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CITYnews

TASTE OF TASMANIA
ALL TASSIE LINE-UP REVEALED
SEE SPECIAL SUMMER LIFT-OUT

FESTIVE BUZZ
CHRISTMAS PAGEANT
ROLLS INTO TOWN

THE Christmas season
was ushered in with giant
bees among the many
creative and colourful
features of this year’s
Myer Hobart Christmas
Pageant.
Presented by the City
of Hobart, the annual
parade saw more than
STORY CONTINUES PAGE 10
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Hobart embraces Diwali spirit

From left, Deepavali Tasmania organising committee Gloria Smith, Theni Kuppusamy, Ajit Ramadas, Mithun Bacheval and Kiran Yellapu.

HOBART showcased its
multiculturalism when
it embraced the spirit of
Diwali at Street Eats in
Franklin Square in early
November.
Deepavali Tasmania Inc partnered with
Street Eats @ Franko to
deliver the festival of
light for its fourth year,
and third at the venue.
Diwali symbolises
the spiritual victory

of light over darkness
and the festival was a
sensory experience of
sight, sound and taste
from various communities originating from the
Indian subcontinent.
Deepavali Tasmania
president Ajit Ramadas
said the event brought
a characteristic charm,
as well as a cultural and
culinary experience to
all Tasmanians.

“Diwali is spreading
the light of wisdom, the
light of freedom, the
light of happiness,” he
said.
“People celebrate the
festivities in their houses
and in their community groups – we got all
those groups together,
so it was a multicultural
group.
“There were more
than 16 community

groups who performed
and the different people
came from eight different nationalities, so it
was definitely unique.”
Deepavali Tasmania
is a not-for-profit organisation and Mr Ramadas
said the event provided
an opportunity for many
diverse groups to come
together on a common
platform to form social
networks and under-

standing.
“We had all different
types of dancers and
performers, so it gave
more opportunities to
community members,”
he said.
“Fifty to 60 per cent
of the people performing were amateurs and
we provided them with
support so they could
perform – in that way it
helped with their confi-

dence.”
The event showcased the various talents
of children, university
students and young
adults belonging to
different Indian ethnic
cultural groups.
Since the festival
has been running, the
migrant community has
been able to express itself to a larger audience.
Santhana Vaidhyana-

than has been living in
Tasmania for eight years
and has performed at
all the Diwali festivals in
Hobart.
“It’s a place where
we can showcase our
culture and tradition,
and it gives us a really
good stage to bring
everyone together
and to share it with
all Tasmanians,” Mr
Vaidhyanathan said.

Advertisement

Andrew Wilkie
YOUR INDEPENDENT IN CANBERRA

Want to get in touch with Andrew?

3 Drop into the office at 188 Collins Street Hobart or post a letter to GPO Box 32 Hobart 7001
3 Phone 6234 5255 or email andrew.wilkie.mp@aph.gov.au
3 Twitter @wilkiemp, Facebook at www.facebook.com/andrewwilkiemp or book a Skype call

Wishing our readers
and advertisers a very

Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year!
From the team at the Hobart Observer!

“My job is to represent and help the people of Clark which
includes Hobart, Glenorchy and Taroona. Feel free to get in
touch to speak with me or one of my staff.”
*Weather permitting

www.andrewwilkie.org

Andrew Wilkie MP

Independent Member for Clark

Authorised by Andrew Wilkie MP 188 Collins Street Hobart 7000
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A snapshot of achievements

By Anna Reynolds,
Hobart Lord Mayor
IT’S now been just more
than a year since I was
elected as Lord Mayor of
Hobart.
I love my new job –
it’s interesting, rewarding,
challenging and, like
most jobs, occasionally
frustrating.
It’s important to take
a moment to acknowledge the decisions of
the new Council and
the hard work of our
staff as we reach this first
12-month milestone.
We have agreed
on policies, approved
funding and designs for
projects, worked on and
signed off on strategies
and worked with other
levels of government
and stakeholders to drive
change.
I am particularly

proud of the City’s
leadership in the war on
waste, our advocacy and
action on homelessness,
and the development
of a number of strategic
planning initiatives.
It’s been a privilege
to work on the issue of
homelessness and now
we are working with
the Hobart City Mission
and the Salvos to create
a ‘Safe Night Space’ for
people sleeping in parks
and bushland.
It’s such an important
project for Hobart, because most other capitals
have something like this
and with our climate,
it’s essential that rough
sleepers have somewhere
to go in extreme weather.
Council has agreed
in principal to provide a
space for free, but these
kind of facilities need
new and skilled staff, so
the charities are raising
money for this.
Please consider
making a donation to
this important cause at
https://hobartcitymission.
org.au/safe-night-space.
Another achievement
of this Council was its
decision to provide a
food organics and garden
organics (FOGO) kerbside collection service.

It will halve the
amount of household
general waste going to
landfill and instead use
this waste to make compost for Tassie farms.
I hope you have got
your kitchen caddy and
have started using the
service.
No doubt it will take
a bit of getting used to,
but it’s such an important
initiative for our city.
It’s been a big year
and while I am looking
forward to a relaxing break with family
and friends, I am also
conscious that there are
those in our community
who don’t get this luxury.
I thank the many
health care, hospitality,
and emergency service
workers who work hard
to keep us safe and
happy over the festive
season.
I look forward to
seeing Hobart shine as
we celebrate the Taste of
Tasmania, the Sydney to
Hobart, and everything
else that makes it the
best city in the world to
celebrate in.
A snapshot of
achievements from the
past 12 months can be
viewed at hobartcity.com.
au/firstyear2019.

Tasmanian game developers
taking over the world

From left, Giant Margarita game developers Angus Fagg, Andrew Mendlik, Minister for the Arts Elise Archer, Giant Margarita producer Kristy de Salas, Giant Margarita founder and lead designer Ian Lewis, and game developer Mitchell Patterson.

GIANT Margarita,
Tasmania’s independent
games development
studio, is about to take
over the world with the
release of its new game
‘Squidgies Takeover!’ on
the Nintendo Switch.
The game was officially launched recently
at a special event held
at the University of
Tasmania.
Pioneers of game
development in Tasmania, Giant Margarita is
on a mission to establish
a games industry in the
state.
The organisation
is a unique blend of
commercial business and
educational institution,
with students from the
University of Tasmania

joining their teachers in
working professionally
on the game’s design to
fast-track their careers
and receive credits on
released titles.
Producer Kristy De
Salas said she understood the importance of
forging new pathways to
create opportunity for
young Tasmanians who
were passionate about
gaming.
“It is quite unique for
students to build their
own start-up business
while still studying and
Giant Margarita is an
excellent example of
how it is possible to
create innovative and
creative products here in
Tasmania,” she said.
“We want to keep

Tasmania’s brightest
talent in the state and to
do so we need successful projects such as ‘Party Golf’, ‘Party Crashers’
and now Squidgies Takeover! to set the stage.”
Minister for the
Arts Elise Archer, who
launched the new game,
said the State Government was a strong
supporter of the Tasmanian game development
sector.
She said the sector
was making a mark on
the world stage and
exporting Tasmanian
intellectual property
to devices around the
world, inspiring many
young people to work in
this increasingly popular
industry.

“The Government
contributed $24,600
to the game through
Screen Tasmania’s Game
Development Program,
becoming the third game
from Giant Margarita to
be funded and released
after the highly successful Party Golf and Party
Crashers,” Ms Archer
said.
“And it’s working –
Giant Margarita games
are being played by
more than 50,000 people worldwide, they’re
being played at international game competitions
and being watched by
more than half a million
viewers when they are
played by streamers on
YouTube.”
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Helping hand for
Hobart’s homeless
From left, William Zeeman, Hutchins recipient of the Frank MacDonald Memorial Prize, with
history teacher Ivor Leonard.

High school students
to connect with
nation’s war history
From left, Minister for Human Services Roger Jaensch, Salvation Army Street to Home team leader Don McCrae and Hobart City
Mission chief executive oﬃcer John Stubley.

THE housing crisis in
Hobart is reaching unprecedented levels, with
the number of people
sleeping rough on the
rise.
To help address
the issue, the Salvation
Army and Hobart City
Mission have launched a
six-month pilot program
to provide basic overnight
shelter and support for
Hobart’s homeless.
For many years, the
Salvation Army Street
to Home staff – who
work directly with rough
sleepers – have been
concerned that overnight
outreach services, particularly during winter, are
not adequate to respond
to people who were
sleeping rough in the City
of Hobart.
Similarly, Hobart
City Mission (HCM) staff
has seen this growing
un-met need through the
Emergency Assistance
and Housing Connect

programs.
The pilot program,
called ‘Safe Night Space’,
is being supported
by funding from the
Tasmanian Government,
community contributions,
funds from the Salvation
Army and Hobart City
Mission, as well as in-kind
support from organisations, agencies and
businesses.
Minister for Human
Services Roger Jaensch
said The Hodgman majority Liberal Government
welcomed opportunities
to partner with organisations like Hobart City
Mission, the Salvation
Army and Hobart City
Council, and backed
local leadership on local
solutions to specific needs
that weren’t being met
through existing programs.
He confirmed the
Hodgman Government
would provide $150,000
for the first Safe Night

Space pilot and would
continue to work with the
Salvos and Hobart City
Mission to coordinate
longer-term supports for
the people who used it.
“The Safe Night
Space pilot is just such
an initiative; a bottom-up
response to the needs of
people sleeping rough
in our city who can’t, for
various reasons, make use
of the shelters and other
supports available in the
area,” he said.
“Safe Night Space
is designed and led
by people with direct,
practical experience of
the complex needs and
circumstances of such
people, and I congratulate
them for their initiative
and leadership.
“I congratulate the
Salvation Army and
Hobart City Mission for
leading this initiative, and
encourage other Tasmanians, businesses and
organisations to support

its fundraising program
to give Safe Night Space
its best chance of success,
because everyone has
a role to play in ending
homelessness.”
A suitable location
for Safe Night Space
has been identified
with the support of the
City of Hobart, which is
providing the venue and
associated costs free of
charge.
The centre would
open for homeless people
who self-refer, as well as
those identified by other
agencies.
The Salvation Army
and Hobart City Mission
are calling out to the
community to get behind
the project.
Donations and proposals for in-kind support
can be made online at
https://salvationarmy.org.
au/safenightspace, https://
hobartcitymission.org.
au/safe-night-space or by
phoning (03) 6215 4200.

SIX high school winners
of the 2019-20 Frank
MacDonald Memorial
Prize (FMMP) will travel
to Europe next year to
learn about World War 1
in honour of Tasmania’s
Anzac spirit.
The FMMP memorialises the life of
Tasmania’s last World War
1 veteran Frank MacDonald – who passed
away in 2003 at the age
of 107 – by building a
personal connection to
Tasmanian and Australian
war history.
Students Lachlan Rogers from Taroona High
School and William Zeeman from The Hutchins
School, as well as other
students from Riverside
High School, Kingston
High School, Scotch Oakburn College and Tasman
District School, will travel

to Belgium and France
for ANZAC Day 2020 to
take part in a study tour
of the Western Front.
The Hutchins School
year nine history teacher
Ivor Leonard was one of
the teachers to experience the most recent
FMMP trip.
Mr Leonard said the
experiences of those
attending ranged from
“highly enjoyable to highly emotional.”
“A number of students were in tears,” he
said.
“The whole concept
of the FMMP is fantastic, it’s great that the
Government supports
the program and pays
for students to go over
to France and Belgium to
learn about it in person rather than history
lessons.”

