affected by disruptions
and restrictions caused
by COVID-19.
The Tokyo prospect
said he hoped the
funding would encourage
kids to get back on track
this season.
“As a former little
athlete, I know how
much new equipment
means to kids who are
starting out their athletics
careers,” he said.
“It gives kids a chance

From left, Hobart Districts Little Athletics Centre athletes Rosie Arnold, Isabella Costa, Tess Stansfield and Susana Rayner.

to compete and train at
their best and reach their
full potential.”
Coles state general
manager Mark O’Connor
said Coles was pleased
to continue its support of
Hobart’s budding athletes
and parent volunteers.

“We know it’s been a
difficult six months for
everyone involved in community sport, particularly
little athletes,” he said.
“We hope news of this
grant will give athletes,
families and volunteers
a morale boost ahead of

the new season.
“Coles is passionate
about helping kids lead
healthier, happier lives.
“That’s why we’re
delighted to have raised
nearly $70,000 in
Tasmania and more than
$1.68 million nationally

for local sports clubs
through the Coles Little
Athletics Community
Fund in just two years.”
Funds for the grant are
raised through the sale of
specially marked chiller
bags designed by Aussie
kids, with ten per cent of

every bag sold directed to
the Coles Little Athletics
Community Fund.
Coles has raised more
than $1.68 million to
376 Little Athletics
centres across the
country since November
2018.
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PROTECTING OUR COMMUNITY
Testing is one of the most important ways
we can keep on top of COVID. Testing all
Tasmanians with COVID-19 symptoms
dramatically increases the chances of
finding new cases quickly so we can keep
our state safe.

Please get tested if you have any
of these symptoms, even mild ones:
• Cold or flu symptoms, including:
– fever
– runny nose
– sore throat
– cough
– shortness of breath
• Loss of smell or taste

Arrange a test by calling the Tasmanian Public Health Hotline on 1800 671 738
or your GP for more information.
COVID-19 can also sometimes present with the following symptoms on their own
or combined with the symptoms above: headache, muscle and/or joint pain, nausea,
vomiting, diarrhoea, loss of appetite, fatigue. If you experience these symptoms you
should talk to your GP and discuss the need for a COVID-19 test.

www.coronavirus.tas.gov.au