Minister for Veterans’
Affairs Guy Barnett, who
recently announced the
successful recipients of
this year’s FMMP, said
thousands of Tasmanian
students had found their
own personal meaning
in the events of the war
and how it changed our
nation.
“The trip plays a key
role in helping Tasmanian
students to learn more
about Tasmania’s rich military history and in passing
on the history of World
War 1 to new generations
of young Tasmanians,”
he said.
The Frank MacDonald Memorial Prize, an
essay-based competition,
is open to all Tasmanian year nine students,
including home-schooled
students in the same year
level.

Elise Archer
Liberal Member for Clark

WISHING YOU AND YOUR FAMILY

AND A SAFE AND HAPPY NEW YEAR

www.elisearcher.com.au
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Tuning up for
Handel’s Messiah

The Argyle Orchestra and Choir perform at St David’s Cathedral.

THE choral stylings of
the Argyle Orchestra and
Choir will echo through
the atmospheric St David’s Cathedral later this
month when it presents
its Christmas Concert
for the third consecutive
year.
This year, the Argyle
Orchestra and Choir will
be presenting ‘Handel’s
Messiah’ on Wednesday
18 December at 7pm.
The orchestra is
made up of chosen
professional and amateur
players and the choir consists of keen singers from
in and around Hobart.
The soloists come

from across Australia,
with a focus on young
upcoming musicians
where possible.
Conducted by Jamie
Allan, this year’s soloists
are Lana Kains (soprano),
Rebeka H. Dragolic (alto),
Michael Kregor (tenor)
and Jeremy Boulton
(bass).
The performance is
supported by Hobart City
Council and corporate
sponsor UNICA Wealth.
Tickets are available
online at trybooking.com/
BGJEF or at the door.
It is free seating, so be
early to secure the best
seats.

Ask Santa for a
season subscription
THE Playhouse Theatre has been an iconic
entertainment venue in
Hobart for the better part
of a century.
It was purchased by
the Hobart Repertory
Theatre Society in 1937
and since that time,
Hobart Rep has maintained it by carrying out
extensive renovations
and improvements to this
heritage-listed building.
The Playhouse has
seen hundreds of fine
productions and has
been the training ground
for dozens of actors,
directors and playwrights
who have gone on to
national and international
acclaim.
Hobart Rep is proud
of the fact that, as a
society run by volunteers,
it has provided the citizens of Hobart a regular
program of quality live
theatre for nearly 100
years.

Hobart Rep president
Liz Lewinski said she was
very excited about the
upcoming 2020 season.

TICKETS
ON SALE
NOW
HOBART REPERTORY THEATRE SOCIETY
presents

2020
S E A S O N

“This is one of the
most exciting programs
we have put together
in recent times, and I
believe our audiences
are really going to love
what we have in store,”
she said.
For the upcoming
2020 season, you can
purchase a three or four
show season subscription
and be treated to a yearlong bonanza of quality
theatre.
Season 2020 includes the
following shows.
Keeping Up Appearances – written by Roy
Clarke, this classic comedy makes its Tasmanian
premiere from 28 February to 21 March and is
directed by Shauna-Lee
Ward.

Blithe Spirit – written by Noel Coward,
this farcical comedy is
guaranteed to raise your
spirits. Running from 13
to 23 May and directed
by Nicholas Lahey.
Charlotte’s Web – written by Joseph Robinette,
based on E.B. White’s
much-loved children’s
book. Running from 3 to
18 July and directed by
Anne-Blythe Cooper.
Love from a Stranger
– written by Agatha
Christie and Frank
Vosper. This ‘Psychological Chiller’ runs from 23
October to 7 November.
In Season 2020,
Hobart Rep will reward
loyal members and those
who book early with big-

ger discounts on tickets
than ever before:
• Early bird tickets to
individual shows save
20 per cent on full
ticket prices.
• Purchase a season
package (three or four
shows) and save 25
per cent on full ticket
prices.
• Paid up members will
save a massive 30
per cent on full ticket
prices.
Tickets can be
purchased online at
playhouse.org.au or by
visiting the box office
from Monday to Friday
between 11am-2pm or
Sunday between 9am1pm.
For enquiries, phone
6234 1536.

28 FEB - 21 MAR

KEEPING UP APPEARANCES
13 - 23 MAY

BLITHE SPIRIT
3 - 18 JUL

CHARLOTTE’S WEB
23 OCT – 7 NOV

LOVE FROM A STRANGER

bookings: playhouse.org.au • 6234 1536
or The Playhouse Box Office

ADVERTISEMENT

A safe and happy Christmas
to you and your family.
The Hon
MLC

INDEPENDENT MEMBER FOR NELSON
AUTHORISED BY MEG WEBB, PARLIAMENT HOUSE TAS
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Sowing the seeds
of sustainability

wishing everyone a safe and
happy festive season
Call me any time for a complimentary appraisal,
help with selling, relocating, buying your first home
or adding to your investment portfolio.

Enrico Palermo
Property Consultant

0434 060 041

enrico@fall.com.au
370 Elizabeth Street North Hobart

Expo is coming

March 2020

St Mary’s College year four students Lucinda Washington, left, and Ayzia McCarthy.

Be inspired to start planning for your retirement,
everything you need will be all in the one place.
More information will be available in January 2020.
The trustee of Tasplan Super (ABN 14 602 032 302) is
Tasplan Pty Ltd (ABN 13 009 563 062). AFSL 235391.
© 2019 Tasplan Pty Ltd. All rights reserved.

Pre-Christmas
Cleanout Sale

CREAM buns and flavoured milk are a thing
of the past at St Mary’s
College’s canteen, with
the school now plating
up locally sourced,
seasonal and sustainable options to create a
positive environmental
impact.
Members of the college’s student-led sustainability group, Footprint
Project, noticed waste
coming from the canteen
and set their sights on an
environmentally friendly
shake-up.
Footprint project
leader and current year
12 student Eloise Deconinck said while these
changes directly reduced
the school’s waste, it also

helped students understand how to make daily
sustainable choices.
“The canteen has
adopted a package-free
policy, aiming to use
zero single-use products while still offering
healthy and tasty meals,”
she said.
“There’s been a really
positive response with
more students buying
lunch, drinks and snacks
at the canteen.
“If students learn
to make eco-conscious
choices at school, they
can do it at home too.”
The new approach
has seen the college purchase enough crockery,
cutlery and cups to help
serve up its new menu

to more than 900 staff
and students, who then
return the dishes to the
canteen at the end of the
day to be washed and
reused.
Canteen manager
Phil Shanny, who has
been a supporter of
the sustainable food
movement for more than
10 years, said he hoped
to make the canteen as
sustainable as possible.
“Juice poppers and
soft drinks have also
gone, and instead we’re
encouraging students to
bring along their KeepCup for a hot chocolate
or cup of tea,” he said.
“It’s really more of
a café than a canteen
– instead of serving the

same thing all year, our
menu takes a seasonal
approach with a rotating
specials board.”
Mr Shanny said
changing the menu
seasonally meant the
canteen’s staff could
harvest produce from
the college’s onsite fruit
and vegetable garden,
making the paddock-toplate journey only a few
metres.
While the canteen
may be the biggest, it is
not the first sustainability project the college
has undertaken, with
the school also hosting
a bi-annual Sustainability Fair, a composting
program, Plastic Free July
and Nude Food Day.

FI3562

St Mary’s College canteen staff member Fin Garlick.

Cambridge
Unit 11, Cambridge Homemaker Ctr
66 Kennedy Drive, Cambridge
Ph. 6248 4215
fortywinks.com.au
Terms and conditions apply. Exclusions apply. Available at Forty Winks Cambridge
from 14.12.19 to 24.12.19. While stocks last.
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Christmas Pageant rolls into town

FROM FRONT PAGE

The 2019 Hobart Christmas Pageant saw 2,500 people across 66 floats hit the streets to kick off the Christmas season.
Photos supplied by the City of Hobart.

2,500 people across 66
floats hit the streets to
celebrate the festive season in true Hobart style.
“The Christmas Pageant is one of the biggest
events on Hobart’s calendar,” Hobart Lord Mayor
Anna Reynolds said.
“It brings people
together in our city
centre to celebrate the
start of the festive season
and the creativity of local
people.”
Community artist
Naomi Marantelli, who
has been involved in the
pageant for more than
two decades, lent her
creative expertise to at
least 16 of the 66 floats
in this year’s parade.
But it is one particular school-based creation
that really created a buzz
– six bees with 1.2-metre
long bodies and two-metre wing spans hovering
over students from

Fairview Primary School,
who represented flowers.
It was during a
drawing workshop at the
school that both the artist
and students became inspired by a spring scene.
“We were outside
and drawing the bees
that we could see in the
garden,” Ms Marantelli
said.
“We know that bees
are important and they’re
having a bit of trouble,
so it seemed like a good
theme for the pageant.”
Students from the
school used recycled materials to make the bees
and flowers, while Rose
Bay High School students
created the frame for the
bees.
Other features of the
parade included King
Julien and the Penguins
from Madagascar, The
Poseidon Adventure,
Wheelie Bin Orchestra,
vintage fire trucks and

the Tasmanian Lighthorse.
Sue the Unicorn, Rufus the Donkey and their
baby Dufus also made an
appearance on behalf of
the Taste of Tasmania.
The City of Hobart
would like to thank
everyone who helped
make the Myer 2019
Hobart Christmas Pageant a great success.
It expresses its sincere gratitude to principle
sponsor Myer, the event’s
media partners, local
businesses, emergency
and transport services, including Tasmania Police,
Ambulance Tasmania,
Tasmania Fire Service,
Tasmania State Emergency Service, Royal Hobart
Hospital, Hobart Private
Hospital, Firesafe Equipment, Metro Tasmania,
Tasmania’s Own Redline
Coaches, Red Decker
Company and Tasmanian
Lighthorse.
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TASTE OF TASMANIA ALL
TASSIE LINE-UP REVEALED

Partnership
children to b

Caption in here

Get into the party spirit at the Taste of Tasmania’s New Year’s Eve Party.

Caption in here

FEATURING five stages of
December 2019.
Winehouse, INXS, Johnny Cash,
high-octane entertainment,
Fleetwood Mac, Aretha Franklin
Totalling more than seven
live music and performances
and more.
sensational hours, guests to the
proudly showcasing a line-up of
Taste New Year’s Eve Party can
To help you get into the party
100 per cent Tasmanian talent,
dine out on morsels prepared
spirit, Joseph Chromy will top
gourmet food and drink and a
by more than 70 stallholders,
your glass up with a free pour of
front row seat for the dazzling
while 65 outstanding Tassie
sparkling when you arrive to the
fireworks, the Taste of Tasmania’s performers take to four stages
celebration.
New Year’s Eve Party is Hobart’s
to
deliver
a
powerful
night
of
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Princes
Street
Primary
School
students
Lotte
Routley
and
Jack
Salter
with
Aurora
Energy
chief
executive
officer
Rebecca
Kardos
and Alannah
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So,
come
one,
comeand
allMadeline
for a
biggest
end-of-year celebration. entertainment.
Foundation senior digital licence advisor Amy Williams.
wander by the water’s edge as
With community, innovation
With a soundtrack that reworks
lavish melodies dance across
and pride of place being key
your favourite songs from the
the River Derwent, reverberating
themes underpinning the festival 70s, 80s, 90s and today, as well
throughout Hobart and beyond.
program, The Taste of Tasmania
as a sprinkling of original works,
It’s here that extravagant
has scoured the state from
each artist promises to bring
entertainment, splendid sights
metropolitan areas to the many
something special for Hobart’s
and divine delicacies will be the
islands that dot the shoreline in
night of nights.
dish of the day.
search of the very best talent
Expect
original
covers
of
hit
to provide an unforgettable
Tickets are on sale now at
tunes from the likes of Beyoncé,
night of revelry on Tuesday 31
thetasteoftasmania.com.au.
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Lord Mayor Anna Reynolds said the artwork would
be a vibrant, engaging and dynamic contemporary
addition to the many layers of history within the
mall and the city landscape.
“This initiative embodies the City’s commitment to
working with Aboriginal people so that visitors and
locals can connect, learn, share and deepen their
awareness of Aboriginal culture and history,” she
said.
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YOUTH ARC IS BACK HOME

Aboriginal artwork expresses
connectivity and belonging
From front page

“I hope that Feeling the Country will be a proud
centrepiece and will help to build a committed
and productive relationship with Tasmanian
Aboriginal people.”
Head to the Elizabeth Mall to have a look at the
artwork and have a chat to our friendly team of
experienced Tasmanian Travel and Information
Centre officers at the information hub.
They can give advice on more than 300 Tasmanian
accommodation and holiday experiences and help
you plan an unforgettable Tassie summer getaway,
be it a week-long camping trip or a multi-day
walking experience.
You can also pick up your annual national parks
pass or book the Spirit of Tasmania with us.
For those with family and friends in town over the
summer period, our team can create and book
their Tassie itinerary with ideas and suggestions to
fit with their interests.
You can even pick up a gift voucher to spoil a
loved one for Christmas.
For more information, please visit
hobartcity.com.au/feelingthecountry.

The centre’s participants are thrilled to be back home.

FOLLOWING a complete
internal rebuild, the renovated
Youth Arts & Recreation Centre
(ARC) at 44 Collins Street is
open again for Hobart’s youth
community.
Closing its doors in May 2018
due to flood damage was a hard
time for the centre’s team.
The weather event significantly
impacted the building, requiring
the demolition of internal walls,
the music and art studios,
kitchen, skate ramp, stage and
reception area.
Most of the furniture, equipment
and artwork held within the
centre was contaminated and
had to be removed.
The challenge was approached
as an opportunity to redesign
the space and the renovated

centre now features modern
facilities that reflect the needs of
young people.
“There’s now a café area where
young people can enjoy a quiet
coffee in a contemporary space
that’s a bit separate to the rest of
the venue,” Community, Culture
and Events Committee chair Cr
Bill Harvey said.
“It will also be the new hub
for Youth ARC’s food program,
which brings young people and
volunteers together to cook
meals.
“There’s all new furniture and
equipment ready for use.
“Whether you’re into gaming,
music, sport, art or just hanging
out with your friends in a relaxed
space, the centre provides
young people with a space to

call their own.”
In recognition of a new era for
Youth ARC, a mural is currently
being created by local artist
Jamin, who will mentor aspiring
young artists through the centre.
“The centre was full of art
created by young people, so the
addition of this mural is quite
symbolic,” Cr Harvey said.
The drop-in centre operates
Tuesday to Friday from 3pm until
6pm, with dance, music and art
workshops held every week.
The space has facilities for
gaming, eight-ball, table tennis,
cooking, dance, basketball and
other sports, and more.
It is free for all young people
aged 12 to 25.
For more information, visit
youthartsandrec.org.

Creating a sustainable future
Hobart is one of Australia’s
most bushfire-prone cities

THE City of Hobart started its new kerbside food
organics and garden organics (FOGO) service last
month.
Hobart residents are the first in southern Tasmania
who can now add food and other organics to
their existing green waste bins for processing into
quality compost.
“The introduction of a FOGO collection is a major
milestone in our city’s war on waste and our goal to
achieve zero waste to landfill by 2030,” Lord Mayor
Anna Reynolds said.
Food waste makes up more than half of household
general waste, with the average household
contributing more than 200 kilograms of food to
landfill each year.
“The FOGO service collects food waste and other
organic materials for composting, removing these
items from landfill and providing a direct benefit to
our environment.”
The new service is expected to divert up to 3,200
tonnes of food waste from landfill annually.
Hobart City residents who don’t currently have a
green waste bin can request a service via the City
of Hobart website or by phoning (03) 6278 0273
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(additional charges apply).
Businesses, including cafes and restaurants, can
also request a FOGO service.
For more information, visit hobartcity.com.au/
FOGO.

From kitchen to compost

Food scraps
& leftovers

Dairy
products

Meat, bones
& egg shells

Cooked
food

Coffee
grounds &
tea leaves

Paper towel
& tissues

Weeds

Small
branches
& grass
clippings

Compostable
cups, plates
& cutlery*

Bread,
cereal and
pasta

* Compostable bioplastic products that are certified under one of the
following certifications; AS 5810, AS 4736, ASTM D6400, and EN13432 can
be placed in your FOGO bin.
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Making beaches
accessible for all

Logan Wickham with his surf lifesaver buddy
Annabel Jamieson at the inaugural Starfish
Nippers event held at Sandy Bay in early 2018.

SUMMER is the best time for
beach getaways and young
Tasmanians with mobility

restrictions can take part in
swimming, catching waves,
beach runs and exercises via
the Starfish Nipper Program,
facilitated by Surf Life Saving
Tasmania (SLST).
As part of the program, on
Tuesday 21 January, volunteers
will be on hand at Long Beach in
Sandy Bay to work one-on-one
with children and young adults
with a disability.
Participants will enhance their
lifesaving skills, including water
familiarisation, beach safety,
catching waves, performing
rescues and sand activities.
“At Surf Life Saving Tasmania
we want to give everyone the
ability to access and enjoy the
beach by bringing down barriers
and offering support to those
people with a disability who
want to access the beach so
that it is a safe and happy place

for all,” training and community
programs manager Ondine Adey
said.
“The program is designed to
suit each participant’s needs
and is one of many community
events held to improve access
to beach activities for people
in the community and promote
inclusiveness and diversity in
our water safety events around
Tasmania.”
For people who have trouble
getting around on sand or
accessing the water, the City
of Hobart and SLST offer free
beach wheelchairs at Long
Beach, Sandy Bay, Monday to
Friday, 9am–4.30pm.
To find out what other activities
Surf Life Saving Tasmania has
in store this summer or to hire
beach wheelchairs, please
phone (03) 6216 7800 or email
slst@slst.asn.au.

MIRROR GIVES DANCERS SPACE TO REFLECT
ALL dancers of Hobart now have
a great public practice space to
rehearse their performances.
A large mirror was installed on
the outside of the Waterside
Pavilion in Mawson Place in
response to local K-Pop dancers
seeking out reflective surfaces
(such as shop windows) as
makeshift mirrors.
“We want Hobart to be
recognised as a city that
encourages and supports
creative expression,”
Community Culture and Events
Committee chair Cr Bill Harvey
said.
“The feedback we’ve had so far
has been fantastic.
“We hope it will inspire dancers
of all genres to bring their
rehearsals outdoors to enjoy our
wonderful waterfront and add to
the vibrancy of the space.”
The urban mirror is a product

A public outdoor ballet class by the Tasmanian Youth Ballet Company to help celebrate
World Ballet Day.

of the City of Hobart’s Creative
Hobart Strategy, which outlines

COUNCIL MEETINGS OPEN TO ALL
All Hobart City Council meetings are open to the public
in the Town Hall Council Chamber, 50 Macquarie Street,
Hobart.
If you can’t come in person you can listen live online or
to a recording after the meeting by vising hobartcity.
com.au/listenlive.
To see what’s on the agenda, visit the City of Hobart
website hobartcity.com.au/minutesandagendas.
Meeting dates for December 2019 - March 2020 are
Mondays:
•
•

2 and 16 December
28 January

•
•

11 and 24 February
10 and 23 March

The meeting schedule is available on the website at
hobartcity.com.au/councilmeeting.
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opportunities to activate the city
for creative expression.

Stay in touch with the City of Hobart
Call us on 03 6238 2711
Write to us at GPO Box 503,
Hobart TAS 7001
Email us at coh@hobartcity.com.au
CityofHobartOfficial
Hobartcity.com.au
City of Hobart
@cityofhobarttas
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Cultivate the life energy within yourself with the Healthy Hobart tai
chi classes.

SUMMER WITH HEALTHY
HOBART: ADVENTURE, DANCE
AND SHADOW BOXING
THE Healthy Hobart program is in full swing with
participants enjoying many exciting activities.
The highlights on the summer calendar are the
mountain bike riding adventure experiences,
healthy kids dance activities, and shadow boxing
sessions originating in ancient China (also known
as tai chi).
Facilitated by Wendy Hartshorn, a registered
fitness professional who has been teaching tai chi
for 12 years, the classes will help keep your body,
mind and soul balanced and healthy.
Although it’s an art with real depth of knowledge
and skills, it is easy to learn and soon delivers
health benefits.
The essential tai chi principles include mind
integrated with body, control of movements
and breathing, generating internal energy and
mindfulness.
The unique feature of tai chi is that it builds
the inner strength from inside out, enabling
development at any age.
Ms Hartshorn will be instructing free tai chi classes
every Thursday from 13 February to 19 March.
No experience is necessary to participate, just
come and try.
Wendy’s gentle style of teaching welcomes
beginners and is paced according to students’
wishes and needs.
For more information about the Healthy Hobart
program and to register for the classes, please
visit hobartcity.com.au/healthyhobart.

WASTE, RECYCLING AND
FOGO COLLECTION SERVICES
OVER CHRISTMAS
Please note, there will be changes to waste,
recycling and FOGO collections during the
Christmas period.
Regular pick-up date Rescheduled pick-up date
Please make sure your bins
are out for pick up on this
date
25 Dec 2019
Thurs 26 Dec 2019
26 Dec 2019
Fri 27 Dec 2019
27 Dec 2019
Sat 28 Dec 2019

For further information please
call 03 6278 0273 or
email coh@hobartcity.com.au
hobartcity.com.au/bincollection
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Delving into the realm of ‘Slow
TV’: from the macro to the micro
and amateur content-makers.
From dramatic auroras and
mushroom blooms on kunanyi/
Mount Wellington to the intimate
world of a weedy seadragon in
Opossum Bay, it allows us to do
a leisurely double-take on life in
Hobart.
The film’s original soundtrack is
scored by local emerging composer
Finn Clarke.
Slowbart has been developed by
emerging curators Heath Willis and
Victoria Bremner with support from
the University of Tasmania, the City
of Hobart and Spectral Media.
The Loop is a public art initiative of the City
of Hobart in partnership with the University of
Tasmania and is located at 157 Elizabeth Street.

THIS summer, The Loop presents
a special film program that reveals
unusual views of Hobart and our
surrounds from the people and
inhabitants that call it home.
Slowbart features an original ambient
film created by contributions from
across our community of professional

A showcase of locally-produced
short films will also screen during a
lunchtime program called ‘The Hour
of Power’.
Both programs will screen daily on
The Loop from 8am to 8pm until 17
January 2020.
For more information and for
screening times, please visit
theloophobart.com.au.

New Soapbox exhibition:
meditations on muwinina
THE City’s Soapbox billboards
present a new artwork from an
ongoing creative and conceptual
writing collaboration between
trawlwoolway family members Neika
Lehman and Lauren Gower, with
design by artist Rosie Isaac.
In meditations on muwinina, the
artists have used the concept
of ‘family’ as a starting point for
conversations around family, memory,
country and the role of art to present
writing about lutruwita/Tasmania.
“We wanted to present Aboriginal
conceptions of nipaluna/Hobart,
addressing muwinina country and
all its relations – mountain, animals,
plants – as the caregivers to our

lives,” artist Neika Lehman said.
“We wanted to respond to the
ongoing sovereignty of the land
and its custodians, to create an old
and new portrait of the land where
contemporary nipaluna/Hobart is
situated.
“We hope the Soapboxes can
be a starting point for further
conversations not only between
locals, but also for tourists and other
visitors.”
The artwork is presented by ‘un
Projects’ and HOBIENNALE and will
be on display until February 2020.
For more information, please visit
hobartcity.com.au/soapbox.

WHAT’S ON
TASTE OF TASMANIA
28 December 2019 - 3 January 2020
Princes Wharf 1, Hobart
thetasteoftasmania.com.au
BUSHCARE
Summer working bees various
locations
hobartcity.com.au/Bushcare
BUSH ADVENTURES
Summer activities program various
locations
hobartcity.com.au/bushadventures
YOUTH ARTS AND RECREATION
CENTRE
Tuesday - Friday, 3 - 6 pm
44 Collins Street
youthartsandrec.org

2020 DAHLIA AND FLORAL ART
SHOW
13 March, 1-6 pm
14 March, 10 am - 4.30 pm
50 Macquarie Street
hobartcity.com.au/floralshows
MATHERS HOUSE
Summer activities program
108 Bathurst Street, Hobart
hobartcity.com.au/mathershouse
ROYAL HOBART REGATTA
8 – 10 February 2020
River Derwent, Hobart
royalhobartregatta.com

Spend your lunch break listening to magnificent sounds of the mighty Town Hall organ.

VAN DIEMEN’S BAND
CONCERTS TO CELEBRATE
THE TOWN HALL PIPE
ORGAN’S ANNIVERSARY
THE City of Hobart and the
renowned Van Diemen’s Band
present a series of lunchtime concerts
to be held in the Hobart Town Hall in
the lead up to the 150th anniversary
of the building’s pipe organ.
The hall’s pipe organ, which was
installed in 1870 and features 1926
pipes, will be played during some of
the concerts.
The 45-minute concerts will run
from 11 February to 17 March
2020, bringing to the community

an exciting repertoire of musical
performances by world-class
musicians.
Audiences in the magnificent 19th
century auditorium of the Hobart
Town Hall will enjoy contemporary
folk music, Turkish percussion
and baroque music on original
instruments.
For full program information and
bookings, visit vandiemensband.com.
au/lunchbox-concerts.

WEST HOBART COMMUNITY
CHRISTMAS CAROLS
Lansdowne Crescent Primary School
and Community Association
West Hobart Recreation Ground
Fri 13 Dec | 6–9 pm

NEW TOWN COMMUNITY
CHRISTMAS CAROLS
New Town Community Association
Ogilvie High School Grounds
New Town Road, New Town
Sun 15 Dec | 6–8 pm

CAROLS TOGETHER 2019
Korean Full Gospel Church
Central Church, Crn Elizabeth
and Bathurst streets
Fri 13 Dec | 6–9 pm

CAROLS ON THE HILL
Catholic Archdiocese of Hobart
Guildford Young College Grounds
Patrick Street, West Hobart
Sat 21 Dec | Carols 5–9 pm
Gates from 4 pm

CAROLS AT
JOHN TURNBULL PARK
Lenah Valley Community Association
John Turnbull Park, Lenah Valley
Sat 14 Dec | Carols 6–9 pm
Kid’s events from 4 pm
CHRISTMAS CAROLS
IN MOUNT STUART
Mount Stuart Residents Association
Mount Stuart Memorial Hall,
Raymont Terrace, Mount Stuart
Sun 15 Dec | Carols from 6.30 pm
BBQ from 5.30 pm
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JOIN US - CAROLS 2019
Multicultural Women Tasmania
Mathers House
108–110 Bathurst Street, Hobart
Sat 21 Dec | 3–6 pm

Auslan Interpreted Event

For more information, ticketing and event updates go to:
hobartcity.com.au/communitycarols
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Primary school students setting green examples
TO the question of
climate change awareness, Taroona Primary
School principal Danielle
Bresnehan says, “it’s
essential.”
“In our community
we have big issues in
terms of climate change
and pollution and our
children are very aware
of it,” Ms Bresnehan said.
“They express their
worries and this is an
area that they are highly
concerned about and
they want to do something to really make a
difference - and our kids
at Taroona do make a
difference.”
This attitude was
reflected in the greening
of this year’s Taroona
Seaside Festival, which
took place on Saturday
30 November.
The festival featured 50 stalls run by
students and community members which
sold everything from
hand-made crafts and
food and drink to second-hand goods such as
clothes and books.
“Our aim was to be
as green as possible, because the environment
is such a concern for the
people of this school,”

Taroona Primary School
Association chair Simona
Timmins said.
“The festival is a celebration of the environment in which we live
and the students and the
community, and everyone who contributes to
that to create a sense of
a holistic happy day.”
Ms Bresnehan said
all funds raised would
go towards helping
the school to meet the
needs of the students
and the community.
This year, a Green
Team formed by volunteering students and
parents directly targeted
the festival’s carbon footprint through initiatives
such as encouraging
BYO plates and cutlery
or using the teams ‘renta-plate’ system.
The Green Team’s
uniform also featured
100 per cent re-purposed materials.
The festival was an
opportunity for students
to put their principles
into action, and Ms
Bresnehan said the festival’s greening was fantastic and noted Taroona
Primary had “really
focused on sustainability
for some time.”

Taroona Primary School grade six students and Green Team members Iola Fleming, left, and Chloe Terhell.

Taroona Primary
School grade six student
Iola Fleming, who is a
member of the Green
Team, said plastic pollution in our world was a
real problem.

“It’s causing mass
deaths of fish and
animals, so we need to
do this to help save our
land,” she said.
Fellow Green Team
member Chloe Terhell

said the team collected
rubbish which it then
“sorted out into compost, red cycle - which
is plastic recycling - and
unfortunately, landfill.”
The Green Team has

also pledged to plant a
shrub or tree for every
$1000 raised by the
festival.
Ms Bresnehan said
giving the children a
platform to voice their

concerns was important
to Taroona Primary
School.
“We ensure that the
children have a voice
and are able to be
heard,” she said.
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For the birds

Mural creates
a safer space
Caldew Park’s new mural holds an important safety message for motorists to slow down.

A MURAL inspired by
school students has delivered a safety message
at one of Hobart’s busiest
playgrounds.
A century after the
original playground was
installed, West Hobart’s
Caldew Park – also
known as the Train
Park – remains an iconic
family play space.
A community project
delivered by the City
of Hobart, with funding
through the Tasmanian
Government, has brought
the West Hobart community together to create
a striking artwork that
doubles as a reminder for
motorists to slow down.
“Caldew Park was
originally established in
1919 to create a safe

place for children to
play,” Cr Bill Harvey said.
“One hundred years
on and this theme is
continuing through this
fantastic community
project.”
The City of Hobart
has been working with
the West Hobart community during the past two
years to develop a range
of fun and interactive
traffic calming initiatives.
Local artist Sheree
Martin worked with
Landsdowne Crescent
Primary School and the
West Hobart community
to create the mural with
the aim of delivering a
road safety message.
“Sheree involved
children and other members of the community in

the design and delivery
of the mural and the
result is a vibrant public
artwork with strong community ownership and a
clear safety message,” Cr
Harvey said.
“Families got together
at the park to share their
mural ideas and school
students took part in bike
and road safety workshops that also fed into
the mural design.
“The final design
includes ‘eyes’ that
are road safety aware
and which morph into
roundabouts that lead to
the uphill roads of West
Hobart.
“The new ‘wombat’
pedestrian crossing is
also featured as part of a
traffic light theme.”

By Scott Hunt
The Dog Grumbler
NORMAN is staying
with us.
He doesn’t seem
perturbed by the dog
and fortunately the dog
seems happy to ignore
Norman, although avifauna in our garden are
anathema.
Norman whistles.
He whistles when
someone arrives. He
whistles in a manner that
splits ears. If you put a
finger near his cage, he
tries his best to inflict
serious, if not terminal
injury.
I don’t hold this
against him.
In cockatiel terms, he
is probably a very nice
guy but he doesn’t exactly bring you your slippers
if you get my drift.
Norman prefers my
wife.
He plays “Peeka-boo” with her and
whistles the Addams
Family theme and ‘In An
English Country Garden’
for her, but he refuses
to whistle ‘Dixie’ for
me, despite my patient
repetition.
I guess he prefers
chicks.
Don’t get me wrong;
for a dog guy I’m rather
into things ornithological
and Norman’s stay is an

opportunity to reflect on
the gulf that separates us
and the ties that bind.
Right now, he’s
preening.
I think perhaps he’s
starting to relax in my
presence although he
seems indignant when
he notices my attention
to his sartorial preoccupation.
He prefers chickweed but enjoys an
opportunity to reject
something else.
He’s looking at the
remaining thistle hanging
through the top of his
cage, then staring at me.
He wants more
chickweed.
The thing is, he
seems to have this weird
sense of humour.
He does the telephone ring. He also does
the dog scratching at the
door to come in.
He only does this
when my wife is not in
the room.
I find myself rising
from my chair at the
most inconvenient
moments to admit a dog
who was already asleep
at my feet or to answer
a telephone call that
nobody made.
She thinks I’m making it up.
I close the door or
hang up the phone and
trudge back towards

my comfy chair with a
castigatory glance at the
birdcage, to be met with
a “Peek-a-Boo” from you
know who.
Since I’m up, I fetch
some fresh chickweed.
I put it on top of his
cage because no way
am I putting my hand
in there. He’s offended
because I didn’t ask first.
I’m a valet to a parrot. I’m a straight man to
a birdbrain, a cockatiel’s
cuckold.
And yet I am drawn
to him; there’s stuff going on behind those little
black eyes.
There’s a dignity in
his caged existence and
the fact that he saves
the dog and phone gags
for when I’m the only
human in the room
suggests that he recognises me and behaves
accordingly.
He’s gaslighting me,
but I forgive him.
He didn’t ask to
live like this and cannot
survive in nature. He’s
doomed to life in a cage.
Out in the air and
the trees Norman would
interact with others
of his feather — swap
songs, improvise melodies, surf the wind.
Here in his cage in
my dining room, I’m all
he’s got and as he grows
accustomed to me and

Kimberley’s Pet Taxi & Pet Services
VERY AFFORDABLE
• Pet feeding
• Dog boarding in our family homes
• House sitting
• Dog walking
• Pet taxi and pet care
For all your holiday and anytime pet care
needs call the Pet Care Specialists
Small hobby farms cared for and domestic pets
Kimberley’s Pet Taxi & Pet Services 0428 568 852

www.pettaxi.net.au

I to him we are building
an understanding.
Or perhaps a standup routine.
The dog is different.
Norman is stuck with
me, but the dog chose
me.
The dog did all the
work. The dog is proactive – as a species.
There are millions
of birds all around us
– are they all as aware
of human behaviour as
Norman? Do we care?
Mostly, we don’t
notice them until they
crap on our car.
With my newly
sparked awareness, it’s
hard to separate them
from their cousin in my
dining room.
What are they
thinking as they watch
me collect chickweed for
Norman indoors?
The dog follows me
back inside.
She casts a warning
look at the starlings,
doves and wattlebirds
looking down on my
garden. I think she
understands them better
than I ever will.
It’s comforting to
know one of us is on top
of it.
I’ll miss Norman
when he goes home, but
I guess I’m not really a
bird guy – I’m just whistling Dixie.
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Dressing for success
breaks down barriers

From left, Tasmanian Community Fund chairperson Sally Darke, Dress for Success Hobart founder and general manager Amanda
French and Liberal Member for Clark Elise Archer. Photo credit: Amy Brown.

A GLOBAL women’s
empowerment charity
has opened its doors in
Hobart thanks to the
support of Aurora Energy
and the Tasmanian Community Fund.
Dress for Success
promotes the economic
independence of women
by providing professional
attire and a network of
support and career development tools to help
women thrive in work
and life.
Founded 20 years
ago and now operating in
more than 150 locations
across the world, Dress
for Success has been
established in Hobart to
help empower Tasmanian
women to break down
employment barriers and
seek better futures.
Using clothes donat-

ed by the public, clients
are provided with a
styling appointment and
walk away with a new
wardrobe for their job
interview.
Clients receive up
to a week’s worth of
work-appropriate attire if
they are successful.
“It is about so much
more than just the
clothes,” Dress for Success Hobart founder and
general manager Amanda
French said.
“Dress for Success
empowers women by
building their confidence
and self-esteem.
“Having a great outfit
that you feel comfortable
and confident in helps
you put your best foot
forward in an interview
environment.”
Dress for Success

Hobart received funding
from the Tasmanian
Community Fund
through its ‘Increasing
Workforce Engagement’
targeted funding round.
“We saw the potential in this project and
could see that it met a
demonstrated need in
our community,” Tasmanian Community Fund
chairperson Sally Darke
said.
“We are delighted to
be able to support Dress
for Success Hobart to get
established.”
Aurora Energy chief
executive officer Rebecca
Kardos said as a key
employer in Tasmania,
they recognised the
importance of providing opportunities to all
Tasmanians.
“Especially so when it

is someone’s first attempt
at finding work,” she said.
“We are confident
Dress for Success will
encourage more women
to secure employment by
equipping them with the
confidence and support
network to do so.”
Ms French said they
were pleased to have the
support of the Tasmanian
Community Fund and
Aurora Energy to get
the programs up and
running.
“We can’t wait to report back on the impact
of this initiative and the
outcomes we’ve been
able to achieve together,”
she said.
Dress for Success
Hobart hosted 100
guests at its official launch
party recently at the new
office and boutique.

How to enjoy Christmas
By Jo Cordell-Cooper*
I WANTED to write
something original and
inspiring as a Christmas
article, so for inspiration
I asked my Facebook
following what they felt
would be worth reading
in the busy time just
before Christmas.
I was inundated with
ideas and I have chucked
them here with their helpful hints, plus a few of my
own tips.
All respondents were
female, and they wanted
or offered regular advice
around enjoying your day
and being grateful.
This came down to
these three things:
Congratulations:
You made it to
another Christmas, not
everyone did, so perhaps
a little gratitude about
seeing in this year is not
misplaced.
Tips for improving the
feeling of gratitude can
be simply addressed by
writing down three things
that you are grateful for
each and every day.
It can be the same
three things, day after day.
Examples are:
• Thank you for the food
and clean water we
have access to.
• The love we offer
and/or receive from a
person or pet.
• The walls we have
around us protecting us
from weather.
• Being Australian.
Feeling grateful does
not have to be complex
and writing a diary for as
little as two weeks has
shown to improve and
enhance mood, even in
those who are depressed
and grumpy.

So, buy yourself a
notebook and write down
three things each and
every day for a month –
see how you feel.
Mindfulness – on
Christmas Day:
• Enjoy the food – its
textures, tastes and slow
down your eating.
• Unwrap presents
slowly.
• Help the mums.
Remember they need a
little help in the kitchen,
so be willing to take on
a task so Mum gets a
chance to sit and enjoy
the day too.
• Volunteer to wash up
– I’m hoping this gets
through to teenage
kids, of which I have
two.
• Relish in the company
of family and friends
because by having
Christmas together you
have connection, even
if you wonder what
that is at times.

things – like movie tickets
or a special day out after
the silly season has settled.
The abundance and
excess that happens in
many households can
reach out-of-proportion
levels, so go back to the
first point made (gratitude).
Appreciate that
whatever is dished up
for breakfast, lunch and
dinner does meet your
needs.
Whatever gift was
given was purchased with
thought.
Christmas is a time
when families make a
special effort to come
together so let that be the
priority: play, share, tell
a joke, sing a song, read
a poem and most of all,
enjoy the day.
Please join me in
my free Facebook group
Holistic Personal Training
for free workouts, recipes,
relaxation and mindset
tasks.

Appreciate that less is
more:
Experiences may be
more appreciated than

*Jo Cordell-Cooper is the
award-winning business
owner of Jo CC Holistic
PT.

Sue Hickey MP
LIBERAL MEMBER FOR CLARK

Merry Christmas
and Happy
New Year
331 Main Road, Glenorchy - Ph: 6212 2356

Pregnancy Counselling & Support

Someone to Listen – Caring Support – Information – Practical Help
A free, confidential service for women, men and families experiencing distress or difficulties as a result of pregnancy or
pregnancy loss.
•
•
•
•
•

Information on pregnancy and support services
Baby clothes (up to size 00)
Pregnancy testing
Help and support in the home
Telephone and face-to-face counselling

•
•
•

Post-natal support for grief and trauma
Decision making; exploring the full range of pregnancy
options
After hours telephone support

Supported by the Crown through the Department of Health.

PHONE: 6224 2290 | WEB: WWW.PCSTAS.ORG.AU | OFFICE HOURS: 10AM TO 2PM WEEKDAYS
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Mamma Mia! a family affair Blokes BBQ celebrates
THE Tasmanian premiere
of ‘Mamma Mia!’ is proving to be a West Hobart
family affair, with two
families of well-known
theatre makers currently
knee deep in preparations to stage one of the
world’s most popular
musicals.
Petr Divis, Mark Wojcik, Leiz Moore and Allan Jeffrey are long-time
friends and co-producers
for The Show Company Tasmania, which is
staging the smash hit
Mamma Mia! at Hobart’s
Theatre Royal from 17
January to 1 February.
Mr Divis and Wojcik
are the musical director
and production manager
for the show, while Ms
Moore and Mr Jeffrey are
the choreographer and
director.
Working together
through The Show Company, the two couples
have been responsible
for some of the biggest
shows in Hobart in
recent years, with their
award-winning productions of ‘Wicked’ and
‘Mary Poppins’ attracting

male contributions

Mamma Mia producers, from left, Petr Divis, Mark Wojcik, Leiz Moore and Allan Jeffrey.

huge audiences and
critical acclaim.
“West Hobart is a
wonderful suburb for
us to be based in,” Mr
Wojcik said.
“It’s easy to access
everything we need,
which is ideal for the
irregular and often late
hours that come with
staging theatre shows.”
The two couples
live close to each other
and they appreciate the
relaxed, yet vibrant West
Hobart lifestyle.
“It’s like being a closeknit family,” Ms Moore,

who was Master of Ceremonies for Mr Divis and
Wojcik’s wedding earlier
this year, said.
“We love that we can
easily pop into each other’s house and chat about
out latest production.”
Mr Jeffrey said West
Hobart had more than its
fair share of theatre supporters, including theatre
practitioners and people
who simply loved to go
to the theatre.
“We often get people
chatting to us about our
shows in the street or
as we’re heading to the

Hill Street Grocer, and
there are many current
and former cast members
who live here,” he said.
Mr Divis said it was
the local support they
received that kept them
going.
“We’re really looking
forward to entertaining
everyone in our community with the incredible
music of ABBA,” he said.
For more information
or to purchase tickets,
visit the Theatre Royal
website at www.theatreroyal.com.au/shows/
mamma-mia.

Now helping you hear,
still helping you save
Book your free 15-minute
hearing check today

Local musician Matt Gray, who performed at the Blokes BBQ Breakfast.

MORE than 100 people
gathered to celebrate
International Men’s Day at
the Blokes BBQ Breakfast
on Tuesday 19 November at the Goods Shed,
Macquarie Point.
Men’s Resources Tasmania (MRT) president
and Blokes BBQ organiser
Jonathan Bedloe said the
barbecue was “a really
successful event.”
“International Men’s
Day is a great opportunity
to celebrate the good
things that men do and
their contributions to
society,” he said.
“We hear a lot of
negativity about masculinity and some of the
challenges that it might
present, so we focus
on the overwhelmingly
positive contributions that
men make.”
MRT was officially
established in 2014 to
continue the work that
Mr Bedloe, who used to
be a mental health policy
officer, and others were
doing for men.
“Before, we just met

informally as people
working with men and
tried to work out how
we could work with men
better,” Mr Bedloe said.
The Australian Bureau
of Statistics ranked ‘intentional self-harm’ number
10 in the 20 most common causes of death for
Australian men in 2018.
For Australian women, intentional self-harm
was not among the
highest 20 causes.
In Tasmania, three out
of four suicides are male.
Highlights of the
barbecue included guest
speaker, “legend dad and
former AFL star” Paul
Hudson, of whom Mr
Bedloe said, “shared some
really great messages.”
Mr Bedloe said a
key takeaway from Mr
Hudson’s speech was the
importance of having conscious chats with friends.
“Paul Hudson spoke
about the important role
that mates play and the
preventative approach of
talking about issues and
sharing things with your

mates,” he said.
“But also, that as
mates, we need to check
in with each other and
get into a more conscious chat when we’re
concerned and be willing
to ask questions.”
Wellbeing and
diabetes educator from
Let’s Flourish Heather
Kennett also attended the
barbecue to offer heart
checks, which inspired
some people to head to
their doctor for an official
check-up.
Heart diseases are
significantly fatal to both
men and women in
Australia, ranking number
one for men.
Mr Bedloe also said
it was great to have the
involvement of students
from New Town High
School at the event.
“We’re just trying to
support their journey
and support positive role
models for younger men
and boys, as well as get
them thinking about their
masculinity and role in
the world.”

SPECIALISING
IN ALL YOUR
DENTURE
CARE NEEDS
•
•
•
•
•
Specsavers Hobart
The Cat & Fiddle Arcade (opposite Michael Hill) Tel 6223 5792

Book online at specsavers.com.au/hearing
Your free 15-minute check is a 15-minute appointment. If further testing is required in a longer appointment, a fee may be incurred. However,
HSP-approved customers receive all appointments at no charge to them.

DVA and PENSIONERS welcome
Comfortable natural looking dentures
flexible metal free partial dentures
affordable IMPLANT retained dentures
Same day repairs, relines
CALL 6272 0544 NOW TO
BOOK YOUR FREE CONSULTATION!
Now in two great locations: 118 Main Road Moonah
and city address available by request
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Change the course of a
child’s life this Christmas
AS Tasmanians start to
think about the gifts
they will share over the
festive season, children’s
education charity The
Smith Family is urging
them to also consider
stepping up to help
change the course of a
child’s life by supporting
education to break the
cycle of poverty.
Launching its annual
Christmas Appeal to
provide thousands
of children living in
disadvantage with wraparound educational support, the charity says it
is a critical time to help
families doing it tough.
“Christmas is a very
special time for many
families, but for some it
can be a difficult reminder that they’re struggling
more than others,”
The Smith Family chief
executive officer Dr Lisa
O’Brien said.
“Right now, there
are 1.1 million young
Australians struggling
daily with the effects
of financial hardship
brought on by a range of
circumstances including accidents, illness or
unemployment within
the family.
“Our research shows
such difficulties can take
a tremendous toll on
children’s educational
outcomes.”
With generous
support from the public,
The Smith Family aims
to raise $4.3 million
nationally through its
Christmas Appeal.
This will provide
more than 10,000
children in 2020 with
essential learning
support and mentoring
programs to help them
catch up, and keep up,
at school so they can go
on to break the cycle of
disadvantage.
“More than half of

The Penguin
Lessons by Tom
TASMANIAN
DECEMBER
Michell pb $22.99
SPECIALS
While holidaying in Uruguay, school

teacher Tom Michell saves a penguin
from
an oil
slick. The penguin refuses
THE
VANDEMONIAN
to leave
his
WAR side and soon touches
thebylives
of BRODIE
everyone he meets.
NICK
PB $29.99
Warm
and fuzzy, hilarious and lifeSPECIALit’sPRICE
$13.99of the Month
affirming,
our Book
A provocative history of the
for February. Enjoy a coffee on the
British invasion of Van Diemen’s
house
purchase.
Land,with
that every
saw Aboriginal
people
driven to the edge of extinction.

The Smith Family volunteers prepare toy and book packs as part of its annual Christmas Appeal.

students supported by
The Smith Family have
a parent or carer who
didn’t complete year 12,”
Dr O’Brien said.
“This can pose a big
obstacle in being able to
help children with their
homework.
“The parents of these
students are doing their
absolute best to get their
children educated, but
they often have the odds
stacked against them.
“Challenges include
an inability to provide
resources for their child’s
education, limited access
to digital technology
and skills, and a lack of
knowledge or confidence
about how best to support their child’s educational development.”
Research shows
The Smith Family’s
wrap-around out-ofschool learning support
for children living in
disadvantage increases

the likelihood of them
finishing year 12.
This, in turn, increases the chances of
young people going on
to further study, training
and a job.
“Completing school
gives young people the
best chance of experiencing a better future
and breaking the cycle of
disadvantage,” The Smith
Family Tasmania general
manager Lesley Mackay
said.
“So, this Christmas,
the best gift you can give
is to change the course
of a child’s life by helping
us to support their education.”
Along with donations to its Christmas
Appeal, the organisation
is also calling on the
community to donate
new toys and books for
the 27,000 children it
supports, which will be
shared with the help of

hundreds of volunteers
on 15 December.
In Tasmania alone,
approximately 1000 children will receive toy and
book packs from The
Smith Family in time to
be enjoyed on Christmas
morning.
“The Smith Family
was founded at Christmas time in 1922 by five
businessmen who, aware
of the extent of poverty
in their communities,
gave gifts to children at
a local orphanage,” Ms
Mackay said.
“Each year we
continue this tradition
through our Toy and
Book Appeal.
“While the focus of
our work today is firmly
on helping children by
supporting their education year-round, it’s
still a priority for us to
see them included at
Christmas and receiving
a gift.”

Enquire today to secure your place,
and future, in a growing industry
HLT54115 Diploma of Nursing is a qualification
suited to those looking to kickstart their
career in an expanding healthcare sector.

Register your interest online at herc.tas.edu.au

Australians can help
this Christmas by:

The Birdman’s Wife by Melissa
Ashley hbWILDERNESS
SPECIAL PRICE $29.99
Artist Elizabeth
Gould spent her life
by THE
capturing the
sublime beauty of birds
WILDERNESS
SOCIETY
the world had
never seen before. But
her legacy HC
was$125
eclipsed by the fame
SPECIAL
PRICE
of her husband, John
Gould. The
$49.99
Birdman’s Wife
at
last
gives voice to
A magnificent one-off
a
passionate
and
adventurous
spirit
documentation and celebration of the history of the
was
so much
more tothan the
Wilderness Society who
and the
places
it has fought
protect.
woman behind the man.
Mopoke.
by IN
Philip
Bunting hb
WALKS
NATURE:
$24.99
TASMANIA
OneVIOLA
owl’s DESIGN
struggle to find peace. It’s
BOX
$24.99
a little bit funny, a little bit cheeky, a
SPECIAL
PRICE
$12.99 illustrated
whole
lot of fun.
Stylishly
A
little
box
that
contains
and very simply told, this32is a kind and
information cards detailing
touching
book about fun, diversity
some of the best day walks in
andTasmania:
impermanence.
Cape Hauy, the Walls

• Making a donation to
help a child keep up
at school through The
Smith Family’s reading
and mentoring programs and after-school
Learning Clubs.
• Purchasing a toy or
book for a child in
need through The
Smith Family’s online
charity gift shop and/
or donating a new toy
or book.
• Sponsoring a child to
help them with their
education over the
long term.
• Volunteering your
time, skills and energy
to support The Smith
Family’s work.

www.fullersbookshop.com.au
DENIED
or find usHONOUR
on Facebook

For more information, visit thesmithfamily.
com.au/sharechristmas
or phone 1800 024 069.

www.fullersbookshop.com.au
or ﬁnd us on facebook

of Jerusalem, Mount Field…

by TOM LEWIS

PB $34.99
SPECIAL PRICE $19.99
A fascinating look at Tasmanian
sailor Teddy Sheean’s acts
of bravery during wartime,
posing the question: why has
the Victoria Cross never been
awarded to members of the
Royal Australian Navy?

Take the first
step to your new
career in 2020!
HERC is the training division of the Australian Nursing
and Midwifery Federation Tasmanian Branch.
This qualification is delivered by HERC through a
Third Party Arrangement with ANMEC, RTO Code 40064.
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FENCING

MULTI MEDIA

LOUIS FENCING SERVICE
Hobart area. Phone: 0488 247 492

AUTOMOTIVE
225 Collins Street, Hobart
P: 6234 1044 F: 6231 3887
E: autocraft@netspace.net.au
www.autocraft.com.au

GUTTER SERVICES

Get out your old VHS or Beta
videotapes and have them
converted to DVD so you can
watch them again on your TV.
Phone Peter McKinley on
6265 8360 for details.

Automotive Specialists

• Suppliers of Motorsport & 4WD Equipment
• Servicing of all makes & models • Computer
Diagnosis • Electronic Fuel Injection Repairs
• ECU Reflashing and Tuning • Ultrasonic Injector
Cleaning • Suspension Components
Mention this ad to receive 10% off labour!

UPCOMING
2020
SPECIAL
FEATURES

Vacuum Cleaning Gutters

JANUARY

Solar Panel Cleans
Bird Proofing
Gutter Guard Installation
Full Insured
Height Safety Certified

0407 848 120

BROKEN CAR
& TRUCK
COLLECTIONS

tasmania@guttervac.com.au

BACK TO SCHOOL
Leap into the new decade
with everything you need to
get the kids back to school

Hobart Gutter Clean

PLUMBER

GUTTER CLEANING

• We Buy All Makes and Models
dels
• Fast and Reliable Service
• We Pay YOU Cash
For Unwanted Cars,
4X4S, Ute’s, Vans & Trucks.

Call
Today!

Call now for a
free quote

•
•
•
•

6263
5225
www.getcashforcars.com.au

Prompt & efficient service
Free quotes
Fully insured
No mess

CALL ALLEN ON 0431 046 705
E: admin@hobartgutterclean.com.au
W: www.hobartgutterclean.com.au
ABN: 13154983258

Blocked Drains
Emergency Service

S 5000 PSI HYDRO-JET DRAIN CLEANER
S CCTV DRAIN CAMERA INSPECTIONS
S PIPE AND SEPTIC TANK LOCATING SERVICES
S BURST PIPES REPAIRED
S TAP AND TOLIET REPAIRS
S ALL GENERAL AND MAINTENANCE PLUMBING

PRIME TIMES SUMMER
Travel, ﬁnance, retirement,
health and ﬁtness
get noticed in our special liftout feature for the over 50s

TA1390874

HOME HEATING

0411 665 438

www.epcdraincleaning.com.au

CONTRACTORS LICENCE 1294495

PRACTIONERS LICENCE 1294479

FEBRUARY

LENAH VALLEY
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Woodheating Specialists
Flue and Chimney Cleans
Safety Checks
Re-flues and Installations
Replacement parts
Sales of new heaters
Fully insured and all work completed
to Australian Standards

0407 040 641

DELIVERY/REMOVAL

PLUMBING
•
•
•
•
•

Registration no. 1260934

Hot water cylinders repaired and replaced
Bathroom renovations
New homes and units
Blocked drains machine powered clean
Servicing all areas

Phone James 0418 788 481

WINDOWS

PRIDE OF PLACE
WINDOW CLEANING

You get me and a truck from $30!
For pickup / deliveries / tip runs and small moves state
wide call Troy and Bec on 0400 959 242

E hobart@littlegreentruck.com.au W www.littlegreentruck.com.au

Your window cleaning professionals since 1986
- using the latest methods of cleaning
• Friendly prompt service • Fully insured
• Quotes quickly provided • Commercial and residential

Call Andrew on 0419 545 044

FEBRUARY FITNESS
Advertise your ﬁtness
business, program or service
and help make those new
year’s ﬁtness resolutions
a reality!

MARCH

MARCH EDUCATION

Advertise your educational
program, school enrolment,
open day or early learning
opportunities

Hobart Observer December 2019 21

Community News

Empowering job A poem from the heart
seekers through
work experience
SANDY Bay local Andi
Stewart won over the
crowd at the Australian Poetry Slam at the
Sydney Opera House,
finishing second for the
second consecutive year.
Andi, formerly
known as Anna Stewart,
performed two poems to
finish just behind Victorian poet wâni La Frere.
Having only started
slam poetry four years
ago, Andi said they were
really proud of the end
result.
“I gave both performances everything I
had – both of the poems
I performed were quite
new pieces and close to
my heart,” they said.
The first piece Andi
performed was on the
privilege of being unable
to watch the news, but
it was the second piece
that earned an uproarious applause.
Andi performed
a powerful piece on
gender identity which
deconstructed experiences of misogyny from a
trans perspective, ending
with a proclamation to
be “better than one of
the boys.”
“The thing I like most

Andi Stewart has taken out second place at the Australian Poetry Slam, held at the Sydney
Opera House recently.

about going to these big
competitions is the community,” Andi said.
“I found a home,
a family and a culture
through the community
that has helped me grow
and become a better
human, and I’ve made
some really close friends
through that.
“Getting up on stage
and being able to share

my words with people
is probably the best
part about performing
and competing because
I write the poetry for
myself, but when I
perform it, it’s always for
a reason.”
Andi has established
a number of outlets in
Hobart for people to
compete in slam poetry
or express themselves

more socially, believing
in the importance of
creating a community.
“WhamBamSilverSlam is a local slam
competition and I started
Rowdy, which is open
to poets, comedians
and story tellers – it’s all
about audience engagement, heckling and
good-natured fun,” Andi
said.

Hamlet Café workers Sophie Kluver, left, and Guy Swan.

MORE than 250 Tasmanians who previously
faced barriers to employment can now give
back to their community thanks to Hamlet
Café’s achievement of
providing 20,000 hours
of work experience to
disadvantaged individuals.
Hamlet’s work
experience program
helps those struggling
to find employment
by providing a way for
them to gain experience
and confidence.
According to the
Australian Bureau of
Statistics, Tasmania has
an unemployment rate
of 6.2 per cent, which
is among the highest in
Australia.
Many people are
disadvantaged when
seeking employment
due to barriers caused
by factors including
social, cultural, language
or intellectual situations.
“I think the work
that we’re doing here is
really important because
obviously unemployment is a big issue in
the state,” Hamlet chief
executive officer Emily
Briffa said.
“People are gaining
basic work-ready skills
but they’re also increasing their confidence,
so they actually feel
comfortable to go out

and seek employment
opportunities.”
Liberal Member for
Clark Elise Archer said
the Hodgman Liberal
Government was “very
proud” to support Hamlet, providing $110,000
towards its work experience program.
Ms Archer said the
achievement of 20,000
hours demonstrated
“how successful a social
enterprise like this can
be - but of course be a
burgeoning business as
well.”
“I know that a lot
of the locals do attend
the café frequently and
enjoy what they have
to offer and of course
engage with all the
employees as well,” she
said.
“We know that gaining training and then
employment is a great
confidence booster for
our young Tasmanians.”
Ms Briffa said out
of the many stories
she heard, the one that
stood out was the connection to the community that employment
provided.
“People in general
want to feel connected
and unemployment
can be a very isolating
situation,” she said.
“So, I think that’s
what we provide and
also that increase in

confidence.”
Sophie Kluver, who
has been a participant
of the program for
around one-and-a-half
years, is one example of
that story.
For three years,
social anxiety kept Ms
Kluver from finding
employment.
Reflecting on her experience at Hamlet, she
described it as “really
incredible.”
“It’s really built up
my self-confidence, given me practical skills to
be able to go back and
enjoy the workforce,”
she said.
To others struggling,
Ms Kluver said to “take
small steps, don’t overwhelm yourself with
where you want to be,
just break it all down
and work out what’s the
first step you need to
take.”
“For me it was
reaching out, then it was
coming here and asking
them if they’re open,
and yeah, they helped
me,” she said.
“I needed a job and
with Hamlet the whole
situation just changed.”
Ms Kluver is still
undergoing training at
Hamlet.
She said her future
plans included focusing
on finding work and
being able to give back.

Get your
first 10
ser vices
free!
*

For a limited time join KinCare with your
Home Care Package and you will receive
your first 10 eligible services free.
YOU CAN CHOOSE ONE SERVICE TYPE OR MIX IT UP. THESE INCLUDE:
• Meal preparation
• Shopping by list
• House cleaning

• Washing & folding
• Dressing
• Pet support
• Social support individual
• Assistance with showering • Transport support

THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW:

*All new Home Care Package customers who join KinCare from 30 September 2019 till 1 March 2020 are entitled to this offer.
New customer cannot be receiving any current Home Care Package or Commonwealth Home Support Programme services
from KinCare. The offer is for your first ten (10) free eligible services and is valued at $630. Services are strictly limited to a one
(1) hour selected KinCare service, valued at $63.30 per hour. For full terms and conditions visit kincare.com.au/free-services

Contact your local team today

1300 617 087
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A

ARPA

Operating for more than 30 years. Social
activities for people retiring or retired. Regular
bus trips, Sunday lunches, Ausmas and
Christmas lunches. Activities include rambling, bushwalking, social tennis, bi-monthly
meetings with speaker at ALMAS, 17 Alma
Street, Bellerive at 10.30am. Contact Doris
6272 3525.

B

BICYCLE NETWORK TASMANIA

Our regular Social Rides program is great for
people getting back into riding, or just wanting
some company on the bike. Free, friendly and
safe, we go to interesting places and coffee
is usually involved. Check out our upcoming
events via our website: www.biketas.org.au.
While there, take a look at our Pedal Power Try an E-bike project.

C

CROQUET

Sandy Bay Croquet Club, 4 Long Point Rd,
Lower Sandy Bay. Join us for relaxing social
play or the stimulation of competition, either
Golf or Association Croquet. New members
are always welcome. Coaching and loan of
equipment supplied. For inquiries phone Alicia
on 0409 196 957 or email sandybaycroquetclub@gmail.com.

F

FACIAL PAIN SUPPORT GROUP

For information and general support for
Trigeminal Neuralgia and other facial pain
sufferers, contact Helen Tyzack on 0459 022
883 and newtyzack@gmail.com.

FINSWIMMING

Fast, graceful, fun. Join the finswimming
team and swim like a dolphin at the Hobart
Aquatic Centre on Tuesday, Wednesday,
Thursday, Saturday and Oceana Mornington
on Tuesday. Ages 7-70. Email ozfinswimming@gmail.com or text 0418 136 837.

H

HOBART EMBROIDERERS’ GUILD

Meet at Lenah Valley Baptist Centre, 2 Pottery
Rd, Lenah Valley every Thursday 10am
-12.30pm and 7pm-9.30pm. New members
and beginners welcome. Ph 6272 6122.

HOBART FILM SOCIETY

More than 50 free members-only screenings
a year at 7.30pm, discounts at other cinemas.
Quality films from all periods of cinema
history. Philip Smith Theatre, Edward Street,
Glebe. 12 months $47, concessions for couples, seniors, students etc. hobartfilmsociety.
com.au or 6231 3581.

HOBART LADIES BADMINTON
ASSOCIATION

STBA Hall, 101 Cascade Road, South Hobart,
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays
9.20am-12pm. Email secretaryhlba@gmail.
com or phone 0407 766 054

Community News

Tis the season for giving

HOBART ROSTRUM CLUBS

Learn to speak with confidence. Our coaches
and members help you develop your skills:
St David’s Cathedral, Macquarie St, 1pm
Tuesdays. RACT 3rd floor café, Murray St,
7.20am Wednesdays. New Sydney Hotel
upstairs, Bathurst St, 1pm Thursdays. Makers
Space, St Johns Park, New Town, 7.15pm
Thursdays.
www.rostrum.com.au or Ph. 6234 6672.

L

LENAH VALLEY RSL

Monday to Friday, 4pm to close. Saturday
2pm to close. Sunday 3pm to close. Wednesday and Saturdays we have out Meat Spin
nights starting at 6.15pm. Ten weekly prizes
to be won.

M

MASTERS ATHLETICS

Cross Country and road running for the over
30’s from April to September. Program at
www.tasmastersathletics.org.au. Ph: Mike
Walker 0428 376 741 or email: tasmasterssec@gmail.com.

N

NATIONAL SENIORS AUSTRALIA
HOBART BRANCH

Meets at the Royal Yacht Club of Tasmania,
Marieville Esplanade, Sandy Bay on the fourth
Monday of the month from 10am-12noon.
Guest speakers, outings raffle. Cost $8 for
morning tea. Members and visitors welcome.
Please contact Mary 0448 259 747.

NEW TOWN CROQUET CLUB

Welcome new members and those wishing
to try croquet. We are situated in a beautiful
environment in Creek Road behind the Netball courts. Coaching is available and all you
need to bring is yourself and soft soled shoes.
Games are played Tuesday, Wednesday,
Thursday and Saturday. For enquiries please
phone Gaylene 0419 329 337.

S

SERENITY IN THE CITY

Thursdays, 12.30-1pm at Mathers House,
Bathurst St (between the Library and The
Playhouse Theatre). Take time out to give
yourself the gift of peace and serenity during
your lunch break. This weekly session will
comprise guided meditations run by experienced meditators. Enquiries to Alice on 6278
3788 or hobart@brahmakumaris.org.

T

TASMANIAN AMPUTEE SOCIETY

To connect with the society or for further
information, the southern Tasmanian contact
is Tim Marks: phone 1300 782 231.

TASSIE ROCKERS DANCE CLUB

Every Wednesday at the Derwent City Bowls
7pm-10pm. Suitable for all ages and family
friendly. Ph. Caryl 0409 703 044.

Entries for the community calendar must be submitted to editorial@hobartobserver.com.au
This is a free service for non-profit community groups and local events.
Please keep contributions to 30 words or less.

The 29th Kmart Wishing Tree Appeal has now kicked off.

THE Salvation Army and
Kmart have joined forces
once again to assist the
three million Australians
living below the poverty
line by kicking off its
2019 Kmart Wishing Tree
Appeal.
Now in its 32nd
year, the Kmart Wishing
Tree Appeal is Australia’s
largest and longest-running Christmas gift appeal
and has raised more than
eight million gifts for
people doing it tough.
This year, the Appeal
invites the community
to come together and
contribute just $1 to their
shopping trip.
If every customer
contributes a single dollar,
collectively this can make
a significant difference to
those in need and help
lift the financial burden
during Christmas and
beyond.
Kmart Director of
Retail Australia and New
Zealand John Gualtieri

said last Christmas they
had more than five
million people per week
visiting Kmart stores.
“We’re fortunate
enough to reach a large
number of the generous
community – if every
person visiting us during
Christmas gives a small
amount such as $1,
together we can make a
remarkable impact,” he
said.
“We are proud to
continue the tradition that
is the Kmart Wishing Tree
Appeal and work with
our partner to support
those facing hardship.”
The Salvation Army
head of fundraising
Janine Kewming thanked
supporters of the Appeal
and explained how their
contributions help transform lives.
“The Salvos assist
three times as many
people at Christmas compared to any other time
of the year,” she said.

“We are often working with individuals and
families who are dealing
with sudden crisis and
financial burdens.
“Through the generosity of those giving to the
Appeal, these contributions allow us to provide
support to parents with
the purchase of back-toschool supplies, intensive case management,
financial counselling, or
perhaps a box of groceries to see them through a
tough time.”
The Kmart Wishing Tree Appeal is now
available in stores and
was officially launched
in Tasmania at Kmart
New Town, supported by
students from New Town
Primary School.
Gift contributions will
be accepted until Christmas Eve on 24 December 2019 and financial
contributions until 31
January 2020.

Ways to get involved in
the Appeal include:
1.

Take a bauble tag off
the Wishing Tree in
store and scan the
barcode at the register to contribute.

2.

Choose a practical
gift that will go beyond Christmas time
and leave it under
the Wishing Tree in
store.

3.

Drop a coin in the
collection box at any
register.

4.

Give online at www.
kmart.com.au/wishingtree.

Gifts do not need
to be purchased from
Kmart, nor do they need
to be wrapped.
Kmart is unable to accept used or second-hand
gifts and encourages
people to give practical
gifts that will help people
in need all year round.

New archery program targets
wellbeing of Hobart veterans
MATES4MATES has
teamed up with Reclink
Tasmania to offer a new
archery program for local
Hobart veterans in an effort to help rebuild lives.
The free program
consisted of four training
sessions held weekly at
Lea Scout Camp, which
kicked off on 8 November and finished with
an archery tournament
earlier this month.
The program was
aimed at providing
veterans with service-related injuries and mental
health issues an opportunity to learn new skills,
while also improving
their health and wellbeing.
Mates4Mates
Tasmania liaison officer

Matthew Jenkins said the
new program was part of
the charity’s physical rehabilitation and wellbeing
services.
“Our physical wellbeing activities are not only
designed to teach members new skills, but provide them with important
social connections and
support, and help them
build confidence and
trust,” he said.
“Some veterans who
face physical injuries or
mental health issues also
struggle with isolation
and finding others who
understand, so our
programs integrate all
aspects of health and
wellbeing.
“Archery helps build
strength, teaches focus

and patience, improves
confidence and is a lot
of fun, among other
benefits.
“It’s also a popular
sport at the Invictus
Games for veterans.”
Mr Jenkins said the
program wouldn’t have
been possible without
the generous support
of RSL Hobart, which
donated funds to support
the program.
“We are grateful to
RSL Hobart for its support of Mates4Mates and
providing funding for this
new program that will
improve the lives of local
veterans,” he said.
RSL Hobart spokesperson Rodney Cameron-Tucker said they were
committed to supporting

those impacted by service-related injuries.
“Supporting veterans
and their families is important to our members,
as we understand what
many of them are going
through,” he said.
“We’re proud to
support Mates4Mates in
providing programs like
this and give veterans
the opportunity to get
involved with an Invictus
Games sport and learn
new skills.
“Hobart RSL has
committed sponsorship funds for similar
programs over the next
three years.”
For more information
about Mates4Mates,
visit mates4mates.org or
phone 1300 4 MATES.
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Run the Bridge
goes virtual

TUFC Rainbows representative Luke Bartulovic, left, with Jackson Motor Company sales manager Lawrence Kertesz.

Grassroots
footy rewarded
LOCAL AFL club, the
Tasmanian University
Football Club (TUFC
Rainbows), has been
awarded a $2000 grant
as part of a joint partnership between Volkswagen and Sydney Swans to
support local footy.
The grant was
awarded as part of the
Volkswagen Grassroots
Grants program for
2019, with the TUFC
Rainbows being one
of five football clubs to
receive funding, picked
from more than 110
entrants nationally.
The 2019 Volkswagen Grassroots Grants
program saw an increase
in applicants from last
year, with clubs looking
to develop their junior, men and women’s
teams, as well as support
players through off-field
programs.
The TUFC Rainbows
sought support for its

players, of which a large
proportion are students.
TUFC Rainbows representative Luke Bartulovic – who accepted the
prize from Jackson Motor
Company sales manager
Lawrence Kertesz – said
he was thrilled for the
TUFC Rainbows to be
prize winners in the
2019 program.
“Being a university
club, more than 80 per
cent of our players are
students,” he said.
“To keep the cost
down we don’t charge a
lot to play, but it means
we have to cover these
costs, which can be a
challenge.
“Being awarded
the Volkswagen Grassroots Grant is a massive
help for us to continue
subsidising player costs
and keeping our students
playing week in, week
out.”
Launched in 2015,

the Volkswagen and
Sydney Swans initiative
has delivered more than
$40,000 in community
grants to more than
40 AFL clubs across
Australia.
Volkswagen Australia
director of customer experience and marketing
Jason Bradshaw said he
was pleased to be able
to offer the Volkswagen
Grassroots Grants program for another year.
“Supporting local
communities is an important focus for us and
partnering with the Sydney Swans has allowed
us to create a program
that helps develop clubs
at a grassroots level,” he
said.
“We’ve seen the
number of applicants
rise, especially with junior
and women’s clubs, and
we’re proud to continue
supporting an inclusive
sporting code.”

Participants ready to set off at the 2019 Run the Bridge event.

ENTRIES are now open for the
2020 Hobart Run the Bridge.
In addition to the introduction of the legend’s club, the
2019 event saw Hobart Run the
Bridge claim the titles of the fastest 10km road race anywhere in
Australia and the largest fun run
in Tasmania.
Now the 2020 edition of the
race will see a number of new
initiatives, including the all new
Brooks Virtual Run.
It will enable runners and
walkers all over the world to
‘complete’ the course in their
own time, where it suits them,
but still enable people to engage
in the event.
“When people enter online,
we’ll send them a Hobart Run
The Bridge race bib, medal and
instructions,” Hobart Run the
Bridge race director Richard
Welsh said.
“A leaderboard will then run
during the month of February
and people can cover the distance as many times as they like
and send us their times.

“It’s a new concept, but it’s
growing rapidly – 57,000 joggers
recently engaged with the New
York Marathon virtual series, so
we know it’s popular.
“We’ve identified a number
of markets we’ll focus on, including the USA, China, Japan, India,
UK and Brazil.”
Further innovations for 2020
include an expanding teams’
concept with prizes for the largest corporate, school and social
groups, alongside prizes for the
best team names.
“Last year we had 243 teams
enter our 13CABS teams’ competition,” Mr Welsh said.
“This is the heartbeat of
the event, people who are out
exercising with friends, families
or colleagues.
“As a society, we’re getting
unhealthier by the day, but it’s
inspiring to see people in their
thousands train up and do their
best on race day.”
The recent Sport Australia
‘AusPlay’ survey showed walking
and running to be the first and

third ranked activities that Australians participate in.
“What the research tells us
these days is that people are
gravitating towards sports that
offer flexible arrangements, such
as fun runs,” Mr Welsh said.
“People like the fact they
can enter an event months in
advance, then train up when and
where it suits them.
“That way you only need to
commit to turning up once.”
There will once again be four
events on offer including the
10km Run, Huon Aquaculture
5k Run, Menzies 5k Walk and
the 1km Run/Walk.
In addition, people can
complete the Brooks Virtual Run
over either 5km or 10km.
The Charity of Choice for
2020 will once again be the
Menzies Institute for Medical
Research, with a donation being
made from the event for every
participant in the Menzies 5km
Walk.
Entries are open online now
until 22 February.

WIN 1 OF 2 FAMILY PASSES TO WALTZING MATILDA – THE TALE OF A DANCING SHEEP
Big Monkey Theatre is excited to
announce a new family production
for this summer!

Matilda loves adventure, travel and more than anything she loves to dance! When she rocks into Cooee Creek, Matilda finds the local
animals in a desperate state - drought has hit hard. But Matilda has some fresh ideas and lots of energy, but Crow and Brown Snake
throw a spanner in the works. Matilda enlists the help of her new friends to save the day. Or will they? Come and find out.

The tale of a dancing sheep.

To enter, post your entry by Friday 3 January. Winner will be drawn, announced via our
facebook page and contacted Monday 6 January via phone - good luck to all!

Waltzing Matilda

“A truly delightful,
Australian bush
adventure for the
whole family.”

Name: ______________________________________________________________________
Phone:_________________________Email:________________________________________
Mail to: Hobart Observer - Waltzing Matilda, Level 2, 152 Macquarie Street, Hobart Tasmania 7000

*Shows are at the Royal Botanical Gardens, 31 December to 19 January 2020. Bookings: Theatre Royal Box Office (online www.theatreroyal.com.au) or at the Royal Tasmanian
Botanical Gardens information booth. Tickets available at Garden’s main gate 30 minutes prior to each performance. Family passes are two adults and two children.
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ROWING CLUB INVESTS
IN COMMUNITY SAFETY
From left, Collegiate open rowing team member Olivia Viney, Collegiate rowing coordinator Courtney Blyth, Liberal Member for Clark Elise Archer and Collegiate open rowing team member Georgie Sullivan.

MORE than 30,000 Australians suffer from sudden
cardiac arrest every year, of
which only about five per cent
survive.
However, recent research
shows that this alarmingly
low survival rate can be
dramatically improved if an
Automated External Defibrillator (AED) is applied within
minutes of the cardiac arrest.
The Derwent Mercantile
Collegiate Rowing Club,
based on the banks of the

Derwent River (opposite the
Royal Tasmanian Botanical
Gardens) wanted to ensure its
members had access to one of
these life-saving machines.
And, thanks to the State
Government, they now do.
Local Liberal Member for
Clark Elise Archer recently
visited the clubrooms to hand
over the new AED.
“When suddenly and
unexpectedly a heart goes
into cardiac arrest, having a
defibrillator deliver an electric

current within the first few
minutes is critical,” Ms Archer
said.
“The chance of survival after a cardiac arrest declines by
up to 10 per cent a minute,
so early access to an AED is
life-saving.
“The cost of an AED
is often outside the reach
of many not-for-profit and
community-led organisations,
so assisting clubs like the Derwent Mercantile Collegiate
Rowing Club is an important

investment in community
safety.”
The Derwent Mercantile
Rowing Club was established
in 1965 and was then joined
by St Michael’s Collegiate
School in 1996 to become
the Derwent Mercantile Collegiate Rowing Club.
According to St Michael’s
Collegiate School rowing
coordinator Courtney Blyth,
the club is used on a daily
basis, with more than 200
members and volunteers using

the facilities.
“In addition to on-water rowing, the club has a
well-equipped gym, which is
utilised daily,” Ms Blyth said.
“With a large number of
members exercising at high
intensity, including masters’
rowers and members, it was
identified how beneficial it
would be to have a defibrillator on-site.
“Without the support of
Minister Elise Archer and Premier Will Hodgman in making

this grant available through the
Premier’s Discretionary Fund,
our club would not have been
able to purchase an AED
device for some time.
“We are sincerely grateful
for this grant, and while we
hope we never have to use
the device, it gives our members great comfort knowing it
is on-site and easily accessible.”
The location of existing
AEDs is available at www.
dhhs.tas.gov.au/ambulance/
community_information/eadp.

Enrol your child now in our award winning swim classes
NOW
Enquire y holiday
Januar
erm
for our
s and T
program lasses!
One c

Join us for our nationally recognised Royal Life Saving Society
Swim and Survive program.
• Three years to adults.
• Indoor 25m heated pool.
• School term and holiday programs available.
Call us today to book your free assessment.
7 Wilson Street, North Hobart
Phone: (03) 6210 2241
E-mail: fhf@friends.tas.edu.au
www.friendshealthandfitness.com.au
facebook.com/FriendsHealthandFitness

